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COUNTRY SECTION 


DEVELOPMENT BANK PLANNED FOR EASTERN CARIBBEAN REGION 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Mar 82 p 3 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


KINGSTON Jamaica 
Friday (CANA) — The bi 
Caribbean conglomerate Nea 
and Massy Holdings Ltd says 
it is participating in plans to 
establish a new long-term 
development bank for the 
Eastern Caribbean, totally 
organised and managed by the 
private sector. 

Neal and Massy’s  chair- 
man, Sidney Knox said in the 
Press here: that he was 

rsonally involved in putting 
ogether the capital structure 
for the new enterprise, which 
he expected would have a 
— impact on new in- 
vestment in the area. 

Knox gave no fu" *her details 
in his. interviev. with the 
Gleaner newspaper here, but 
said the regional c. mate had 
never been better for private 
involvement than it is now 
especially since the advent of 
the capitalist-oriented 
Edward Seaga Government 
and the last series of General 
Elections won by rightist 

arties in the Eastern 

aribbean. 

‘‘..There seems to be a 
realisation by the majority of 
(CARICOM) governments in 
power that the private sector 
is a very, very important part 
of he development 
programme,”’ he said. 


The proposed development 
bank, he added, would be a 
specific example of how 
private enterprise could 
contribute to national 
development. 

The Trinidad-based Neal 
and Massy owns more than 50 
companies, commercial and 
industrial — in Jamaica, 
Barbados, Guyana, Antigua- 
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Barbuda, Grenada, Mar- 
tinique, Guadeloupe, St. 
Lucia, Suriname, — rench 
Guiana and Miami, Florida. 

Knox said the private sector 
had a responsible position to 
take in the Caribbean during 
the 1980s as part of efforts to 
overcome _ the instability 
which had developed. 


He noted that Dominica had 
the victim of three ap- 
parent coup attempts last 
year, an armed revolution had 
replaced the government in 
Grenada _ in and_noh- 
commissioned. army officers 
had taken over in Suriname 
two F only ago. 
“There have actually been 
aciivities which have had 
effect of overthrowing the 


democraticall elected 
ee ee hs re is no 
bt in my mind that a threat 


is there and ee in other 
areas as well,’ Mr. Knox 
stated. 


He contended that the only 
pe | to contain such a threat 
and safeguard stability in the 
area was through co-operation 
between regional govern- 
ments and the. private sector. 
_ “My own group is movin 
into additional territories o 

Caribbean, for instance 
Dominica. We're actively 
moving to establish industry 
in Dominica as a result of our 
awareness of the real need for 
Caribbean companies to move 


out of traditional areas and 
get involved in new ones,"’ he 
pointed out. — 

Mr. Knox said there was no 
doubt the recently announced 
United States aid programme 
for the region — the Caribbean 
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Basin Initiative — would have 
some effect on improvin 
Stability in the area an 
welcomed the fact that it 
involved a combination of 
private sector support for 
governments. 

He was however critical of 
the way in which Caribbean 

overnments tended to treat 

aribbean investors. 

“It’s amazing that in 1982 
we still don’t have one double 
taxation agreement with any, 
of the territories of the 
Caribbean, whereas a U.S. or 
foreign company can come 
into the Caribbe..n and benefit 
from double taxation 
agreements with their own 
country...”, he said. 

He said that Neal and 
Massy’s ambition was to have 
all 9 000 of its employees in the 
region as shareholders, but a 
problem existed in exchange 
control regulations both there 
and in other territories. 

‘We think the advent of a 
stock exchange in Trinidad, as 
a result of the new Securities 
and Exchange Act is going to 
benefit public companies such 
as ours. A stock exchange for 
the whole Caribbean would be 
marvellous,’’ he said. 7 

But he said the first step 
should be agreement that 
employees of regional firms in 
third ~*riy countries such as 
Neal and Massy, should be 
allowed to own Shares in the 


—. 

“This would be a big step 
forward in creating true 
Caribbean enterprises,’’ said 
Knox, who served for the past 
two years on a task force set 
up by the World Bank to 
examine private sector in- 
volvement in the Caribbean. 

















COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CUBAN-NICARAGUAN COAST TO COAST ROAD PROJECT 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 11 Apr 82 pp 13-15 


[Article by Jose Gabriel Guma] 


[Text] IMAGINE a country divided into two 
sections by an immense, practically 
impenetrable jungle. Imagine a coun- 
try whose overall development is 
virtually impossible because in its vast central 
arca the vegetation is so thick that the sun’s rays 
never reach the ground. Imagine a whole sector of 
the country’s population permanently cut off 
from the rest of the community. 


Imagine the desperation of thousands of 
families unable to reach a market with their 
few crops grown on pieces of land painfully 
wrested from the jungle, families whose children 
are continually threatened with premature death 
because of the inaccessibility of medical treat- 
ment. 


Imagine all this and much more. Only tl.en 
will you realize the exceptional importance of 
a road snaking through deep ravines and over 
mountain tops to link the east and the west of 
Nicaragua. It makes the exploitation of the 
country’s enormous wealth in agriculture, forest- 
ry, cattle and minerals possible, and, more im- 
portant, it contributes to a longer, happier life 
for its people. 

This road ‘is being built with Cuba's help. 
it ruins along the edge of the Isabeiia range of 
mountains, which stretch from west to north- 
east Nicaragua, and will link the Atlantic Coast 
region to the rest of Nicaragua. The road 
symbolizes the commitment of the Sandinista 
Revolution to “winning back” — in the words 
of Daniel Ortega, ,coordinator of the Junte of 
the Government of National Recongtruction 
(JGRN) — “the human rights of the people of 
the Atlantic Coast.” 


HOW IT BEGAN 





At the beginning of 1980, a few months after 
the triumph of the Revolution, the members of 
the Celia Sénchez Manduley Contingent of 


construction workers from the Caribe Union of 
Construction Enterprises (UNECA) of ‘Cuba, 
arrived in Nicaragua and began work. 

Since then, this Cuban internationalist bri- 
gade, with a long record in this type of work in 
Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Guinea-Conakry, 
Sho Tomé and Principe, Vietnam, Laos, Grena- 
da and Jamaica, have put in some 700 days of 
hard work in the Nicaraguan mountains. 


The contingent of some 200 Cubans — the 
number has been higher at various stages of the 
project — and their Nicaraguan counterparts, 
have been instrumental in radically changing the 
features of the rugged Central American country- 
side. 

The journey of the Cuban construction equip- 
ment to its final destination was a tortuous onc. 
It was unloaded at the port of Corinto, on the 
Pacific Ocean, after coming through the Panama 
Canal. It could not be unloaded on the Atlantic 
coast, the coast nearest to Cuba, since to 
transport it through impenetrable jungle would 
have been impossible. 

Subsequently, the quiet of the hilly provinces 
of Matagalpa and Zelaya was broken by the roar 
of bulldozers and earth-moving equipment. To 
date 211 kilometers of rough terrain between 
Matagalpa and the gold mining town of Siuna 
have been covered in this struggle against 
nature. 


FROM MOUNTAIN TRAIL TO NEW ROAD 


The picts’ real (the “royal road” — a narrow 
trail despite its impressive name), fit for travel 
only during the dry season, gradually turned 
into a mountain road. The road is built on a 
clay soil base and, ps Cuban engineer Marcelino 
Elizarde explained. the water table is so close to 
ground level that the road needed an extra thick 
surfacing. Elizarde, son of a farm worker from 























CHINANDEGA 


LEON 


at aneereee 





















































MATAGALPA 












‘ ve 
« 
e 
‘ . 
goor ” 
” tm PUERTO 
‘ ” CABEZAS 
‘* Pa 
. a 
*. »* 
VY 






WASLALA 


NICARAGUA 


NV3I90 SJILNVILV 












































& 














_ 
“eu” Me, 


COSTA RICA “s-sc4s3 























Map of the area where the road is being built The arrows indicate tie stretch from Matagalpa 


to Siuna, 


Havana province, has been working in Nica- 


ragua for two years. 

Building the two-lane, six-meter-wide road — 
a reddish ribbon cutting through the dense 
vegetation — has involved much subsidiary 


construction — bridges, drainage systems, etc., 


on average 46.6 meters of such work per kilo- 
meter — and the removal of 2.6 million cubic 
meters of earth. Rolando Marin, the Contingent’s 
chief mechanic, pointed out that the average 
volume of earth removed per kilometer was 
12000 cubic meters, but that there were several 
stretches that had called for the removal of 
40 000 cubic meters and sometimes as much as 
50 000. 

A team from Nicaragua’s Ministry of Con- 
struction has already built several of the 4! 
bridges required by the project for the stretch 
currently under construction. Since the road is 
full of curves and dips, several hundred culverts 
are needed in areas where the annual rainfell 
fluctuates between 3000 and 4000 millimeters. 
Cubans havé also helped with the construction 
of many of the bridges, among them the one in 
Wanl. 


FIGHTING ROUGH TERRAIN AND THE 
WEATHER 


The Cuban and Nicaraguan road builders, 
‘ collaborating on this project of vital importance. 
to Nicaragua’s economy, have worked under 
the most hazardous conditions, deep in the 
mountains, on the edge of precipitous ravines 
and hampered by rain that ranges from con- 
tinuous drizzle to sudden heavy downpours. 
Rivers swollen by the heavy rains overflow 
their banks and leave behind thick layers of 
mud which prove impassable for even the most 
powerful machines. The construction workers 
have penetrated a region plagued by mosquitoes, 
venomous snakes, wildcats, armadillos, large 
iguanas and tapirs. Most of this wealth of Cen- 
tral American fauna is by now a familiar sight 
to the road builders. 


_ Good coordination between the Contingent, 
the Party. and the trade union section, plus. 
tenacity and determination, have enabled the 
Cuban internationalists to overcome the obstacles 
of a rugged terrain. The results of these two 
years’ hard work are truly impressive. 














bvigades; Julio Herndndez, in charge 


As Hugo Valdivia, general secretary of the 
trade union bureau put it, “Here, we all pull 
together.” Proof of this can be seen in the Cuban 
internationalists’ ready acceptance of the pro 
posal that they work extra hours whenever 
necessary, especially if they had to “step on it” 
so that the rainy season wouldn’t catch up with 
them. Once they worked for almost 36 hours 
at a stretch. and on another occasion they 
worked 18 hours a day for nearly a week. 


In the Ilyas camp, we talked to several Cuban 
workers who had finished working for the day 
and were on their way to the recreation room, 
where a color film was about to be shown on 
a videocassette set. “We have a great team 
spirit here,” they said, “and we always give a 
hand when someone gets ‘tangled up’ in the 
complications of the job.” 

One of them, Evelio Rodriguez, said that 
they were all very proud that they had put in 
over 80000 hours of voluntary work last year. 
“And many of those hours were spent working 
in heavy rain, with mud up to our knees,” he 
added. 


THE HELICOPTER, ONE OF MAN'S BEST 
FRIENDS 


In our extensive tour of the scene of this 
battle between man and nature, we had the 
opportunity to verify the close friendly rela- 
tionship between the Cuban builders and the 
people living in the small communities and 
ranchos (dwellings made of bamboo and 
roofed with broad platanillo leaves) which could 
be seen on both sides of the new road. 


This camaraderie and sharing is reflected in 
many ways: for instance, local residents often 
travel about from place to place aboard some 
vehicle belonging to the Contingent; many 
families attend cultural events held in the Cu- 
bans’ camps; ond large numbers of focal people 
are treated by Cuban doctor Manuel Vera Gon- 
zélez in the Iyas camp. 


There was a big contrast between the two 
stages of our trip: the first took place at an 
altitude of 700 meters and a speed of 200 kilo- 
meters per hour, aboard the helicopter bringing 
us from Managua; and the second was a two- 
day journey along a gravel road, also hundreds 


of meters above sea level, in mountains where, 
as the local people say, “You can reach out and 
touch the clouds.” 


With us in the helicopter — one of the road 
builders’ best friends — was a group of work- 
ets from several enterprises in Mavana, who had 
come to replace some members of the Contingent 
who were going home, full of the satisfaction 
of having fulfilled the mission their country had 
entrusted to them. 

The new arrivals were gazing expectantly 
through the oval windows of the helicopter, as 
it flew low over steep de‘iles, at times almost 
grazing the tops of tall trees. The many shades 
of green in the vegetation, and the outlines of 
the hills, doubtless reminded them of our own 
Sierra Maestra and Escambray Mountains. 


LOCAL PEOPLE COMMENT 


The peasants living in the area through which 
the new road runs have followed with great 
interest the progress of the work, not surpris- 
ingly, since the project has brought great changes 
into their lives. Their ranchos are scattered 
throughout the mountains, in remote spots 
where distance is measured according to how 
many days it takes to go from one place to 
another on foot or by mule. Now many of the 
ranchos sre being moved by their owners 
nearer to the road. 

These were some of the comments we heard 
during our visit: 

The driver of one of the dozens of pickup 
trucks used to transport travelers along the new 
road said that the vehicles can now travel 
through places that in the past were impassable 
to both man and beast. 

One woman, known as “La Marfa,” prerna- 
turely aged by a life of hardships, had this to 
say about the new road: “If it had been finished 
long ago, in the days of the National Guard 
(meaning during the Somoza regime), the Lord 
wouldn’t have taken my first daughter Marfa | 
away from me so soon, because the doctor could 
have saved her life.” 

A man leading a herd of cattle along the new 
road with the help of a young boy remarked, 
“Now the cattle can reach the villages in just 
a few days without losing so much weight.” 

In one of the small stores that are popping up 
everywhere by the roadside, we. met Dofia Gil- 
ma Gémez de Blandén, the mother of a young 
revolutionary who was murdered by Somoza’s 
National Guard. She said to us, “Now all the 
good things from the city are coming to the 
mountains. Really, if the compas hadn’t won 
the war we'd still be trudging along the picada 
‘on foot.” 

LIKE ONE BIG FAMILY 

' It’s obvious from these comments that the 
work of the Cuban builders is highly appreciat- 
ed by the mountain ‘people, but it is also 
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acknowledged by the officials and experts from 
the Nicaraguan Ministry of Construction. 

Nicaraguan engineer Rafael Dubois is the 
general project coordinator for the construction 
of 385 kilometers of paved road which will 
join Tuma, in Matagalpa department, and Puerto 
Cabezas on the Atlantic Coast. More than 200 
kilometers of this road will be built by Cubans. 
Dubois said to Granma, “We stopped talking 
about Nicaraguans and Cubans here long ago. 
Now we talk about builders, because they hqve 
all become fully identified with one another, 
like one big family, in their daily work. The 
Cuban builders are really doing great honor to 
their country and to the principles of interna- 
tionalism.” 

Another engineer, Gerardo M.yorga, the 
project's superintendent, said that the road itself, 
the result of work carried out under difficult 
conditions and in such a short time, spoke for 
itself, 

“Here we have a wonderful achievement, and 
something that answers to one of the needs of 
the Nicaraguan people,” he said. “The work 
was carried out at q consistently fast pace, and 
every single builder, determined to finish the 
job on schedule, took on all the obstacles and 
overcame them.” 

Cosme Proenza and engineer Francisco Benf- 


tez, head of the Contingent and chief technician, 


respectively, to!d us it has been decided that the 
Cuber, builders would continue working until 
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April, giving the finishing touches to the road 
and carrying out supplementary works. 

Surfacing the road will be started soon by 
Nicaraguan construction teams, which wil! also 
be in charge of maintenance of the gravel road 
until paving is completed. 


MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 


In the story of the construction of this road, 
special mention must be made of a very special 
date: February 10. 1982. On that day, at 6:00 
p.m., as the sun was sinking on the horizon, 
the “joining” was completed, arfd the dirt road 
was opened to traffic. linking the two halves of 
Nicaragua, separated for so long. At that 
moment, Nicaragua ceased to be a divided 
country. 

The Cuban and Nicaraguan builders fulfilled 
their mission several days before the deadline 
that had been agreed upon: February 21, the 
48th anniversary of Sandino’s assassination. And 
the road is truly a fitting tribute to the great 
Centrai American patriot. 

Thus the mountains of Nicaragua, the scene 
of the heroic battles waged first by Sandino 
and later by his successors, the fighters of the 
FSLN, witnessed the official opening ceremony 
‘of this first stage of a communications link 
that will enable the people of the Atlantic and 
the Pacific regions of Nicaragua to join hands 
across the mountains, united in the task of 
developing their country from coast to coast. 
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BRIEFS 


MEXICO MAINTAINS EMBASSY IN GUATEMALA--The Mexican Government will maintain 
its diplomatic representation in Guatemala and will establish relations with 
the de facto government that took power on the 23d of last March when a por- 
tion of the army defeated the government of Gen Romeo Lucas Garcia in a 

coup d'etat, The Secretariat said yesterday that Mexico's relations with 
Guatemala will not be modified with the new state leadership which is in the 
hands of a military government headed by Gen Efrain Rios Montt. The spokes- 
man from the Mexican Secretariat likewise rejected the statements coming out 
of Guatemala that Mexico has extended recognition to the military regime of 
that nation as the United States, Ch le, El Salvador, Taiwan, Honduras and 
Israel had already done. According to the source, Mexico is against the prac- 
tice of "recognition" because it considers it "an intervention in the internal 
affairs of other countries," and for that reason its policy "is to maintain or 
not to maintain" its embassy in the aforementioned country. [Text] [Mexico 
City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 1 Apr 82 pp 1-A, 13-A] 9908 


CSO: 3010/1237 
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SIX ADDITIONAL ELECTION CANDIDATES NAMED BY FNM 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 19, 25 Mar 82 


[19 Mar 82 p 1) 


[Text ] 


THREE MORE candidates 
have been ratified by the 
Central Council of the Free 


National Movement to contest . 


the general elections later this 
year, 

They are C A Smith for 
Marco City, Grand Bahama, 
Frederick Mingo for 
Governor’s Harbour, Eleuthera, 


and John Smith for Rolleville 
North Exuma. 

The Free National 
Movement is now contesting a 
total of 35 seats in this 
upcoming election. 

Mr C A Smith was born at 
North End, Long Island, 
educated at Glinton Public 
School, Long Island, and later 
at the Bahamas Teachers’ 
Training College. He is 
currently completing his 
Masters’ Degree in Business 
Administration at the 
University of Miami. 

Mr Smith taught in various 
schools throughout’ the 
Bahamas, and spent several 
years as a senior customs 
officer in Freeport. He has had 
over 15 years of administrative 
and management experience 
with the Syntex Corporation 
of Freeport, Grand Bahama. 

Mr Smith is a member of the 
Grand Bahama Chamber of 
Commerce, The Freeport 
Jaycees, the Kiwanis Club of 
the Bahamas and the Bahamas 


Association of Manpower 
Training and Development, of 
which he is a_ founding 
member. 

He is married to Clara 
Shirley Elizabeth, and the 
couple has three children. 

Mr Frederick Mingo was 
nominated for the Governor’s 
Harbour, Eleuthera 
constituency unanimously by 
the Council, after the 
Governor’s Harbour 
Constituency Association and 
supporters in the area had 
recommended him. 

Mr Mingo, an automotive 
and air-conditioning mechanic, 
is a substantial and growing 
businessman in the Governor's 
Harbour area. He is a popular 
softball player and is involved 
in many church and 
community services. He has 
been endorsed by FNM party 
George Thompson. 

He is married to the former 
Lena Pratt of Palmetto Point, 
and the couple has three 
children. 

Mr John Smith _ for 
Rolleville, has contested that 
seat up to the last two general 
elections. He is described as a 
diversified businessman he is 
a general contractor, involved 
in commercial fishing as well as 
several retail businesses. 

He is married to the former 
Winifred Major and the couple 
has two children. 
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[Text] 
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THE Central Council of the 
Free National Movement has 
ratified the final three of seven 
educators to join its slate for 
the 1982 elections. This brings 
the number of FNM candidates 
so far announced to 35. 

The Council unanimously 
approved the candidacies of 
veteran educators and unionists 
E K Minnis and Cecil Curling 
and College of the Bahamas 
lecturer Autrey Bullard. 


Mr Minnis was nominated 
for the North End, Long 
Island, Rum Cay and San 
Salvador Constituency. “EK” 
as he is known, was born at 
Clarence Town, Long Island, to 
Edward and Ida Minnis. Now 
46, he was educated at 
Clarence Town Public School, 
the Teachers College, 
Nottingham University, 
Manchester University, and the 
University of the West Indies 
with post-graduate studies at 
Nova University, Florida. 

As a teacher and principal, 

Mr Minnis has worked in many 
schools in the Family Islands 
and New Providence, including 
heading the Teachers College 
and lecturing at the College of 
the Bahamas. During his 
teaching career he was an 
active unionist as President of 
the Bahamas Union of 
Teachers, and as an executive 
of the Bahamas Trade Union 
Congress. He is known for the 
leadership he provided, along 
with Leonard Archer, during 
the historic 1981 teachers 
strike. 
*Mr Minnis is very active in the 
Anglican Church and is married 
to the former Miss Loretta 
Moncur, aiso a teacher. They 
have three children. 


Mr Curling, popular 
educator, was nominated for 
the Cooper's Town, Abaco 


constituency. He earlier 
withdrew from South Seach. 
He is one of the few candidates 
who would be at home in 
almost any _ constituency 
throughout the Bahamas due 
to his reputation and 
popularity as a_ teacher, 
unionist and civic worker. 

Mr Curling, who holds a 
Master’s degree in education, 
was born at Ragged Island, 
July 15, 1931. He _ was 
educated at Ragged Island 
Public School, Eastern Senior, 
St John’s College, 
Loughborough’ Technical 
College, Bahamas Teacher’s 
College, Nova University and 
Modern Education Systems, 
Canada. He also served as a 
Vice Principal and Principal for 
most of his career. 

A noted unionist, Mr Curling 
was president of the Bahamas 
Union of Teachers, executive 
and trustee of the Bahamas 
Trade Union Congress and 


founding member and 
president of the Bahamas 
Union of Teachers 


Co-operative Credit Union. He 
is married to the former Miss 
Patricia Smith and the couple 


has six children. 

Autrey Bullard was 
nominated for the Pinedale 
constituency. 

Widely known for his lone 
protests against the PLP 


Government’s corruption Mr 
Bullard is a lecturer at the 
College of the Bahamas. 

A former banker, he was 
educated at McMaster University 
where he obtained a Bachelor 
of Science degree in 
microbiology and 
biochemistry. He _ later 
completed graduate work at 
the University of Manitoba and 
then worked as a2 biochemist at 
the Princess Margaret Hospital. 
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BATELCO WORKERS END STRIKE, WIN SOME CONCESSIONS 
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fArticle by Gladstone Thurston] 


[Text] 


THE COMMUNICATIONS 
and Public Office:s Union 
(BCPOU) has’ ended its 
crippling two-week work 
stoppage at Batelco following 
au allday session at the 
Ministry of Labour yesterday 
when “management moved 
significantly from _ their 
(original) position.” 

However, whether the 1,100 
union members will be paid for 
the time off the job “‘is still a 
matter under negotiations,” 
union president Charles Bethel 
said. Meetings between 
Bahamas Telecommunications 
Corporation (Batelco) and the 
union continued this 
afternoon. 

Although Mr Bethel did not 
go into details of what had 
been agreed, the decision 
reached so far was well 
received by union members 
who broke into frenzied 
celebration when the 
announcement was made. 

The union members had 
kept an all-day vigil outside the 
Poinciana Drive headquarters 
of Batelco, having been asked 
not to disperse until they were 
informed of the talks at the 
Ministry of Labour. 

This agreement between 
Batelco and the union came in 
the wake of a massive turnout 
by affiliate members of the 
Frade Union Congress (TUC) 
who on Thursday staged a 
one-~lay general strike in 
support of the suspended 
BCPOU members and the firing 


of 33 Freeport airport workers. 


Mr Bethel thought the show 
of support by the workers who 
marched in the thousands onto 
Bay Street, had some bearing 
roy the position arrived at so 
ar. 

“Some people might deny it, 
but I think (the one-day strike) 
has (had an effect on the 
position arrived at),”’ Bethel 
said. “So many people took 
part. I think quite naturally the 
Trade Union Congress has 
made its impact. 

“Earlier it was said that the 
TUC would not last for a year. 
They would not believe that 
Mr Arlington Miller was able to 
lead the TUC and command 
the respect of all those who 
were left. Today there has to 
be a_ different trend = of 
thought.” 


Batelco union members 
throughout the Bahamas 
stopped working 10 days ago 
to protest the suspension of 51 


overseas operators in New 
Providence. In Grand Bahama 
78 operators were suspended. 
Before that union members 
were on ‘go-slow’ in an effort 
to force management to speed 
up contract negotiations. 


When the talks were 
dead-locked and neither side 
seemed prepared to move from 
their position, Prime Minister 
Lynden Pindling stepped in 
and urged both sides to go 
back to the bargaining table. 

The negotiations up to 
yesterday were to be heid 
under the auspices of the 
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Minister of Labour and Home 
Affairs “with a view to keeping 
the meeting going on 2 
non-stop. basis until an 
agreement is hammered out,” a 
Batelco news release stated. 

To set the pace for these 
negotiations, the company on 
Thursday said it was prepared 
to lift the suspension from the 
records of all persons who were 
suspended for failure to carry 
out work assignments during 
the period of the industria! 
action which started on March 
ie 

The union yesterday 
rejected that offer to return to 
work because management 
failed to take into 
consideration payment to the 
workers for the time the union 
claimed they were locked out 
by management. 


Union president Bethel 
todzy promised to do 
everything “to make sure 
everything goes smoothly. The 
talks (yesterday) went pretty 
good and management moved 
significantly from their 
(original) position.” 

Asked about pay for the 
workers during the time they 
were away from their posts, 
Bethel said: “We didn’t deal 
with that specifically, but we 
got some other things. We are 
discussing salary at this point. 
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We gave them four days to 
conclude the contract.” 


One of the major points won 
by the union yesterday had to 
do with vacation time. The 
company was offering the 
workers 21 days vacation after 
17 years. The union wanted 28 
days after seven years. Both 
sides agreed to 25 days after 12 
years. 


The atmosphere of the 
meeting, Bethel said, has been 
one of mutual respect. “It was 
a serious meeting,” Bethel said. 
“We were there to see if we can 
reach an early conclusion that 
is reasonable to both sides.” 


Bethel feels confident that 
the talks will wind up within 
the period stipulated. He did 
not anticipate any further 
industrial action at this point. 

Bethel was asked whether 
the intervention of the Prime 
Minister had any bearings on 
the position taken. 

“We were always talking, 
but what I think the Prime 
Minister meant  was_ that 
Batelco, being a government 
corporation, we had to get 
serious. | think he meant that 
we have to be more serious (in 
negotiations). This is what is 
happening now. We hope that 
it can continue so we can have 
an early settlement.” 
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BARBADOS 


GROUP OPPOSING REAGAN VISIT DEFINES ITS POSITION, AIMS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 26 Mar 82 p 20 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE island's trade union 
movement and_ the 
dee oe Democratic 
Labour Party (DLP), have 
been urged to speak out 
against United States 
methods in the region. 


The call came from the 
recently formed Committee of 
Concerned Barbadians Against 
Reagan's Visit (COCBARV), 
which has been continuing its 
campaign to put forward an 
alternative viewpoint on United 
States policies in the region and 
how the April 8 visit to Bar- 
bados by the United States 
President is linked with those 
policies. 


COCBARV 
Norman Faria said: 

“We appeal to the trade 
union movement as a whole and 
to the Opposition Democratic 
Labour Party to take a clear and 
principled stand on what will 
certainly be more moves by the 
Reagan administration to 
disrupt the movement towards a 
climate of peace and meaningful 
independence in the region. 


“Such a stand would go a long 
way in giving an alternative 
viewpoint to the prejudicial and 
whitewashing efforts which the 
big media in Barbados is now 
using to glorify President Ronald 
Reagan and his big bully 
policies,’ said Faria. 


spokesman, 


In giving details of who 
exactly the committee was 
egpessat, to, Faria said that 
COCBARV has sent letters to the 
Barbados Workers Union, 
Barbados Union of Teachers, 
National Union of Public 
Workers, Barbados Industrial 
and General Workers Union 
and other labour bodies in the 
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island. Ho said a lettor had also 
been sont to Opposition loador, 
Errol Barrow. 


“The Labour Movement and 
all democratic minded sections 
in the House of Assembly, must 
also note the continuing and 
arrogant peed by ash- 
ington for the South African 
governmont and its inhumane 
very against tho East Indian, 

lack and coloured peoples in 
South Africa,"’ ho added. 


COCBARV sind that it was not 
against the Am erican people, 
but against the ‘pernicious and 
wicked” approach of the United 
States government., 


The COCBARV spokesman 
said that it was even more 
prossing that Reagan, as the 
ropresentative of the United 
States government, be con- 
fronted with his ad- 
ministration’s role in_ the 
continuing volatile situation in 
Contral America, particularly 
El Salvador. 
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“There is a definite and 
pressing need to bring out the 
true facts of Washington's 
harmful role in attempting to 
undermine the security of 
sovereign states like Nicaragua 
and to attempt to maintain 
undemocratic and unpopular 
regimes like that in El Salvador 
and Guatemala. Reagan and his 
entourage must not allowed 
to get away without criticism of 
his big stick and bullying 
methods which his government 
persists in using in Central 
America and the region,” 
argued Faria. 


‘‘We are sure that the 
majority of American working 
people have no wish to support 
the pernicious and wicked 
approach of President Reagan 
and his generals. Instead of 
spending billions on aircraft 
carriers like the Eisenhower, 
the American people should 
have more hospitals and other 
social services which are in fact 
being presently cut back b 
Reaganomics,’’ the COCBAR 
spokesman said. 


COCBARV, which includes 
prominent academics and 
— organisations, like the 

rbados Peace Council, the 
Union of Democratic Students 
and the Creative Writers’ Guild, 
said that a press conference 
would be held to reveal further 
plans regarding Reagan's visit 
to the island. 


It is understood that the 
committee is trying to bring well 
known New York-based 
journalist, Elombe Brathwaite, 
to speak at a public rally. 


Barbados-born Brathwaite was 
among a team of journalists who 
created the television special on 
Muhammad - was 
recently screened on Barbados 
television. 
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REAGAN'S CBI VIEWED AS ‘DIVIDE AND RULE' TECHNIQUE 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 23 Mar 82 p 4 


{Article by Neville Linton] 


[Text] 


THE technique of divide and rule is an old one in 
politics and almost a routine ofimperialism. It is not 
surprising therefore to find this approach being 
used by President Ronald Reagan in his Caribbean 
strategy. The conditions of his Caribbean economic 
programme are clearly in this tradition — the main 
advantages therein are to be open only to govern- 
ments favoured by the United States. 

It is no accident that, from the beginning, the 
United States proposal was named the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. As announced, some two-thirds of 
the special funds would be going to Central America 
— thus more emphasis on the rim countries of the 
basin rather than the island chain. But it is the 
word ‘“‘initiative’’ which is more interesting for it 
helps us to understand both origin and purpose. 


Washington always had in mind a ay teeny which would 
be a useful tool in its specific hemisphere foreign policy goals. 
This is a perspective quite different from that which would in- 
form a programme _— primarily to the objective development 
of hemisphere neighbours or as a contribution to the long sought 
after ‘‘Néw International Economic Order’”’. 
It is important to be clear about this. If one takes for in- 
stance the Lome Convention. In that European Economic 
rogramme of cooperation with Third World states, which has 


en in existence for over a d~cade and which in some ways, is. 


even wider in range than the Reagan Plan, it is a characteristic 
that the programme is open to all Third World states in the 
~~ Pe area which it covers and there are no distinctions 

ased on ideology or other political conditions. Thus Grenada 
can benefit under the Lome terms but not from the CBI. 


The United States is, Caribbean people _ un- 
of course, free to create derstand that this is no 
the coriditions for the use Marshall Plan, nor is it a 
of its funds —what is United States version of 
important is that the the Lome Agreement, but 
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a plan in the tradition of a 
country which declared 
the Munroe Doctrine and 
the Alliance For Progress. 

It is a hemisphere 
alliance economic plan, 
and the stress is on the 
word “alliance’’. 


APPROACH 


As a result it is not 
surprising that the United 
States is insisting on a 
bilateral approach or that 
the United States’ ally — 
Jamaica —_ staunchly 
backs such an approach. 
When therefore the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Foreign Minister says that 
he would prefer a 
multilateral and regional 
approach to the CBI we 
may well already see the 
workings of division in the 
region through the 
initiative. 

Of course there are two levels 
of bilateral channels. At the 
level of the donors, for instance, 
rather than having a multi- 
lateral donors’ consortium, 


each donor is free to have its 
own initiative with the 


Caribbean. Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga did refer to this 
level in his remarks when he 
indicated that under the CBI 
Canada, for example, was free 
to give aid to Grenada just as 
the United States was free not 
to So give. 

It is at the recipient level that 
there is more of a problem — 
should Caribbean States or 
some sector of them, such as 
CARICOM states. have an 
agreed common front on the 
conditions under which they 
take assistance from any of the 
donors or should each country 
deal independently, that is, 
bilaterally. with the donor? 

These fundamental 
questions and answers to them 
may already have been 
proposed by the regional 
committee of which Trinidad 
and Tobago’s Rampersad was 
chairman. There are questions 
which a_ regional heads of 
overnment meeting might well 

» seized of or at least. in the 
short term, a foreign ministers’ 
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meeting. But for this type of 
discussion to be really fruitful it 
would be necessary to have 
some idea of what other 
potential donor countries are 
ready to offer. The com- 
mitments and conditions of 
Mexico, France, Canada et _al 
can then be juggled in a ba 
with the United States one an 
some compromise, acceptable 
to ell parties, may be achieved. 
The CBI may yet give op- 
portunity to break the 
hegemonic style in which 
Washington normally deals with 
this region. 

If Caribbean governments 
unite and say they want a 
common donor fund. and the 
majority of donors are for such 
a fund, the United States will be 
under some pressure to adapt 
its posture. It need not, of 
course, but the very process 
would be a useful one and 4 step 
towards the principles behind 
what is called the New Inter- 
national Economic Order. 


It needs to be remembered 
that the Reagan Economic Plan 
is only one part of a Caribbean 
package — the two other 
principal unheralded parts are 
the security programme and the 

litical programme. These 
hove grave implications for the 
region and preoccupation with 
the CBI should not be allowed to 
divert attention from the fact 
that the Reagan administration 
is on a thrust to make the 
Caribbean safe as “a vital 
strategic and commercial artery 
for the United States"’. 


The CBI is the carrot, but it is 
on the stick that we should be 
focussing. We need to be alert 
to the build-up of United States 
and Caribbean militar 
establishments, of the Unite 
States military presence, of 
manoeuvres, of the f a of 
showing the American flag 
through visiting naval vessels, 
of the possible desire for morc 
bases, and of the increasing c! 
links between the militar 
establishments of the U nite 
States and those of the region. 

The political initiatives will be 
many and the most discon- 
certing will be those geared to 
subversion and destabilisation. 
At the more obvious level will be 
the propaganda = aud _in- 
formation campaign — we will 
be subject to even more of the 
United States public relations 
techniques and cultural im- 
perialism. 
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PUBLIC WORKERS UNION HOLDS 38TH GENERAL CONFERENCE 
President's Remarks 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 28 Mar 82 p l 


[Excerpts] Civil servants in Barbados should demand the restoration of the 
management services unit. 


Fresident of the National Union of Public Workers (NUPW) Mr. Horatio Cooke 
said yesterday that it was shameful that there was no management services 
unit and the administrators should hang their heads in shame at such a state 
of affairs in 1982. 


He told the 38th annual general conference of the union at the NUPW headquar- 
ters, Dalkeith Road that the application of management services aimed at con- 
stantly revising and streamlining the organisation was indispensable to modern 
administration. 


Mr. Cooke said that it had been hoped that the need was being fulfilled when 
some 1l years ago an Organisation and Methods Division was created in the Civil 
Service and just before that a Computer Division. 


"One fondled the hope that with these two agencies, one of which is a potential 
wonder, there would be a new approach to work processes and training would be 
adapted for the purpose", he said. 


But, he noted, the Organisation and Methods Division has been abolished and 
the training institution has been downgraded. And, he wondered whether the 
underutilised computer would be the next to go. 


Mr. Cooke also blasted a proposal to modify the code to the political activity 
of civil servants as being “faulty". He said the proposal would seek to es- 


tablish three levels: 


(a) An exclusive class comprising heads of departments, Permanent Secretar- 
ies and senior technical officers who would have no right to participation; 


(b) The intermediate class who would be allowed limited participation; and 
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(c) Those on the lower rungs of the structure who would be allowed full 
participation. 


But, he felt that the proposal was faulty in one major respect in that it did 
not take account of mobility from one class to the other a ~ overlooked the 
fact that the same human being was involved. 


Mr. Cooke also suggested that a special committee of civil servants and non- 
civil servants should be established to examine the matter of political par- 
ticipation of civil servants with a view to regularising procedures and prac- 
tices before it was too late. 


Some of the more important changes, he noted, were the realisation of full 
political independence, the total localisation of the Civil Service and the 
gradual but definite take-over of responsibility for specific aspects of per- 
sonnel management by the political administration with the consequence of a 
diminishing scope for the various Services Commissions. 


The NUPW boss stressed that in the light of those changes the way the public 
administration was working and the concept of how it should work were badly 
out of consonance and the theory of the apolotical civil servant was a mere 
myth which allowed excuses to be offered or accusations to be levelled as may 
be convenient without due regard to a principle. 


Mr. Cooke said that it was now the norm that not only every temporary appoint- 
ment but every provision of a substitute and every casual appointment at what- 
ever level must be personally approved by a politician, so that there could be 
no doubt about the scope for political influence in every sector of the civil 
service. 


Criticism of Government Attitude 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 28 Mar 82 p l 


[Excerpts] General Secretary of the National Union of Public Workers Mr. 
Joseph Goddard has warned the Government that if it continues to fail to heed 
the cries of workers then it will have to pay the price for promoting indus- 
trial and social unrest. 


He accused the Government of procrastination and ignoring serious grievances 
of the workers in several departments of the Public Service. 


In an address at yesterday's opening of the NUPW's 38th annual general con- 
ference, Mr. Goddard spoke of problems at the Customs Department, in the Ades 
Aegypti (Mosquito) Inspectorate, at the Psychiatric Hospital, in the Security 
Guards Service, at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Ministry of Transport 
and Works. 


The union, he said, must seriously address its intentions and divert much of 


its energy in the coming months to the question of job eieiiaiaiaen which per- 
vades the public service. 
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Mr. Goddard predicted that in the light of the new Public Service policy, or 
the policy of unemployment in the Public Service, which has emerged under 
this political regime, there was no doubt that the incidence of industrial 
action will increase. 


Not only that, he said, but social unrest was highly probable. 


He said that management-workers relationships cannot be realistic, genuine 
and successful if one party--management--is willing only to talk with the 
other when talks are to go through the motions or are convened to suit the 
employer's interest. 


Mr. Goddard suggested that before time runs out, genuine attempts should be 
made by Government to: 


(1) Effect more efficient personnel management so that among other things, 
communications would be improved to facilitate and expedite the redress of 
workers grievances, complaints and concerns; 

(2) Improve collective bargaining procedures by permitting greater scope for 
negotiations and consultations as well as increasing the frequency of such 
exercise; and 


(3) Bargain in good faith. 


He accused the Government of being "arrogant, uncaring and unsympathetic" to 
the workers it governs and employs. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY HEARS DEBATE ON STATUS OF DEFENSE FORCE 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 26 Mar 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


sition Parliamentarian 
Dr. Richie Haynes has said he 
would like to see more of the 
couatey 3 resources placec 


behind Police Force rather 
than the development of an 
army. 


He reminded the House of 
Assembly on Wednesday of 
the pattern or armies taking 
over Third World countries, 
ee to the coups in 

angladesh and Guatemala 
this week. 

Dr. Haynes said that he had 
never heard of a Police Force 
taking over a country he 
felt that their attitudes and 
approach to law and 
were different. 

He charged that the 

liticisation of the Defence 

orce was not started under 
the Democratic Labour Party 
but by charges that the party 
had n involved in sub- 
versive activities. 

Dr. pf ointed out that 
some million would be 
spent on the Defence Force in 

three-year period = 
March 31, 1983. That ha 
serious implications for 
spending in the area of 

ence over the next decade, 
he said. 


There will have to be capital 
replacements as hardware 
became obsolete, he said, and 
demands on recurrent ex- 

iture. He said it could 
also lead to other s in 
the Force itself like low 
morale. 


A small + pee country 
like Barbados, . Haynes 
felt, has to strike a balance in 
these matters and a 

itself to the question of the 
relationship between the 
Defence Force and the Civil 
authority. He said the 
problems in places like 
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Bangladesh and Guatemala 
stemmed from the militarism 
and the posture of the army. 

Dr. Haynes said he knew of 
the French ion in the 
area and that > 
assistance to Martinique. He 
said he knew that new 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand no longer es 
the causes supported by 
former President Valery 
Giscard d‘Estaing and so had 
broken the connection. 

The severing of those links 
he claimed, has had an input 
into the policies of the Bar- 
bados e Force and he 
added that he knew of the role 

layed in the area of in- 
ormation and Spying and the 
connection with Minister 
of Defence in Barbados. 

Dr. Haynes said the country 


was inning *0 see 
implications of the ex- 
penditure and allocation of 


resources. In four to five 
years’ time, he said, the 
implications of expenditure 
the army would be seen. 


He warned that the civil 
wer could not protect itself 
rom armies and must 


therefore be careful about how 
they were set up. The record 
over the past years, he 


added, has shown that the risk 
from the army set up to 
protect the civil power was 
— than from any ex- 
ernal source. 


Prime Minister Tom Adams 
said that the claim that the 
ruling Barbados Labour Party 
had said that the ition 
was_ involved s 
would have had more sub- 
stance if the DLP had con- 
demned Sydney Burnett- 
Alleyne and if it had carried 
out an investigation into what 
the Perannal Accistant to the 
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form °r Prime Minister had to 
do with the 1976 plot. 

If the DLP could not 
repudiate Mr. Earl G 
Mr. Adams said, then it 
have to stand condemned with 


im. 
Mr. Branford Taitt, who is 
president of the DLP said that 
if the Prime Minister knew of 
any member of the party who. 
had committed a crime, then 
he should have that 
parece arrested. If Mr. 
ecere was plotting, he 
should have been put in 
prison, Mr. Taitt said. 

Mr. Adams said that there 
was 2 history of coups in South 
America and noted that in 
Panama, this was sometimes 
done by the Police, while in 
other countries it was usually 


the army or the navy. ne 
army, he said, viewed itself as 
the ultimate guardian of 
constitutional liberty. 

However, he said that to 
suggest that all armies were a 
threat to the state was a 
mistake. _ 

The Prime Minister said 
Barbados only had to be 
careful to run its business in 
such a way that there would be 
no military coup here. And, he 
eautioned that w one 
started telling a Defence 
Force of its power to over- 
throw a government fe 
one was putting ideas into 
their heads. 

Nonetheless, he felt that 
some governments invited 
their violent overthrow by 
their conduct, whether it was 
when they were in Opposition 
or when they came to power. 

He said he had no fear that 
the DLP would run Barbados 
in such a way as to justify the 
violent overthrow of the 
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overnment. He added that 

asloyalty was unlikely to 
, por throughout the ranks 

every single officer in the 
army. 

Government backbencher 
Mr. Leroy Sisnett felt that a 
Defence Force was necessary 
for any developing country 
and that the yn ion should 
join with the Government in 
its effort to protect the 
country. 


Unless, he said, the vast 
expanse of sea around the 
country was _ protected, it 
would be subjected to in- 
cursions by those who would 
want to deprive Barbadians of 
their freedom. 


position MP Mr. Keith 
Simmons said that there was 
no doubt that the two parties 
agreed on the need for a 
Defence Force, but thev 
rted ways on the way it has 
en eveloping. He 
questioned the wisdom of 
——— on the army when, 
he noted, funds could not be 
obtained to build a barracks 
for Policewomen. 
- He queried whether or not 
Government would establish a 
National Service programme 
within the Defence Force and 
felt that it would offer an 
cpper tansy re only to — 
iscipline in the young people 
and teach them a skill or trade 
and to play sports, as well as 
to reduce the number of 
youths involved in crime. 
Government _ backbencher 
Roy Brathwaite suggested 
that the Defence Force could 
be used to assist with patrols 
in the carts roads and around 
cane fields at night and that 


‘would produce a reduction in 


the number of cane fires. 
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MINISTER REVIEWS RECENT PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURE 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Mar 82 pl 


[Text ] 
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Over the past seven months, 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
has been reviewing its 
operation and looking at its 
rogrammes and has em- 
arked on new initiatives. 


This was yesterday 
disclosed in the House of 
Assembly, by: Dr. Richard 
(Johnny) Cheltenham, 
Minister of Agriculture, while 
7 ger under Agriculture in 
the 1982-83 Estimates. 


He said that regarding 
statutory corporations, for the 
first time there was no sub- 
vention provided for the 
Barbados Marketing Cor- 
poration (BMC). 


The Minister added that he 
was confident that they would 
not have to seek a _ sup- 
plementary vote this year. 


He said that the Board of the 
BMC was re-organising and 
re-structuring the BMC ‘“‘to 
make it a viable 
organisation.” 


According to Dr. 
Cheltenham, the Board had 
been successful in getting top 
management staff as rt 
of the system, and to allow 
them to monitor and control 
a _ direction of the 


He said that the abattoir 


services had been re- 
organised, particularly as a 
result 0 a training 


rogramme by the Canadian 
nternational Development 
Agency (CIDA) 

“The BMC’s role in the 80s 
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will be quite different from 
what its role was during the 
last 20 years,’ the Minister 
said. 

He added: ‘‘We are looking 
at the new BMC role and in a 
few months we will be about to 
make a statement about the 
new emphasis of the BMC.“ 

Dr. eltenham said that 
the BMC had an important 
role to play in the co- 
ordinating of areas with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
the Barbados Agricultural 
Society (BAS). 

He said that the 
Agricultural Development 
Corporation (ADC) was the 
second major agency of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and it 
continued its programme of 
bringing unused land _ back 
into production. 


The Minister said that 
Spencer's Plantation, Christ 
Church, and Bath Plantation, 
a were efforts by the 
ADC. 


He said further that the 
BMC: continued to undertake 
trials in peanuts and other 
crops and was looking at the 
implementation of a Rural 
Development Scheme which 
‘would be funded by Inter- 
national agencies. 

Concerning the inghall 
Land Lease Project, St. Lucy, 
he said that the Ministry was 
currently selecting the other 
11 farmers and it was hoped 
that the houses would soon be 
put on the land in another few 
months and the schemes 
would be operational. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PAPER SEES CANE FIRES AS THREAT TO NATION'S SURVIVAL 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 23 Mar 82 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


WHEN there is an e&fnergency situation following 
such a calamity as an earthquake, hurricane or 
floods, the resources, determination and efforts of all 
the citizens of the afflicted community are mobilised 
to alleviate the suffering and try to restore the 
situation to normal. 

Barbados is in an ernergency situation — but the 
community seems not to realise it. The sugar in- 
dustry, mainstay of our agriculture based economy, 
is being systematically destroyed, and all but a few 
seem callously disinterested. 

The Barba Sugar Producers Association as 
well as individual factory managers and sugar cane 
farmers have expressed extreme concern with the 
numbers of fires and ihe devastation of acreages of 
ripe canes that are a daily feature of the industry at 
present. 

Up to Saturday 400 cane fires had t2en reported to 
the Barbados Fire Service and the acreage burned 
was put at 2693. But it is believed that the tally of 
fires is much higher, because plantations have been 
battling blazes with their own fire fighting “4 
ment. Concerned private citizens have also 
turning out to beat out fires. 

On Saturday 70 acres of canes were burnt and by 
Sunday afternoon seven more cane fires had been 
reported to the hard pressed Fire Service — all this 
in addition to grass fires and bush fires. And let us 
not forget that it is these same embattled heroic men 
and women who must also rush to house fires which 
have been destroying chattel houses so frequently. 


The cane fires are hampering the processing of 


sugar in the five factories now operating with the 
result that an already diminishing estimated total of 
sugar output will be urther reduced. Last year’s 
sugar earnings were in the order of a disaster. Ri 7 
canes had to be left unharvested in: the fiel 
because of . late start to the crop and ex- 
traordinarily heavy rainfall. 

So severe eet Be a last year, a 
over this year has resulted in SS. on delivery 
of this year’s canes being held back in some cases to 
recover money paid in advance to cane farmers. 
Some small farmers have vowed never to plant 


a 
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canes again so that more people are becoming 
frustrated and alienated from the sugar industry. 

The Director of the Sugar Producers Association 
has said that some plantations have had fires set in 
their fields as many as five times in one night and 
this can only be assessed as a systematic campaign 
of arson, deliberately aimed at destroying these 
—- and the economic viability of Barbados 
as well. 

Barbadians have been warned repeatedly about 
the deleterious effects of cane fires. Crop yield for 
three consecutive years diminishes after a field is 
fired. Biological controls that combat sugar cane 
pests are destroyed and the spread of-disease and 
per damage is increased. Insects migrate from 
rield to field fleeing from the spreading fires. Con. 
siderable environmental damage is done with 
smoke, and ash polluting the atmosphere as well as 
soiling surveundine homes. Trees near fields are 
killed, homes are threatened, mulch is destroyed so 
= toy erosion is accelerated and soil condition 

ered. 

Efforts have been mounted to combat cane fires. 
There is a fire prevention panel, there have been 
increased police patrols, citizens’ bard radio en- 
thusiasits nave been operating a surveillance and 
warning system, the plantations have made their 
own arrangements for watching, warning and ex- 
tinguishing cane fires. 

And Barbadians are highly mobile, enjoying more 
cars and other means of transport per head of 
erro and per mile of road than most other 

ribbean territories. Our population density is also 
higher, so there can. be few totally secluded spots 
around the island. | 

So why have not more arsonists been spotted and 
reported? They must be clever with a t deal of 
organisation. And there can be no doubt that they 
want to destroy Barbados. We therefore need the 
eyes and ears of every Barbadian to detect these 
criminals and report to the police every incident so 
that this menace can be destroyed. This is an 
emergency situation vggich demands the concerted 
action of every loyal Barbadian. We are truly in a 
fight for survival — and we'd better really fight. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


WORLD BANK LOAN--WASHINGTON, Sunday, (CANA)--The World Bank today announced 
approval of a US$2.7 million loan to Barbados for technical assistance and 
energy conservation. The US$3.7 million project will strengthen institution- 
al capabilities and train local counterpart staff to work with farmers and 
energy users. In the agricultural sector, the project will provide consultant 
services to advise the Government on the development .of non-sugar agriculture 
by improving policies, extension work, irrigation, and marketing the Bank said. 
During the course of project implementation, training will be provided and 
short-term pilot projects may be carried out. Recognising the importance of 
energy management, the Government will use about 40 man-months of consultant 
services for promoting energy conservation, the World Bank said. A permanent 
energy conservation organisation will be set up and a national conservation 
programme will be implemented. The programme will include developing local 
expertise, advising and motivating consumers, improving the transport system, 
and providing credit facilities for energy conservation. Specialised short- 
term training will upgrade qualifications of energy managers, engineers, and 
other Government staff. The project will also provide equipment and library 
materials. Overall responsibility for the project will be assumed by the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning, headed by Prime Minister Tom Adams. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 29 Mar 82 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VEIGA PRESENTS REPORT TO CTC NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 11, 12, 15, 16, 17 Mar 82 
[1l Mar 82 p 2] 


[Text] In this issue, TRABAJADORES begins serial publication of 
the complete text of tne Main Report presented by Roberto Veiga, 
alternate member of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the 
party and secretary general of the CTC [Central Organization of 
Cuban Trade Unions], at the 44th CTC National Council Meeting. 

It discussed and analyzed questions of great interest to the peo- 
ple, especially all workers. 


Introduction 


We begin this meeting only a few days after the end of the 10th WFTU Congress held 
in our country. In many people's opinion, this meeting of the unionized workers 
of the world was unprecedented in the history of the international union movement 
due to its composition, content and results. 


We remember the unforgettable days of the WFTU Congress. Fidel's vibrant and en- 
lightening words still resound. In his masterly speech, he made a fervent call for 
unity of all the workers and their union organizations. 


There were 810 union delegates representing 269 million workers of all trends who 
listened attentively to the inspirational words of our commander in chief. Revo- 
lutionary and progressive union representatives from all continents were there. 
They not only expressed their approval of the historic speech by our chief and 
guide but embraced his inspiring message as a battle flag in their fight for peace 
and against exploitation and imperialist oppression. 


A few hours ago, we all attended the different ceremonies giving merited homage to 
our female comrades through "International Day of the Woman." However, it still 
seems that we have been able to offer little to the woman who--as mother, wife, 
comrade, girlfriend or friend--has been an irreplaceable participant in the mar- 
velous work of the revolution. She has put her heart into our cause to make it 


invincible. 
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If the homage that we have given is small in comparison to the homage that they de- 
serve, our female comrades in the union movement know that our admiration and af- 
fection are enormous. At this 44th CTC National Council Meeting we reaffirm the 
pride that we feel in having our brave and faithful women comrades with us. 


Last year was a time of great efforts, extraordinary labor progress and notable 
advances in the growing revolutionary and communist awareness of the workers and 
all the people. It was a year when our union movement worked hard and once more 
put to a test its firm decision to fight, its great strength and its staunch de- 
termination to make the revolution advance and to strengthen the unmovable founda- 
tions of the first state of workers and peasants on this continent. As a result 

of those efforts and that awareness, 1981 was a year of rich and fruitful harvests. 


I. Economic Activity of Unions 
a) Production and Emulation 


In 1981 we fulfilled the commitments made for our great national emulation to sa- 
lute the 10th WFTU Congress. All the provinces and unions and most of the munici- 
palities were successful. About 2.1 million workers fulfilled their individual 
commitments. Thousands of work centers carrying out an infinity of labor feats 
fulfilled their annual technical-economic plans at least a month early. As planned, 
the incentives established by the CTC and the WFTU were awarded in a solem cere- 
mony celebrating the 10th WFTU Congress in Cuba. 


The 10th WFTU Congress Emulation aroused extraordinary enthusiasm. It helped the 
workers and their unions achieve important successes including the following. 


The economic results of this stage were the best since the triumph of the revolu- 
tion. The Global Social Product grew about 12 percent. There was increased eco- 
nomic activity in all production sectors. About 80 percent of the growth in pro- 
duction was achieved due to the 10-percent increase in work productivity. This 
means greater efficiency in the use of resources, especially human resources. 


The 1980-81 sugar harvest was the best and most efficient in our history. The 
sugar mills were operating at 89 percent of their potential. The recovery was the 
highest in the last 15 years. Productivity per cutter increased about 24 percent. 
Oil consumption per ton of cane ground decreased an extraordinary amount. The 
small harvest this year surpasses past levels with the exception of the 1969-70 
harvest which, as is known, began grinding 120 days before this one. 








The highest levels in history for planting cane were reached and losses of planted 
areas decreased compared to the previous year. 


Important activities related with the standard of living showed favorable behavior. 
The total amount of sales to the people through the retail trade and the food ser- 
vice network grew by more than 11.5 percent. Capacity in daycare centers and in 
semiboarding primary schools increased. In public health, the number of beds for 
medical and social care and the number of medical and dental consultations in- 
creased. The infant mortality rate was 18.5 deaths of babies under 1 year for 
every 1,000 born alive. 
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Labor discipline improved in almost all economic sectors. 


Awareness of the need for compliance with safety and hygiene measures developed and 
the frequency and seriousness of work accidents decreased slightly. 


There was important progress in the great battle that our union movement fights 
for Cuban workers to at least complete the ninth grade level by 1985. 


These results were achieved at a time when an impressive political, moral and revo- 
lutionary climate prevailed and the workers and all the people devoted a large part 
of their efforts to preparations for the defense of the fatherland facing what was 
sometimes felt to be imminent direct aggression from the U.S. imperialists. In 

the past year, they criminally introduced a dengue epidemic here, forcing the mo- 
bilization of all the people, especially doctors, nurses and other health techni- 
cians and workers. These people worked selflessly and productively to eradicate 
the carrier and the effects of this disease which caused irreparable losses in 
human lives--particularly children--and vast material resources. 


These achievements were accomplished at a time of worsening economic crisis in the 
world capitalist system which provoked acute unemployment, inflation and economic 
recession in many capitalist countries. This caused a great imbalance in interna- 
tional financial relations and an indefensible increase in interest rates. Al- 
though to a much lesser degree, it also affects the socialist countries and has 
unfavorable repercussions on the underdeveloped world. In the specific case of our 
economy, the effects of the crisis have meant a significant deterioration in ex- 
change rates which has negatively affected our foreign trade balance. 


The economic results achieved by our country in 1981 are much more significant 
within the context of this adverse international situation. 


This year we will dedicate the emulation to the Fourth UJC [Union of Young Commu- 
nists] Congress and its two decades of fruitful work. 


This March we propose to set all the individual and collective commitments for 
this emulation. On 4 April, in solemn ceremonies in all the provinces and munici- 
palities, we will deliver these commitments to the party leadership. 


This year the national economic plan projects only a 2.5-percent growth in the 
Global Social Product. This figure had to be adapted to the conditions under which 
Our economy must develop in 1982. 


This growth is relative since it must be compared to 1981 which was a year of un- 
precedented growth. There are also the limitations that the world economic situa- 
tion imposes like low sugar prices. This forces us to aspire to more modest growth 
and even renounce intentions that we had initially presented when drawing up our 
5-year plan. The causes of this situation were explained by Fidel in his brilliant 
speech at the closing of the Second CDR [Committees for the Defense of the Revolu- 
tion] Congress and covered at our last national council meeting. 


The planned decrease in the rate of growth of our economy does not mean that our 


economic objectives this year will not demand notable and sustained effort. On 
the contrary, now more than ever the quest for high levels of economic efficiency 
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is indispensable. We have objective limitations that hinder growth at desired 
levels but we have potential reserves to achieve substantial savings in materials 
and raw materials, particularly electricity, fuel and petroleum derivatives. 


We must wholeheartedly support revitalization of the campaign to conserve electri- 
city. That way we can save tens of thousands of tons of oil per year. Some 

1,143 enterprises received a guide to study supervision, regulation and conserva- 
tion of electricity. These enterprises represent less than 1 percent of the con- 
sumers of electricity in the country but, nevertheless, use 45 percent of the energy 
Supplied by the National Electrical Energy System. These enterprises which are 
large consumers of electricity have not made a prompt and firm response to these 
Studies. Our union duties include pressuring them to carry out these studies 
quickly and efficiently. 


At the previous council meeting, it was agreed that each union would set an objec- 
tive of saving 10 percent ia materials and raw materials this year. The majority 
of the unions were enthusiastic about this initiative. Many have specified and 
quantified the measures to be adopted in their respective union sections in order 
to 1aterialize and encourage fulfillment of this objective. It would be useful 
for those who have made progress in this work to share their experiences at this 
meeting. 


This year savings will constitute one of the main objectives of the socialist 
emulation. 


A low rate of growth in the Global Social Product does not negate our many possi- 
bilities to continue developing. Development does not mean only or principally 
qucntitative growth but, even more, growth in efficiency, progress in saving our 
resources and growth in quality. In this sense, we can achieve substantial and 
appreciable results. 


We can achieve a great deal if we continue our slow growth in sugar and agricultural- 
livestock production and reach superior levels of efficiency in the main indicators 
in these sectors. 


We can achieve a great deal if the construction workers give precedence and appro- 
priately carry out priority projects and are capable of concentrating all their 
efforts on completion of construction objectives. 


We can achieve a great deal if we expand diversification of exportable products and 
reach levels of quality capable of satisfying the requirements of the international 
market. 


We can achieve a great deal if our trade and food service workers improve the qual- 
ity and efficiency of the services that they offer the people. It should be pointed 
out that the consumer funds of the people will continue growing--for social consump- 
tion as well as personal consumption--and we will see even more improvement in the 
availability of vegetables, fruit and produce. The distribution of some foods 
through the parallel market will continue. With regard to industrial products, the 
availability of durable goods-—-radios, refrigerators, washing machines, fans and 
televisions, including color televisions-—-will increase. It is indispensable to 
substantially improve repair services in these respective shops. 
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We can achieve a great deal if our health workers continue improving the quality 
of the services that they offer our people. There will be expansion of the hospi- 
tals, basically the pediatric hospitals, which will now have new intensive care 
rooms. 


We can achieve a great deal if our education and science workers continue to improve 
the quality of the application of our educational and scientific programs. 


We can achieve a great deal if we rationally use the planned resources for increased 
maintenance and reconstruction of educational installations and repair of housing 
and other buildings. We must add that this year there will be a 30-percent in- 
crease in the sale tothe people of construction materials like cement, wood, cor- 
rugated steel bars, sanitary fixtures, electronic cable, etc. 


We can achieve a great deal if we are capable of improving the transportation ser- 
vice, taking care of our equipment and doing the repairs with complete conviction 
that, in this way, we serve our society of workers. 





We can achieve a great deal if we stimulate our productive environment, improving 
the quality of radio, television, press and other mass media and increasing cultural 
options. In this way, we creatively combine a high aesthetic and artistic level 
with the profound revolutionary concepts that inspire the education of all the 
people, especially our youths and children. 


We can achieve a great deal if we improve the activities that we offer in our re- 
creational installations, especially in the social clubs where the workers and 
their children can meet for wholesome enjoyment of free time, sports and other 
forms of recreation. We must particularly work on improvement of vacation plans 
and the creation of more facilities for tourist trips abroad. 


We can achieve a great deal if we eliminate the residual bureaucratic distortions 
that still obstruct work in some state offices. 


We have a broad field in which to develop and there are no unsurmountable limita- 
tions. We cannot grow much quantitatively but we can set and meet an infinite 
number of objectives that, in fact, positively affect our development and improve 
the standard of living of our people. Those, then, are the most important objec- 
tives for the emulation goals of our unions this year. 


Fulfillment of those objectives will demand disciplined, conscious, skilled, ener- 
getic, creative and communist work from the workers and all the union leaders. We 
are sure that, once more, we will know how to do what is demanded and expected of us! 


On this occasion, more than any other, the young workers must be main participants 
in our emulation victories. Materialization of this aspiration will depend to a 
great extent on the work that the unions carry out and their ability to attract 
and motivate them. This year the emulation can be a very important contribution 
in the decision to actively incorporate young workers in the fight to fulfill our 
union tasks. 
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b) The Sugar Harvest 


As has already been stated, in the first half of last year we ended the most or- 
ganized and efficient sugar harvest in our history. The union movement success- 
fully fulfilled the approved work plan for these objectives. On past occasions 
we mentioned the more important tasks carried out to stimulate that sugar harvest; 
it is not necessary to repeat them now. 


We have punctually selected, organized and placed regular as well as volunteer cut- 
ting forces for the present harvest; they have democratically established emulation 
commitments. Some 50,000 volunteer cutters and 28,000 regular cutters have been 
mobilized nationally. 


There has been work to improve the living and working conditions of the harvest 
workers. We are aware of the lodging situation, the quality of the food and the 
hygienic and environmental conditions of the dining rooms and snack bars. There 
has been special concern for the quality and adequate distribution ot work clothing 
and tools. However, our efforts have not been compensated with satisfactory re- 
Sults in all cases. Due to shortages from the suppliers, we have had problems 
with the quality of handles and, despite every effort, we have not been able to 
acquire blades that fully satisfy requirements. The quality of boots and gloves 
is poor. The government has decided that the best boots and gloves produced will 
go to the cutters. We hope that the light industry workers are capable of produc- 
ing these articles to meet the demands of the harvest. It would be a shame if our 
country had to import boots and gloves because our workers could not produce them 
with the required quality. There are other problems related to the quality of 
hats and water jugs and the availability of thermoses, kerosene stoves and other 
products. We are trying our best to solve these problems and others concerning 
food distribution. 


During this harvest, some wage situations that remained pending last year were 
revised. However, there are others that we must revise before the next harvest 
including hauling long cane, cutting high-yield cane for the collection and pre- 
processing stations and aspects related to payment for abnormal conditions in cer- 
tain very specific jobs in the sugar industry. In the coming months, we must also 
evaluate the results of accumulated experience in order to proceed with tying 
wages to norms in the collection and preprocessing centers. 


In fulfillment of the agreements that we adopted 6 months ago, we have tried to im- 
prove the quantity, variety and quality of the Special Emulation awards. There 
are already 85,000 awards established to stimulate the harvest workers including 
500 cars, 1,500 motorcycles and more than 1,000 tourist trips abroad. These trips 
will be offered at a 50-percent discount. As we had decided, these awards were 
extended to workers at the sugar shipping terminals. 


The harvest is going well. We have maintained an average grinding rate of more 
than 90 percent. The highest levels ever in grinding and use of industrial capa- 
city have been reached and there has been an appreciable decline in oil consump- 
tion. Worker productivity in manual activities, mechanized work and work with 
animal traction has increased. We already have more than 400 regular and volunteer 
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million-arroba brigades. We have never before recorded such a figure by this date. 
The Havana City cutters achieved a great feat with all their brigades cutting 
their first million arrobas earlier in the harvest than ever. 


The standard of living of the sugar workers has improved. The flexible part of 
wages has increased considerably and almost all harvest workers receive the 
benefits of bonuses. The workers in the sugar mills now enjoy a weekly break and 
cane farmers, like agricultural-livestock workers in general, receive the benefits 
of an annual vacation. The sugar industrial worker is the best paid worker in the 
country today. This improvement corresponds to an appreciable increase in the 
fulfillment of labor norms and an increase in work productivity. The present sugar 
harvest can be the most important economic event in our revolutionary history. 


These achievements do not keep us from self-critically analyzing some problems. 
Although the selection of cutters was good in general, there were provinces that 
regressed which meant that the number of cutters under the option of 40-percent 
guaranteed wages decreased compared to last year. We must take as many measures 
as necessary so that these negative experiences are not repeated in the next har- 
vest for any reason! 


Decisive weeks are approaching. March and April are crucial months for the har- 
vest. This is a stage of high agroindustrial yields and traditionally the rate of 
grinding declines since the volume cut tends to decrease, especially on weekends. 
This dangerous trend has already shown up in some places. We must keep this from 
occurring at all costs. The CTC and the unions, particularly the sugar workers 
union, must fight that situation unceasingly. Last year we managed to check this 
tendency; there is no obstacle to keep us from doing it again. 


The superior harvest that our commander in chief has asked for requires massive 
and steady grinding and high industrial efficiency. This is a good time to increase 
recovery. 


This situation compels us to act with initiative, energy and speed. The rate of 
grinding must not slow down but, on the contrary, increase. We must use all avail- 
able resources. It is necessary to cut, reap and haul more cane, especially on 
Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays. There is an urgent need to fill the rosters of 
cutters and incorporate the indispensable reserve force. The fight to increase 
cutting must be closely tied to fulfillment of technical norms. Excessive amounts 
of straw, shoots, dirt and other foreign elements upset the process and affect 

the yield; they make us lose sugar. 


Now more than ever, there must be greater attention to strict maintenance of the 
sugar mills. There must be an aggressive reaction to any interruption and we must 
achieve high efficiency. 


Strong encouragement for the Special Harvest Emulation, particularly our powerful 
million-arroba movement, is urgent. Let us remember that 1,300 brigades are com- 
mitted to cut a million or more arrobas of cane in the present harvest. 


Giron Day which comes up soon should be an exceptional opportunity to stimulate 


the urgent tasks that sugar production demands. That will be our great goal in 
Salute to 1 May. 
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Also in the coming months we must do inspired work in planting spring cane, clear- 
ing, cultivating and other care of the cane areas. This will guarantee the cane 
supply for the next harvest and the 5-year period. 


c) Production and Service Assemblies 


During the past year, improvements could be seen in the quality of the production 
and service assemblies and the representative assemblies as well as in control of 
their results. Nevertheless, some problems still persist, particularly in the 
production and service assemblies as we had noted at the 43rd council meeting. 


It is still necessary to improve the regularity and content of these assemblies in 
which the workers have the opportunity to express their opinions and suggestions 

on problems that can affect production. What function can the representative as- 
semblies serve-~we emphasized this at our previous meeting--if they lack the valu- 
able and indispensable elements that the workers can contribute in their production 
and service assemblies? We think that we must not only reflect on this but it is 
time to apply the appropriate solutions to strengthen the development of these 
assemblies which, without any question, constitute an essential vehicle for the 
direct participation of the workers in economic management. (To be continued in 
the next issue) 


[12 Mar 82 p 2] 
[Text] d) Innovators and Efficiency Experts 


The Constitutional Congress of ANIR [National Association of Innovators and Effi- 
ciency Experts] last December helped strengthen this extraordinary movement. At 
that event, the basic lines of work to develop and encourage the production and 
recovery of spare parts, savings and the development of specific plans were out- 
lined. Also the bill on innovations and efficiency that has been submitted to the 
Executive Committee of the Council of Ministers for final approval was analyzed. 


In 1980, there were 3,495 committees of innovators and efficiency experts with 
34,321 members; we ended 1981 with 4,684 committees which had 49,071 members. The 
economic contribution of this movement totaled 42 million pesos in 1980 and, only 
a year later, reached 170 million pesos. 


In the year we are analyzing, the 950 best innovators and efficiency experts in 
the country were given material incentives for the results of their work; 900 of 
them received cash awards totaling 723,000 pesos and 50 were given Lada automobiles. 


The prestige of our innovators and efficiency experts grows progressively. There 
is no economic sector that has not felt their work, their imagination, their inter- 
est and their dedication. This movement forms a vanguard in the fight to solve 

the many operational problems that our economy faces. It is an important bulwark 
in assimilation of the advances of the scientific and technical revolution and 
their concrete application to our technological conditions and levels of development. 


The First National Forum on Production and Recovery of Spare Parts was held in 1981. 
ANIR, with the support of the CTC and the unions, made an extraordinary contribution 
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to this activity. The majority of the proposals presented at that meeting were 
from members of this association. 


We expect much of ANIR in successfully advancing the tasks that we have presented 
to benefit savings, quality and, particularly, the production and recovery of 
Spare parts! 


e) Discussion of Technical-Economic Plans 


For the first time in 1981, the guideline figures for the annual economic-technical 

plan were reported at the same assembly as proposals for guideline figures for 1982. 
Later the guideline figures for the years 1983, 1984 and 1985 were presented to 

the workers in an assembly. The number of assemblies held for these objectives 

as well as the number of participants increased notably compared to previous years. 


A superficial analysis could lead us to the false conclusion that everything is 
going well in this process of discussion and there are no problems. However, we 
have the impression that this discussion is merely a formality in many cases. Is 
an assembly in which there are no subsequent precise answers to many of the propo- 
Sals and observations formulated by its participants perhaps a formality? Is 

the discussion of an annual plan perhaps a formality when the guideline figures 
are in many cases reported almost in the middle of the year? 





We are not ignoring the fact that this situation is partly caused by objective 
problems related to our financial limitations. However, it is partly due also to 
problems in the application of the mechanisms established for the elaboration and 
discussion of the plan with the workers. The CTC and the unions must analyze these 
problems with the corresponding organisms in order to find advisable solutions. 


f) Volunteer Work 


During the past year, we continued to encourage volunteer work. It played a very 
important role in many work centers and sectors which had delays in the fulfill- 
ment of their technical-economic plans during the first 6 months. Volunteer work 
in the fight against hemorrhagic dengue had singular importance. There were 
85,983,922 hours of volunteer work during the year worth 39,630,648 pesos in wages. 


The wages for this volunteer work last year were donated to finance the MIT [Ter- 
ritorial Militia], particularly the amount collected on Red Sunday to salute the 
64th anniversary of the October Revolution and the 10th WFTU Congress. This pro- 
ductive mobilization was the Largest in memory in our country. Some 1,857,486 
workers donated 9,985,571 hours worth 4,767,944 pesos in wages. 


We still have problems collecting for this volunteer work. In many cases, the en- 
terprises use it and then say that they lack funds to pay the wages. This de- 
tracts from the economic results and gives the image of an efficiency that does 
not really exist. This would not happen if we were inflexible in demanding the 
application of the principles established at the 13th and 14th CTC Congresses on 
the organization and development of volunteer work. Therefore, we cannot complain 
or blame others for our own weaknesses. 
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g) Work and Wage Organization 


One very important factor that contributed to last year's economic achievements 
was the implementation and improvement of the Economic Management and Planning 
System that began in the last 5-year period. This process has made it possible 
to incorporate a number of organizational measures and economic stimuli that have 
unquestionably contributed to increased efficiency in all sectors. The principal 
measures include the application of the General Wage Reform and work organization 
measures. 


As we had planned, application of the General Wage Reform was basically completed 
last year. At the previous council meeting, there was criticism of the delay in 
application of this measure to technicians but, except for some pending cases, 
this problem has been virtually solved throughout the country. 


This measure has had a positive effect on the fight to achieve greater economic 
efficiency. We could cite many figures that support this statement. Nevertheless, 
we know of enterprises where the leaders, technicians and workers have begun to 
enjoy its benefits but underestimated the commitments that they signed as a con- 
dition for its application. This led to an unfavorable result in the economic 
indicators. This is an unacceptable situation that our unions have the obliga- 
tion to denounce and correct. 


The progress achieved in the application of bonuses in 1981 is obvious. Although 
we did not fulfill the plan for the number of workers to be incorporated under 
this system, 785,042 were covered. The best unions in this task were the agricul- 
tural-livestock, sugar, transportation and food workers unions. 


This year we must try to have a million workers under the bonus payment system. 
However, the most important thing is not what we can gain through extension but in 
depth. 


It is obvious that the increase in the number of workers benefited by the bonuses 
has helped increase work productivity, improve quality and achieve savings in many 
areas. Nevertheless, we must recognize that there are enterprises and establish- 
ments where the bonus systems applied are not properly analyzed and supervised, 
where there are improper payments for work not done and, in general, financial re- 
sources are wasted. If we do not fight these problems, we will not be able to 
exploit all the possibilities derived from its correct application. There will 
even be places where it will be discredited by the workers. The unions must take 
note of the urgent need to correct errors in the application of bonuses. 


During these next few months, we must advocate the correct application of the 
"special bonuses" planned to stimulate an increase in exportable production and 
savings in fuel and electricity consumption. In this sense, it would be oppor- 
tune at this meeting to listen to the experiences of some unions like the sugar 
workers and the chemical, mining and energy workers. 


We proposed to end last year with 1.5 million norms updated; this goal was sur- 
passed. Now there is 110-percent average fulfillment of the norms. About 75 
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percent of the workers in the country are working at standardized activities and, 
of these, about 90 percent worked with norms last year. 


The efforts made especially in these past 2 years give us an elementary standardi- 
zation system. We are not ignoring the fact that this system, precisely because it 
is elementary, suffers from imperfections. Its elaboration and application have 
been limited by lack of experience and the scarcity and lack of qualifications of 
the indispensable technical force. This year we must begin to take steps that 
guarantee completion of elaboration of work norms in standardizable activities and 
advocate greater strictness in their elaboration, application and control. If we 
achieve this, we will not have to make frequent updates that, in general, discour- 
age the productive efforts of the workers. 


To achieve these objectives, our unions must advocate that the state organisms ap- 
ply the correct policy aimed at improving the skill of the standardizers and work 
Organizers and give this technical personnel the importance their work deserves. 


It was our intention to have 1.3 million workers incorporated under payment for yield 
by the end of December. We overfulfilled that goal with 1.332 million. Obviously, 
this result was satisfactory. We met a large goal that was always considered ambi- 
tious. This year we must have about 1.5 million workers being paid for yield. It 

is practically impossible to aspire to many more since the application of this form 
of payment is not feasible for the majority of the workers in the categories of 
leaders, technicians and administrative workers or for many service workers, those 
who work with automatic processes, equipment, etc. There are other incentives for 
them. 


We must point out the influence that the work done by the sugar and agricultural- 
livestock workers unions to tie the man to the area has had in the results of this 
work. This is also true of the application of payment per agreement and forma- 
tion of specialized crews among construction workers. The civilian FAR workers, 
food, transportation and metallurgical workers unions also did good work in this 
aspect. We would like to recognize the trade and food service workers union which 
has made a great effort, under difficult circumstances, to find appropriate forms 
of payment for yield in that sector. 


To continue improving and exterding the tie between the man and the area in agri- 
culture, the specialized crews in construction and the gradual replacement of 
payment for piecework by the system of payment for yield (one to one) in the indus- 
trial sectors are essential tasks that will help expand the application of the 
system of payment for yield. 


The tie between wages and standards as a way to increase work productivity and eco- 
nomic efficiency in general has been an unquestionable success. The predictions 

of our unforgettable captain have materialized. We have fulfilled Lazaro Pena's 
great desire and the most important agreement of the historic 13th CTC Congress: 
the system of payment based on work has been implemented in our country. 


The achievements in work and wage organization do not mean a fulfilled goal but a 
Starting point that leads us to qualitatively superior plans. 























Work Safety and Hygiene 


In 1981 the frequency and seriousness of work accidents decreased slightly com- 
pared to 1980. Nevertheless, we must not deceive ourselves: this is not good. 


We must recall that, only a few months ago, the Politburo of the PCC [Communist 
Party of Cuba] verified that work safety and hygiene are not going well in spite 

of the resources allocated, the laws promulgated, the events, meetings, conferences, 
Seminars, criticisms and reviews. 


If we achieved anything last year it was increasing the understanding of the union 
and administrative leaders and the workers about the problems that affect this im- 
portant activity. The preparations for and celebration of the Third National Meeting 
On Work Safety and Hygiene in Havana last November made an extraordinary contribu- 
tion. We believe it is unnecessary to repeat here the statements made at that 
meeting; they remain in full effect. The most important tasks of the CTC and its 
unions this year in order to start a positive trend in work safety and hygiene are 

to publicize the conclusions, agreements and resolutions of this meeting and to 
fight untiringly to guarantee their fulfillment. 


Last year the International Conference of the Socialist Countries on Work Safety 
and Hygiene was held in our country. This event gave us the benefit of an appre- 
ciable amount of experience in union inspection and safety and hygiene in the 
agricultural-livestock sector. 


Educational and Technical Advancement of Workers 


Last year more than 637,000 workers participated in the cultural and technical ad- 
vancement courses. This figure represents an increase compared to past years. 


More than 100,000 workers have already graduated from ninth grade and about 280,000 
are in these courses now. Between graduates and students, we have more than half 
of the number pledged for 1985. In 1981 we had the highest enrollment ever in 
these courses. 


The achievements are small compared to what remains to be done. It is necessary 
to guarantee attendance and continuation until graduation for those who are now 
Studying. It is also necessary to incorporate those who are not yet studying. 
That is a basic task that we must carry out systematically. We must make a great 
effort to incorporate those who are not studying--more than 300,000; more impor- 
tantly, this must be done this year. If we do not do it, we run the risk of not 
winning this battle. We must intelligently use all the forms, ways and variants 
available to incorporate the workers to these courses. The Special Emulation of 
the battle for ninth grade must be a vitally important instrument in achieving 
this objective. 


In 1981 we surveyed the educational level of the union and administrative leaders. 
We found 100,000 that do not have a ninth grade education and should. Only half 
of those have been incorporated to classes. In other words, there are 50,000 union 
and administrative leaders who do not have a ninth grade education and are not 
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studying in spite of the fact that they have the duty to be in the vanguard, set- 
ting an example in this important task of the revolution. 


We plan to take a new survey of the workers in May 1982. It will be a large and 
complex task but it is indispensable in order to properly organize the battle for 
ninth grade and the future educational tasks that the union movement must confront. 


At the previous council meeting, the problems that the workers face in the advanced 
education courses, particularly in directed studies, were indicated. We are al- 
ready taking pertinent measures to respond to these problems. (To be continued) 


[15 Mar 82 p 2] 
[Text] Some Cultural, Sports and Recreation Tasks 


The movement of amateur art workers experienced a slight increase last year. The 
minilibraries spread to a larger number of work centers. There were different 
literary competitions sponsored by the CTC and the unions. 


The results of our cultural work are still far from our most modest aspirations. 
Our own problems and the scant importance that this activity is given in many union 
Organisms are joined by limitations in instruments, clothing, instructors and other 
resources and the absence of a consistent national policy. All this hinders stimu- 
lation and development of the movement of amateur art workers in our country. In 
practice, the amateur art worker has the image of someone whose basic objective is 
to achieve professionalism. That is a harmful and, in the long run, dangerous 
practice in our society. 


Everything indicates that the union movement must present these problems to govern- 
ment leaders since they do not only have cultural importance but have political and 
ideological repercussions. 


There has been some progress in the incrcase of worker participation in sports and 
recreation tasks and in the fight against sedentariness and obesity. 


In 1981 there were 1,213,909 worker participations in the INDER [National Institute 
for Sports, Physical Education and Recreation] Social Schedule, the highest number 
achieved until now and 40 percent of the total. The participation of working women 
in basic women's gymnastics has grown notably. 


The Workers Sports Games were held at the national level with much more technical 
strictness and discipline than before. "Sports Sunday" held in salute to the 10th 
WFTU Congress was a positive experience. Its results must be analyzed in order to 
promote similar activities in the future. 


We must continue encouraging the sports tasks that we have planned for 1982 and 
continue giving these activities a mass content as directed by the party. 


Last year there was increased activity by the Workers Social Circles in the capi- 


tal. The number of members went from about 5,000 to more than 71,000 now. This 
year we must aspire to a minimum of 100,000. 
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Before these clubs came under the unions, they did not fulfill their social function, 
progressively deteriorated and recorded a loss of 2 million pesos per year. Now 

the circles have an expanding program of activities, received an investment of hun- 
dreds of thousands of pesos in [word illegible] to improve and expand their in- 
Sstallations and ended the year with a gain of 658,000 pesos. 


These achievements demonstrate to us the many possibilities that w 1 have to 
increase the services that the Workers Social Circles in the capital offer to 
workers and their families. 


This year we must advocate a better tie between these installations and the schools 
in order to contribute to the recreation of the young students. Also we cannot 
give up the objective of encouraging these social circles throughout the country. 
There are provinces and unions that have made some achievements, although modest. 





Political and Ideological Work 


The campaign for the economic education of the workers has been the focus of the 
political and ideological work of the union movement. 


We must continue working to adapt this campaign to the concrete problems of each 
labor center. This has been achieved in many places but we must achieve it in all 
the work centers in the country. 


The means used by our union organizations to publicize the campaign for the econo- 
mic education of the workers are very valuable but we think that our Publicity De- 
partment must use the possibilities that our daily organ TRABAJADORES offers more. 


One of the activities of the CTC and the national unions to promote the develop- 
ment of revolutionary awareness in the workers is the Political Studies Circles 
held monthly in our labor collectives. 


Last year's achievements included printing several subjects for the study circles 
in a single booklet. This helps improve distribution so that the union sections 
have the material in time. It also means a substantial savings in material 
resources. 





Although there has been progress in the quality of the study circles, it is neces- 
sary to overcome the problems that still exist. An increase in the number of 
leaders and their punctual attendance at the regular meetings can help. 


We must mention the good work done by the national unions in their corresponding 
histories. The light industry workers union has already finished and the educa- 
tion and science, tobacco and construction workers unions have made good progress. 
We congratulate their history committees for such praiseworthy work. 


Nur Official Organ TRABAJADORES 


The Cuban union movement already has an organ capable of reflecting our activities 
and mobilizing the masses around our major tasks. TRABAJADORES has demonstrated 
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this. In 1981 it improved its content, reflecting labor happenings in the country 
on each one of its pages. 


Our union newspaper has attracted readers. TRABAJADORES summarizes the experi- 
ences of the union press in Cuba and has the constant desire to improve its qual- 
ity. Its labor collective recently held a forum where many important proposals, 
the fruit of the initiative, enthusiasm and spirit of work that inspire them, were 
debated. TRABAJADORES began to publish daily and maintains higher circulation 
with the same resources it had before. 


Our official organ has a direct tie with the work centers through its pages. A 
close relationship with the worker correspondents must be maintained to strengthen 
this. 


Some Labor and Social Problems 


As is known, we made widespread union inspections in the first half of 1981 to 
evaluate the application of Decree Laws No. 32, 34 and 36. The results and measures 
derived from them were analyzed at the previous council meeting. 


There has been a slight improvement in the application of Decree Law No. 36 by the 
administration. We repeat, only a slight improvement which is still far from the 
strictness with which this law must be applied. 


Although there are still excesses in the application of Decree Laws No. 32 and 34 
which we must firmly check, there were fewer this past year. However, our admin- 
istration is still tolerant of lax labor discipline. There are many cases where 

it acts leniently toward the first signs of laxity and then tries to resolve the 

problem by resorting to the most drastic sanctions. This limits the educational 

nature of these decree laws. It seems indispensable to legislate ways to rehabi- 
litate the workers sanctioned under these laws. 


In spite of problems in their application, these decree laws have been an effec- 
tive weapon in the fight to strengthen labor discipline. This is obvious and 
unquestionable. 


In the second half of last year, we held a union inspection of more than 4,500 
enterprises and budgeted units concerning the application of the Social Security 
Law and the open hiring policy. More than 2.6 million violations of the Social 
Security Law were detected and there were more than 500,000 violations of the open 
hiring policy. In the first half of this year, we must insure that all these vio- 
lations are corrected and create the conditions to prevent their repetition. 


In the coming months, we will make two more widespread inspections that will cover 
these aspects which were the subject of the inspection in the second half of last 
year. 


Almost all the organisms have drawn up sectorial regulations and the majority of 
them have approved them. There are 2,750 enterprises that wrote their internal 
disciplinary regulations; 1,919 of these have discussed them with their workers 
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and they are in effect. Although it is necessary to continue giving the necessary 
attention to this task, it should be recognized that we are already resolving the 
situation that we evaluated as critical at the previous council meeting. 


As we planned, there was a notable effort in the second half of 1981 to compile and 
print the second volume of existing labor and social legislation. About 200,000 
copies were published and distributed among the union sections, work councils and 
intermediate levels of the union movement. This material will serve as the basis 
for the seminars that we will hold with the union leaders this quarter. We must 
now write and print the third volume. 


In 1981 there was progress in the fight to improve the worker dining rooms. The 
system of optional offers was successfully applied in 4,122. Those successful re- 
sults make it advisable that we extend that system to all the dining rooms in the 
country this year. 


The progress achieved in the work councils is visible, particularly since the ad- 
visory groups were established in the provinces. It is very important to continue 
offering these councils all the support that they need. 


We must give all the attention necessary to the process of revisal and/or ratifi- 

cation of the mandates of the work councils that will be convoked for October 

and evaluate whether it is advisable, given the limitation of their functions, to 

decrease the number, regrouping them into a smaller number of councils. For those 
who still believe that these councils do not have content or effect, we must men- 

tion some figures for their activities last year. They resolved more than 35,800 

cases: 29.3 percent were economic, 20.3 percent legal and 11.4 percent related to 
scale. 


During this stage there was a significant lack of fulfillment of the distribution 
plan of work clothing and shoes which caused very difficult situations in some 
places and sectors. It seems to us that the council must ask the >xecutive secre- 
tary of the CTC to send a report on the matter to government leade.s accompanied 
by concrete proposals to solve at least the most pressing cases. (To be continued) 


[16 Mar 82 p 2] 


[Text] The CTC-INTUR [National Tourist Institute] Vacation Plan was carried out in 
1981 without showing substantial improvements in lodging conditions or in atten- 
tion to consumers in general. 


In spite of the problems, the Tourism Plan in socialist countries was 74 percent 
fulfilled. More than 1,660 workers and their families enjoyed this option. We 
must plan to increase this figure and advocate solutions for prices and ways to 
pay for those who choose this plan as well as free trips for the best workers in 
the emulation. We live in a society of workers and it is the workers who should 
enjoy tourism abroad. 


At the previous council meeting, many comrades showed concern about the situation 


of housing construction microbrigades. The problems presented have been the sub- 
ject of careful study. We met with the provinces to evaluate the suitability of 
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making the principles that must govern the distribution of housing constructed by 
the microbrigades uniform and reached satisfactory agreements. Another problem-- 
we would say the main one--remained pending. It concerned the future of this move- 
ment. With the Ministry of Construction and the related union, we have drawn up 
and sent to the government some ideas that include the opinions of all our cadres 
in the provinces and unions. 


The retail price reform was carried out last year. At our previous council meet- 
ing, we analyzed the justifications for this measure and we proposed to encourage 
the workers to consciously support it. We also agreed to be alert to problems and 
misunderstandings that its application could cause. 


The workers and the people all approved the increase of established prices in ac- 
cord with the objectives approved by the party and the government. They were ex- 
plained in an article published in the newspaper GRANMA on 14 December 1981. 


As is known, serious errors were committed in the implementation of this reform 

in the food service sector and by the State Committee for Prices and the Ministry 
of Domestic Trade in categorization of food service establishments and the estab- 
lishment of prices in the different types of units, especially those attended most 
by workers and students. We must point out that the union movement was able to de- 
tect these errors and quickly alert the party leadership. 


In accord with the principle always followed by the revolution to correct any error 
that might be committed, the Politburo and the Executive Committee of the Council 
of Ministers agreed to temporarily suspend implementation of the new food service 
prices and to form a committee of the pertinent organisms of the Central State 
Administration which, in consultation with the different mass organizations, will 
present a proposal on the correct way to apply that price increase. It is now 
working on that new proposal. 


The participation of working women in economic activities continues to increase. 
They already represent 36.3 percent of the labor force in the country. Last year 
we completed determination of preferential jobs for women in fulfillment of Reso- 
lution No. 511. It is now necessary for the CTC and its unions at all levels to 
guarantee that those jobs are really filled by women. 


The extraordinary willingness that the women in our work centers show to fulfill 
union tasks is evident. If we evaluate the socialist emulation, we can see how 
the number of working women participating and fulfilling has increased from year 
to year. Their incorporation to study tasks is proportionally superior to the 
men. The number of women in the MIT and participating in other important tasks of 
the revolution is also impressive. 


The number of women who hold union responsibilities has continued to grow. About 
43 percent of the leaders of union sections are women; this figure is 36 percent 
for the union bureaus. We cannot refer to their participation in intermediate and 
advanced leadership positions with equal satisfaction. This is a problem that we 
have to start solving. We do not believe that this will be achieved spontaneously 
but through the application of different concrete initiatives and increased demand. 
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In 1981 our Lazaro Pena National Cadre School devoted its efforts toward consolidat- 
ing the achievements reached and expanding its field of activity. 


In the first 6 monchs, the basic tasks included in its work plan to salute its 
fifth year and the 70th anniversary of the birth of Lazaro Peno--which was also 
commemorated by our entire union movement--were developed. 


Some 133 union cadres from our country were promoted in the regular course. There 
were two courses for Latin American students which had 57 students and there were 
two special courses for Nicaraguan unionists. Also 51 students from different 
African countries graduated from our school. There was a seminar in coordination 
with CPUSTAL [Latin American Workers Permanent Congress for Trade Union Unity] 
which was attended by cadres from important unions in the area. There were also 27 
Seminars organized by the CTC and the unions in which 3,076 cadres from the differ- 
ent levels participated. 


The first 54 intermediate technicians in labor law graduated as a result of the work 
that the school has been developing for 3 years. These graduates who enrolled in 
the law school at the University of Havana are attending a support course for that 
specialty. 


Since September, the school has been developing its seventh regular course, the 
sixth course for Africans and the second course to train CTC teachers. 


In 1981 the basic schools of the CTC and the unions graduated a total of 12,110 
union leaders in the specialti2s of work safety and hygiene, labor and social le- 
gislation, etc. We now have 261 of those schools in the country. 


We must continue working so that each CTC municipality has at least one basic union 
school. 


Starting in September, courses began in the old provincial schools to train inter- 
mediate technicians in labor law; 987 cadres are participating in them. 


Last year the people contributed more than 31 million pesos to finance the MIT. 

More than 22.5 million pesos came from the collection by the CTC and the unions. 

The provinces of Holguin, Sancti Spiritus, Pinar del Rio, Camaguey and Cienfuegos 

as well as the civilian FAR workers, public administration and communications unions 
were best at this task. 


X. Our International Relations 


In 1981, the CTC and the national unions--in continuation of their work in the in- 
ternational field--participated in more than 50 international events including 
union congresses of fraternal or friendly countries. They participated in 11 meet- 
ings of international unions, the 67th ILO Conference, CPUSTAL meetings and meet- 
ings of other international union organizations at the regional and international 
level. 


The Third Caribbean Union Conference was held in Grenada in November as part of 
the activities that our union movement develops toward Latin America and the 
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Caribbean. It was very successful in the size of the representation of the differ- 
ent union organizations and the results of unity and solidarity achieved. 


Also the work to strengthen relations with the fraternal unions in socialist coun- 
tries continued in 1981. In the exchange plan for the year, there were visits 

to our country by delegations from the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Hun- 
gary and Bulgaria, among others. An important nmber of leaders of the CTC and 
its unions visited those countries, obtaining valuable experience in union work. 


Important cooperation with the Sandinista Union of Nicaragua, work that we must 
promote in 1982, continued in 1981. 


We have developed important work to strengthen ties and relations with North Amer- 
ica, particularly the progressive unions in Canada. It should be pointed out that 
it was not possible in 1981 to materialize the planned exchanges of delegations 
with U.S. union organizations due to the negative actions of the reactionary ad- 
ministration of Mr Reagan's government. 


There has been steady work to strengthen relations with Africa and Asia as shown 

by our participation in the union congresses in Zimbabwe and Afghanistan in 1981. 
It should be pointed out that important protocols for cooperation in 1982 have been 
Signed with unions in Yemen, Angola, Congo and Iraq. 


Some 116 delegates from 96 union organizations in 79 countries attended the 1 May 
festivities and we sent delegations to 14 countries that invited us. 


In 1981, as a continuation of the work that the CTC is developing to strengthen 
relations with unions in western Europe, delegations from the Portuguese Inter- 
union were welcomed as were many groups of union leaders and workers from Spain, 
the Nordic countries and other western European countries who traveled to our coun- 
try through Worker Tourism. Exchanges with unions in the United Kingdom, Cyprus, 
France and other countries in that area are planned for 1982. 


In 1982 the CTC and the national unions will continue the work aimed at strengthen- 
ing international relations on the basis of the agreements of the 14th CTC Congress 
and the Second Party Congress. Our union movement will fight for the consistent 
application of the agreements and resolutions of the 10th WFTU Congress. 


XI. Work Methods 


The year 1981 was characterized by a sustained effort to improve our work methods 
and style. The concern to strengthen ties between the superior and intermediate 
organs with our base organizations and with all the workers was the basic theme of 
our action. 


There were 410,859 visits to the work centers by the professional cadres of the CTC 
and the unions; 180,000 of these were for assemblies with the workers. Of those 
visits, 1,098 were made by members of the CTC Secretariat and 3,953 by the Nazional 
Committee. Not only has direct participation in the work centers increased visi- 
bly but, more importantly, that participation has improved in quality. A %.though 
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we cannot say that we are all in agreement, our presence in the work centers and 
our contact with the workers increase the feeling of helping, learning the problems 
and committing ourselves to their iust solution. It is no accident that in 1981, 
especially in the second half, the places where there were problems due to mis- 
taken interpretations, t’.2 incorrect application of labor and social legislation 
or violation of the procedures established for work and wage organization de- 
creased notably. We believe that this is related to some degree to our work and 
Our concern to tie ourselves to the base in order to guide our members and prevent 
unnecessary conflicts. Union experience teaches us that continual improvement of 
work methods and style and our systematic active presence in the union bases are 
indispensable and a firm guarantee for the fulfillment of the large and complex 
tasks that the revolution expects from the Cuban union movement. (To be continued) 


[17 Mar 82 p 2] 
[Text] 1 May 


With the motto "1 May in combative march for production and defense," we celebrated 
the most magnificent “International Day of the Workers" in our history last year. 
In the municipalities and provinces, the workers and all the people in combative 
march offered a new and forceful demonstration of revolutionary reaffirmation. 


In the national march and those held in the provinces for this occasion, the martial 
parade of our MIT was a symbol of the indestructible strength of our people and 
their firm determination to crush any aggression by the imperialist enemy. This 
year for the celebration of 1 May the invincible strength of our fighting people 
will be felt again everywhere. On this occasion, we will passionately and vehemently 
confirm our unchanging readiness to advance ‘he tasks of production and defense. 


Final Considerations 
Dear comrades: 


We have tried to summarize the main achievements, to point out some of the existing 
problems and how to eliminate them and finally what, in our opinion, we must do in 
the future. You with your speeches will unquestionably contribute to enrich the 
debate, leading to the most just and correct conclusions. 


It is easy to note that the coming months will be ones of redoubled efforts. Duty 
demands this of us. 


We will carry out our tasks at a time when international tension, particularly in 
our Caribbean area and Central America, worsens because of the ultrareactionary 
positions of the fascist elite in the present U.S. administration. Everyone knows 
about the new military maneuvers that NATO started yesterday at the request of the 
United States. They are called "Operation Free Route" and are being deployed in 
the waters of the Caribbean and, according to reports, at the Guantanamo naval 
base. What are the Yankee imperialists trying to do with this new provocation? 
Perhaps frighten us? Perhaps intimidate Sandino's great people, the combative 
Salvadoran and Guatemalan people and the brave people of Grenada? They know that 
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they will not achieve this. When the people rise up against injustice, they are 
not afraid of anything or anyone. They are invincible! 


The escalation of hostility undertaken by the Reagan administration has taken a 
more dangerous and aggressive turn since his cynical speech to the discredited OAS. 


Reagan, with his enormous inability to understand the real problems that affect 
Central America and the Caribbean, has once more proven his obsession to attack 
the example of socialist Cuba, the firm independence stance of Nicaragua and Gre- 
nada, the heroic fight of the Salvadoran people and also beginning in Guatemala 
and the legitimate interests of all the peoples in Latin America. 


It is difficult to imagine the fate of that gigantic country, the United States, 
in the hands of such incapable, arrogant and cynical politicians. So many faults 
come together to create another sad episode in the already tortuous history of 
Yankee administrations. 


They try to make history regress and relive times like those of the Monroe Doctrine 
and the undesirable Senator McCarthy. They dream of "witch hunts." They prepare 
the bonfire of the inquisition to burn those who do not accept the holy imperialist 
interests. One must be cynical to present private property as sacred, to want to 
perpetuate exploitation of man by man, to sanctify the policy that the rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer. A long time ago the rich stopped being interested 
in the “kingdom in the sky"; they want to continue squeezing out the riches of the 
"kingdom on earth." 


Without question Reagan and his team have regressed in history. Facing their ul- 
traimperialist and fascist ideas, the peoples confirm their right to life and cre- 
ative work. 


Our people have demonstrated this in these 22 years of blockade and constant ag- 
gression. We have been unbending and we will continue to be. If they dare attack 
us, they will meet the defensive power and the devastatin, response capability 
that the revolution has prepared. 


We are backed by a consistent policy of principles, by our morale as soldiers, by 
our experience in confronting the enemy and by the power of our weapons. The sup- 
port of international solidarity, basically the socialist camp led by the Soviet 
Union, is invaluable. 


This is a people who, virilely and calmly, prepare to confront any aggression with 
the spirit of victory. 


We will maintain production and services while we strengthen the worker guard and 
combat training in our MITT. 


We will continue working with the daily heroism shown in factories and fields, 
schools and hospitals. We wili do our utmost to make our economic plans a reality. 
We will not hesitate to convert our work centers into battle camps where the de- 
feat of the aggressor will be inscribed. 
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We are on the eve of a great date in our history: 13 March. That will be the 25th 
anniversary of the heroic attack on the tyrant's lair in the Presidential Palace 
and Radio Reloj, commanded by Jose Antonio Echeverra. The heroes and martyrs 

of those events are part of the purest history of the fatherland. Their example 
will last forever in our hearts and in the hearts of the generations to come. 


Let us always be worthy of their example and their memory. Let us each fulfill the 
daily duty that the fight for the rapid advancement of the revolution and its un- 
yielding defense facing all imperialist threats and aggressions imposes on us. 

In the name of more than 2.5 million workers, this 44th CTC National Council Meet- 
ing supports Fidel's statements rejecting "any attempt by the U.S. Government to 


blackmail, intimidate and impose conditions or ultimatums on our country." 


We freely chose the road to socialism. Many of its best sons died in combat to 
make the Cuba of today a reality. 


We will fight again to defend the fatherland that they left to us, the bright fu- 
ture that we are building with heroic and selfless work and the immortal ideas 
that are inscribed on the flags of our party of the vanguard, the PCC. It pas- 
sionately and intelligently leads us toward new victories under the guidance of 
our invincible commander in chief, comrade Fidel. 

Long live our working class! 

Long live the PCC! 

Long live proletarian internationalism! 

Long live Fidel! 


Fatherland or death! 


We will win! 


7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CAMACHO ADDRESSES UJC PROVINCIAL MEETING 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 2 Mar 82 pp 3, 4 


[Speech delivered by Julio Camacho Aguilera, a member of the Politburo and 
first secretary of the Cuban Communist Party in Havana at the conclusion of 
the Provincial Meeting on the Balance Sheet, Renovation and/or Confirmation 
of UJC Mandates; date and place not given) | 


[uxcerpts] Comrades of the President's Office, 
Comrades Delegates and Guests, 
Comrades, 


Five years have passed since the Third UJC [Union of Young Communists] Congress 
was held in April 1977, During this time the youth organization in the capital 
has conducted two balance=sheet sessions, The first culminated in the provin- 
cial forum but this time the meeting has been turned into an anteroom for what 
will certainly be an extraordinary Cuban youth events the Fourth UJC Congress, 


Therefore, at this event we are bringing to a close today, not only have we 
drawn up a balance sheet of the work done during this period of time and elect- 
ed new leaders who will have to manage the organization's work in future, but 
we have also elected the delegates to the congress, who will have the great 

and honorable responsibility of representing all the young Communists in our 
capital at that great event, 


This political session has satisfactorily achieved its objectives, This can 

be gauged by the fact that almost all its members actively participated in all 
the preparatory activity, analyzing the results of the work and outlining 
future tasks and that the rank-and-file organizations and especially the mni- 
cipal committees, in the composition of which the principles of labor composi- 
tion, women's representation and the average age of its members were taken into 
account, were strengthened, 


Fifty-six percent of the actual members of the municipal committees are direct= 
ly involved in production, teaching or the services and 36 percent are young 
women, factors that are certainly reflected in the positive functioning of 
these committees, while they constitute a formidable source of staff members, 
considering these youths! ages and rank, 
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At this very weeting you have analyzed the process of deepening revolutionary 
awareness and increasing the fighting spirit of university students, In that 
process a high percentage of our young Communists were sanctioned in institu- 
tions of higher learning, which shows that in these schools not only had their 
members neglected to be exemplary, but also their role as leaders had been 
affected, inasmuch as they did not march at the head of the mass of youths in 
all the tasks and they lacked the authority to properly influence the rest of 
the students, 


This negative situation was resolved through proper organization of the inter- 
nal process of critical and self-critical analysis of the individual attitudes 
of members, adopting those measures that later permitted it to deal with a 
process of the masses among which our university organization emerged streng= 
thened, 


This experience shows us to what extent the internal operation of the UJC is 
related to the performance of its role among the youth masses, If its inter 
nal life is not zealously cared for, if members are not required to perform 
their duties, if timely and proper criticism and self-criticism are neglected, 
the organization is weakened, begins to lose prestige in the eyes of the masses 
and then regrettable situations are created in wnich comrades must of necessity 
be sanctioned and some of them indefinitely separated from the UJC as well, 


The admission process, which is especially characterized by its ability t be 
rigorous in the analysis of the newcandidates, mst in all ways be improved, 


An essential factor for succeeding in internally strengthening the organiza- 
tion is precisely that of zealously keeping tabs on the social composition of 
the UJC, We mst guarantee that its ranks fundamentally draw their sustenance 
from manpower directly linked with production, teaching or the services and, 
generally speaking, from among young workers, 


Progress has been made in this direction during the period involved, but we 
must insist on this principle, The influence of work in the training of com-= 
munists is a historically proven fact, The working class arose precisely as 
a consequence of the very development of capitalism and is the bearer of a 
new, more just and more humane social order: the socialist society, 


Under socialism, it continues to be the working class and the workers in gene- 
ral who create the society's wealth, on whose shoulders rests the economic 
growth of the country, and they are the ones who offer the possibility thai 
everyone may satisfy his material and spiritual needs according to his level 
of development, 


The proportion of young workers among UJC members brings into the organization 
the fighting spirit, intransigence with regard to poor performance and discipline 
that improves the worker's performance of his duties and the observance of his 
rights, which constitutes a positive influence for young people, 


The UJC has done a satisfactory job in support of the economy during this period 


of time, raising performance rates with its participation in the province's 
economic, scientific and technical development, 
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We must also point out that the UJC has enthusiastically and with a fighting 
spirit mobilized itself to carry out important economic, political and social 
tasks in celebration of the event’ with what has served the double purpose of 
strengthening its bond with the masses of young people and contributing to 
the development and strengthening of our socialist society, 


we rate positively the results of this process, marked by its critical and 
self-critical spirit, its enthusiasm, its fighting spirit, its strength and 
its democratic extent and in which Leninist principles of organization with 

a high educational and political value for all the participants were put into 
practice, 


Now is an appropriate time to express a few ideas relating to the UJC's funda- 
mental tasks and the organization's future activity as it concerns the coun- 
try's current situation, 


The capital chapter of the UJC has over 80,000 members and our party is con-= 
cerned because in our province the UJC is constantly getting stronger, ac- 
quiring more prestige and more influence with the great mass of youths who 
study, work, struggle and are hammering things into shape in our country, 


The UJC has to be strong and prestigeful through its exemplariness in all the 
tasks, the sum total of the individual presige of each member in contrast with 


the rest of the youths and the attitude of leadership toward the tasks that 
have to be completed at each location, 


It is not enough to merely have an exemplary attitude; it is also necessary 
for the young Communist to be a leader in all the tasks of concern to and in 
which youths are engaged in order to maintain a permanent bond with the masses, 
while this is an inviolable principle for the party, for the UJC this bond 
must be even closer and more active, 


Tne UJC is not really a youth party, rather a vanguard political organization 
that draws its sustenance from the most outstanding youths to mobilize and 
rganize the youth masses in the struggle to erect and defend our socialist 
society and educate youths and children in their noble ideals and principles, 


Because of the age of its members and the organizations it directs, the content 
of the work of the UJC must of necessity be marked by its dynamism, by the 
constant appearance of initiatives which reflect and channel the interests of 


referring to the nature of the UJC, Comrade Fidel has said: "Youth can be 
defined with a single words: leadership ," And "Che" in the same vein fre= 
quently expressed his ideas as to what the young Communist should be like, 


"Che" felt that a young Communist “ought to be first in everything and be an- 
noyed when he occupies second place in some field," 


That is, their role as leaders in all the tasks and activities our youths par- 


ticipate in at any time and in any place must always go hand in hand with our 
UJC members! exemplariness conditions, 
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The pioneer organization will be stronger everywhere and function better to 
the extent that its structures function properly and are capable of being ad- 
ministered in themselves with the orientation and aid of the rank-and-file 
committee, 


The same is not true of the FEEM [Federation of Middle School Students] and 
the FEU [Federation of University Students] where the tasks usually have a 
more profound content and the responsibilities are greater, Even at these 
levels there are rank-and-file committees among students, which is why the 
UJC's role is greater, its work style more dynamic and its members must merge 
with the youths, head all the initiatives, tasks, responsibilities and acti-~ 
vities the students also engage in as members of the FEM or the FEU, as the 
Case may be, 


To be able to influence the FEU or the FEM, members necessarily have to have 
prestige among the students, have to serve as examples, participate in every- 
thing and always play a prominent role in all situations, 


It is natural for them to have to perform the tasks set them, but in addition 
each rank-and-file committee must analyze and evaluate the political and ideo= 
logical situation of the youths who fall within its range of action and engage 
in initiatives that respond to their concerns, This will contribute to the 
strengthening of its ties with the masses and increase its authority and in- 
fluence, 


avery year now contingents of youths with high potential for developing a more 
extensive physical and spiritual life, desirous of employing their free time 
in activities in harmony with the level of intellectual development they have 
attained, are incorporated into public life, 


It is time for us to extend preferential attention to those tasks relating to 
sports, recreation, the arts and literature as well as those relating to pat- 
riotic and military education so that they can properly make use of their free 
time, 


These activities should be sponsored by the UJC and its organizations, on the 
basis of the fact that they have political influence over our youth organiza-= 
tions, 


After a sustained effort lasting for over 10 years, in Havana we have succeed= 
ed in seeing to it that about 78 percent of our primary education students 
attend a double scholastic session, but some 50,000 children are still on the 
streets a good part of the day, If we add to this the fact that in the fields 
of secondary and preuniversity education only 15 percent of them attend a 
double scholastic session or are boarding=school students and that over 60 per~ 
cent of those enrolled in vocational training schools are day=scnool students, 
and to the above we add the higher education students, we can see how many 
youths and children have no organized activity to perform during part of the 
day, which is why most of them do what occurs to them on their own initiative, 
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According to studies made during a recent census in Havana, only in cultural, 
sport and recreational facilities, not counting the beaches, is there staff 
available to handle over 500,000 persons simultaneously, These are facilities 
the state offers for the enjoyment of the public and they should serve as a 
base for the UJC's mobilizing and organizational effort in connection with 
this, with the UJC tackling this task as a main line of effort, given its ideo» 
logical, political and social importance, 


Dear Comrades: 


The imperialists are trying to destroy the Cuban Revolution, utilizing all 
their weapons to do so, A socialist revolution on this continent bothers them 
because of the signficance it has as an exawple for the rest of the countries 
of the region and also because it endangers and opens cracks in the imperialist 
system, in what was until yesterday its exclusive territory, ‘The victory, 
consolidation and ceaseless advance of the revolution in the economic, politi- 
cal, ideological and social domains is a sacred duty of the younger generation 
and guarantee of the historical continuity of socialism in this hemisphere, 


The imperialists are today again talking of stepping up even more their econo= 
mic blockade, trying to create difficulties for our developmert for the purpose 
of unsuccessfully demonstrating that socialism is not the proper path of de- 
velopment, of proving that it has failed, that people should not see in this 
system the solution to their serious problems of underdevelopment, Meanwhile, 
with their propaganda resources and facilities they proclaim the "virtues" of 
the exploitative imperialist system everywhere and ceaselessly describe their 
society as "the paradise of freedom," of democracy and of progress, Freedon, 
democracy =.d progress, which we all know is only for the millionaires, while 
they amass tneir wealth through the miserable exploitation of the lowliest 
sepments of their own population and of the underdeveloped countries whose 
wealth they abso.cb, turning them into dependent countries through credits, 
private investments and other economic devices, 


Therefore, one of the most important ways of fighting the enemy on the domestic 
front is by strengthening and consolidating the material and technical basis 

of socialism in our country, demonstrating how, through consistent application 
of the principles and laws that govern social development and in light of 
Marxist-Leninism, socialism is the only way for any country to achieve final 
independence in our time, 


The successes of the Cuban Revolution in the economic, political and social 
domains are truly battles won from the enemy, notwithstanding his desperate 
efforts to prevent them, The example set by the revolution is not alone in 
its unfaltering principled position in the face of the threats and attacks of 
the enemy, but above all of the real demonstration that socialism is right, 
that socialism is the only system capable of offering a solution to the worri- 
some problems those countries plundered by the imperialists are afflicted with 
once they have achieved national liberation, 


Therefore, the development and consolidation of cur revolution in the economic, 
political and social domains constitutes a top=-priority task for present and 
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future generations, what has to be accomplished to the extent they know how 
to apply the technology and devote themselves with enthusiasm and awareness to 
their work duties in all sectors of the country, 


We view with satisfaction the successes achieved by the Youth Technical Bri- 
gades and their close cooperation with the Worker Movement Innovators and In-= 
ventors Brigades, Their technological initiatives, their achievements and 
their scientific and technical pledge to advance, We must do everything neces- 
sary to encourage these movements, so that they may constantly grow and con- 
solidate themselves, helping the national economy to attenuate the effects of 
the imperialist blockade and to advance the socialist economy, 


The revolution has invested numerous resources in the education of our youths, 
Tens of thousands of technical facilities for all specialized fields: skilled 
workers, doctors, engineers, architects, with degrees in the most varied of 
specialized fields, who constitute a powerful army that will help to advance 
the edification of a socialist society in our country, have already been in-= 
corporated into our society, 


But while we feel proud because of this effort of our youths, it also consti- 
tutes a source of pride for you and a privilege, having had the opportunity 
to be born at such a stellar moment in the history of our country, /Never 
before has our national ensign shone so brightly, nor has the awareness of 
being Cuban been so universal, of being children of this courageous people, 
of being children of this land of Marti and Fidel, 


But the struggle is not yet over, nor will it ever be as long as imperialism 
exists, as Fidel has said, Our younger generation has and will have the oppor- 
tunity to face big battles to guarantee our economic, political and social 
development, 


The danger is not over; on the contrary, it is increasing with every day, 
There are the recent mass battles our people engaged in in April and May 1980 
in defense of our territorial integrity and against the imperialist enemy, 

in which the patriotic and revolutionary spirit of ovr youths distinguished 
itself with such courage, with their determined and firm attitude in defense 
of the revolution and socialism, 


Cur people's struggle did not end during those years in which alongside their 
heroism the hand of friendship of Soviet workers and the Soviet people was 

xtended, without whose aid, as Fidel said before the party congress, we would 
nave died heroically but would never have been able to achieve victory, The 
internationalist page on Lenin's country and the Cuban Revolution has been 
written into the history of tne International Communist Movement's struggle 
with indelible letters, 


Then came the intense years of the country's institutionalization along with 
the complex task of consolidating the revolution to make its courses of action 
more enduring, to give the effort continuity, to make it imperishable, The 
First Party Congress traced our paths of development, our forms of state and 
government, the socialist system of economic, political and social organization 
and through it we have all come through these past few years with full success, 
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we are in a world period of transition from capitalism, which is dying, to 
socialism, which is coming into being, and one of the fundamental traits of 
this period is proletarian and socialist internationalism, The geographical 
boundaries are more and more class boundaries, The international struggle 
between exploiters and exploited has been exposed and with that the danger of 
a new world conflagration is growing, The struggle for peace is a banner of 
mankind that raises on high the workers and youth of the world along with the 
banners of freedom, dignity, the struggle against imperialist domination and 
for every country's national sovereignty, 


Misery, hunger, social injustices and disregard for human dignity are highly 
explosive elements in the social situation confronting the countries of the 
so-called Third World, which, as in Cuba, Nicaragua, Guatemal or 1 Salvador, 
will inevitably end in social revolutions provoked by capitalist exploitation, 


It is useless for imperialist spokesmen to make efforts to justify to inter- 
national public opinion the explosive situation building up in the Central 
American countries, arguing that what is involved is supposed Soviet or Cuban 
influence or intervention in their internal affairs, The whole world knows 
that these lies are crude fabrications to justify real Yankee intervention in 
these countries and their support of the bloody dictatorships that massacre 
their peoples to in so doing protect, as before in Cuba, the interests of the 
imperialist monopolies, 


sven the very opponents of the current U.S, administration denounce to their 
own Congress the Reagan government's current warlike, interventionist and 
domineering course, alerting it to the dangers inhering in that administration 
and predicting a new Vietnam in Central America if it continues to follow that 
course, We have to look for the reason for the explosive situation in Central 
America in the desperate internal situation the peoples of these countries 
live in, peoples who have no other positive alternative but to stage an armed 
uprising against the despotism, exploitation, crime and injustice to which 
they are subjected, 


While with this policy of force the imperialists are again attempting to tum 
the United States into the militarily strongest and most influential nation in 
the world, it will succeed in doing exactly the opposite,. Their political, 
military and economic backing of the Salvadoran junta, Guatemala, the racist 
regime of South Africa and its Israeli ally in the Middle East, to cite only 
a few of the best-known examples, fills the land of Lincoln and of Washington 
with opprobrium in the eyes of the world, 


Nothing will stop the uncontainable advance of people toward their ultimate 
national liberation, In spite of the imperialists, each country will provide 
itself witn the social system it considers to be the most just, according to 
the interests of its people, As Marti said, a just principle can do more than 
an army, 


The terrible situation the countries of the soemcalled Third World are confronted 


witn has on repeated occasions been explained, placing in evidence their sub- 
human living conditions and their most elementary needs, Hunger, malnutrition, 
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lack of medical and hospital care and illiteracy are all scourges peoples who 
are achieving their liberation will have to face, 


To face such a gigantic challenge and consolidate their national independence, 
the underdeveloped countries have need of the aid and solidarity of the workers 
of those countries which, like ours, are already moving down the path of soci~ 
alism, Our youths must therefore prepare themselves to carry out their inter= 
nationalist obligations in any part of the world with the same dedication and 
disinterestedness as workers and technicians from the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries did for us in the first years of the revolution and as our 
young construction workers, doctors and teachers are doing today in over 30 
countries throughout the world, 


As ridel has said, carrying out our internationalist obligations is paying off 
a debt of gratitude to mankind and our youths have to prepare themselves to 
carry out these missions which comprise one of the most beautiful, important 
and heroic tasks we are performing, 


We said that every historic period reserves its own historic tasks for youth 
and here we see the Internationalist Teachers Contingent which exercises its 
honorable profession in Africa and Nicaragua, historically confirming the 
Conrado Benitez Literacy Brigades and the Volunteer Teachers, It is no longer 
a matter of attaining our national liberation, nor of struggling alone for our 
economic development, rather more of contributing as much as we can to the 
liberation of other peoples like Angola and Ethiopia, 


Tne development of the sciences and technology is a challenge to the talent of 
our younger generations and the study, mastery and application of Marxist- 
Leninist theory becomes an essential premise to be able to comprehend the events 
of our era and assume an attitude consistent with the younger generation's 

role and conscientiously pursue the purpose of their lives, 


Our youths must be conscious of the fact that the future belongs entirely to 
socialism, but we have to get to it through struggle, effort and a large share 
of heroism, intelligence and audacity, We have to prepare ourselves to carry 
out the tasks our party and our commander in chief set us, study, work and pre- 
pare ourselves for the defense of the nation and socialism, 


On an occasion like this, on the eve of the Fourth UJC Congress, we repeat the 
words Fidel uttered at the recently concluded Fifth FEM Congress, which con- 
stitute a whole hym of hope and security for the future: 


"Dear imperialists: The new Cuban generation is today firmer, tougher, more 
revolutionary, internationalist and more unfaltering than the very generation 
that inspired and educated them," 


Lon;; live the Fourth UJC Congress! 
Lom: live the Cuban Communist Party! 
Lon; live Fidel! 

Fatherland or death! 

we shall be victorious! 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BILATERAL HEALTH CARE PROGRAM WITH ANGOLA 


CUBA 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 1l Apr 82 p 12 


[Article by Miriam Castro] 


[Text ]} 


ANGOLA INHERITED many terrible 
things from Portuguese colonialism, 
but undoubtedly one of the worst 





services when the country became independent 
on November 11, 1975, Only six years 
Rave passed since then, but Angola has 
already made notable progress in the field of 
public. health and is providing free medicaf care 
to a steadily growing number of people all over 
the country. 

* The Angolan authorities often stress that 
Cuba plays a key role in improving medical 
care in Angola by providing doctors, nurses, 
technicians and support personnel ae part of the 
bilateral health programs. 

These cooperation programs, which cover 
many fields, have enabled Angola to cope with 
the lack of’ professionals and cadres resulting 
from the mass exodus of over 30000 trained 
people following independence. 

We should explain that those who left were 
mostly Portuguese or members of the Angolan 
petit bourgeoisie. The rest of the population 
could not even dream of a university carger and 
had to settle for the most menial and worst- 
paid jobs. This accounts for the great enthusiasm 
shown by the government, then headed by Pres- 
ident Agostinho Neto, when Cuba, the Soviet 
Union, Bulgaria, Algeria and other countries 
sent technicians there. 


THE BEGINNING OF HEALTH 
ASSISTANCE 


In Havana, in July 1976, Presidents Neto and 


Fidel Castro signed various agreements covering 
technical assistance between the two countries. 

However, by late 1975 a small group of Cuban 
health workers had already arrived in the north- 
ern province of Cabinda to open another noble 
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was the state of medical and hygiene 


chapter in the history of cooperation between 
the two countries, and today, 30 percent of the 
“uban medical personnel on _ internationalist 
assignments are stationed in: Angola. 

In 1980 Cuban doctors in Angola saw 
1020096 people in their offices, and in the 
first half of 1981 alone the number was 
1 102 480. These figures do not include the tens 
of thousands of operations performed, vaccina- 
tions administered, babies delivered, laboratory 
tests performed and X rays taken. 

In addition to the clinical work done by the 
Cubans in more than 20 specialties, there are 
also advisers at the national level in medicines, 
statistics and epidemiology, and teachers train- 
ing nurses and intermediate technicians, Dr. 
Seidel Sénchez Delgado, head of the Cuban 
medical mission in Angola, told Prensa Latina. 
Apart from this group, whose .main function is 
teaching, all the other personnel also teach in 
their free time, Sdnchez explained. 

He stressed the importance of scholarships 
granted by the Cuban government to young 
Angolans to train in Cuba as doctors, dentists, 
physiotherapists, dental technicians, specialists 
in electromedicine and so forth. 

As part of the bilateral ‘agreement, Cuba 
sends Angola scientific books, magazines and 
periodicals, and exchanges of delegations take 
place to learn more about medical care in both 
countries. ° 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


The Cubar. medical personnel in Angola do 
not limit themselves to their specific work; 
rather, they cooperate in all the programs out- 
lined by the Angolan Ministry of Public Health 
and its agencies. Local officials have said that 
the Cubans’ participation in the drives against 
polio, leprosy and malaria has been especially 
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significant, as well as their help in taking 
preventive measures against other communicable 
diseases. 

Cubans have also helped implement: programs 
providing for overall care for pregnant womén 
and for children from the moment of birth. 

All this work explains the great prestige 
enjoyed by Cuban medical personnel among the 
Angolan people and their close ties with th2 
Angolan Ministry of Public Health at all levels. 

Yet another of the important tasks tackled 
by the Cubans is holding the yearly Angolan- 
Cuban medical science meetings which, as Dr. 
Sénchez told us, are aimed at increasing the 
effectiveness of medical care for the population. 
They also raise the scientific knowledge of 
doctors, nurses and technicians, and strengthen 
ties of cooperation. 

A total of 76 papers were presented at the 
fourth such meeting, held last November, dealing 
with cases treate’ all over the country by 
doctors from Angyia, Cuba and other socialist 
countries. 

At these meetings the Cubans display their 
dedication to work and desire to improve the 
health of the Angolan people, as was noted in 
the closing speech at the event by Angolan 
Minister of Public Health Agostinho Mendes 
de Carvalho. 
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CCUNTRY ss:CTION CUBA 


JULIAN RIZO ADUR2SSSS AGRICULTURAL UNION M&ETING 
Havana TRABAJADORUS in Spanish 16, 17 Mar 82 p 2 


[Speech by Julian Rizo Alvarez, member of the Secretariat of the PCC Central 


Committee, delivered at the National Farm, Livestock and Forest Workers Union 
national plenary session on the balance sheet for 1981; date not specified | 


fuxcerpt] With the holding of this national business meeting, we bring to a 
close a farm, livestock and forest activity cycle that has been marked by the 
recovery that is evident in various branches of the farm and livestock industry 
and in the no less important progress of others, which have made it possible 
for you to describe 1981 “as the year with the best results in the history of 
farmin," and which, furthermore, bear witness to your prolific effort to a= 
chieve the objectives set for this period by the Second Party Congress and the 
Third Farm, Livestock and Forest [Workers] Congress, 


It is encouraging for us to be able to address you enthusiastic members of the 
union movement who with such revolutionary fervor are tirelessly struggling 

to see to it that the fruits of the earth and livestock multiply, seeking to 
optimally exploit the natural and technical resources we possess and, most 
importantly, working hard for the advancement of our farm and livestock eco- 
nomy, directing your initiatives toward the utilization of those reserves that 
have not been developed, toward the maximal flourishing of all the potential 
underlying our farm and livestock resources, 


We can today predict notable successes that will represent the beginning of a 
more advanced phase during which the optimal solution to those problems stem 
mins from the feeding of people will constitute a task that is indisputably 
assiymed priority, 


dnile we have left most of the countries of Latin America behind us, if we 
compare current consumption levels with those of the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries, we can readily understand how much we still have to do! 


Without considering their organization and distribution by months that are 
not the most satisfactory, the current level of production of stew vegetables 
will guarantee only 88 percent of the reasonable per capita consumption norms 
calculated for the year 2000, If we compare them with the 1980 per capita 
levels of the GDR, which among these commodities consumes only potatoes, we 
are at 51 percent of that country's level and at 65 percent of the USSR's, 
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Per capita green vegetable levels are on the order of 56 percent of what the 
norm should ve and 45 percent of Bulgaria's consumption in 1980, 58 percent of 
the GD&'s, 61 percent of the USSR's and 83 percent of Czechoslovakia's, 


ihe per capita fruit consumption we achieved is 48 percent of the norm calculated 
for the year 2000, 


To attain the projected norm for meat, we will have to double production and, 
even then, oy the end of the century we will not yet have reached the current 
levels of the GDR, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria, 


AS for egos, as we know, Cuba has turned itself into a highly efficient pro- 
duction country, The level that has currently been attained is more than 80 
ergs less than the projected norm and 83 less than that attained by Czecho- 
Slovakia today, 


we will find the solution to these shortages our population is suffering from 
throusn intensive developments more effectively exploit human, technical and 
material resources without occupying other agricultural areas, doubling, trip- 
lin. in some cases, current production levels, seek to increase crop yields 
and nerds through varieties and breeds with high potential and the employment 
or tore and more perfected techniques, which imply sensible use of the labor 
force and technical facilities and materials on scientific bases and with 


} 


well-tounded consumption norms, 


i.an with his knowledge and political and ideological convictions is the most 
important element, Hence, the organization of the job must be dynamic and 
cuited to the interests and needs of people, We must continue to constantly 
look for better ways, methods that may raise productivity, 


on, mechanization, fertilizer, pesticide and feed resources we 
disposal are not used with full effectiveness, We have varieties 
heyield potential and what we at times obtain with them in terms of 
ion is ridiculous, We do not manage to obtain an adequate level of 

m Oj nor is the production of highequality seeds handled as it 
should be, and what is used as planting material sometimes produces losses of 
over 75 pvercent, 


Men there are the areas overgrown with grass, depopulation, insufficient ir- 
rivation and improper organization of the harvest, It is not difficult to ex- 
plein why 1,000 quintals of sweet potatoes were harvested and the plantain 
harvest did not exceed 2,000 quintals, ‘The same thing happened with the herds, 
ve have dairy cows, modern installations and mechanical milkers, yet at times 
not produce any more than 5 or 6 liters of milk, and the saddest part of 
it all is that we arrive at many enterprises and dairies and our comrades are 


oleased with these lowest of all production rates and justify them, You must 
oree with me that we still have countless resources to exploit, potential to 
fiseover and make use of in a sensible way so that we can describe the produc- 
volumes we obtain as victories, 
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ur union staff members have not lost sight of the fact that a quantitative 

limit has been reached in several commodities, which means that in future we 
will make a survey of our abilities, directing our efforts toward development 
parameters, not contenting ourselves with saying that we have much more than 


before because, after all, what we had most of in the past was hunger, 


<isht from the moment of our revclutionary victory, with brilliant acuity 

tau,sht us that, even though we gratefully receive the aid other fraternal 
and rriencly countries offer us to guarantee our economic development and the 
covereimmty of our country, we must primarily keep in mind our own resources 
and strengths, which is why Cuban farmers and stockraisers view work as their 
chicl fighting weapon, We rely on sustained and efficient work, on peace to 
create and advance and, if necessary, on war to survive, and after the victory 
to .c on with our work, 


Jo, it is up to this union to go on with its thorough evaluation of the current 
production levels we obtain, to determine to what extent we satisfy the needs 
of tne masses and what courses labor=union activity should follow in each 
branch of the farm and livestock industry to see to it that all its members 
identified through similar interests seek or make use of ways that may lead 

to development and a positive answer to the solution of our problems, 


-odern economy, politics and society are so complex that they can only be mas- 
tered by a vigorous collective intelligence, especially when the ability to 

ee things with the necessary objectivity and avoiding the adoption of arbi- 
trary, hasty or ve ay decisions are involved, We have to be capable of 
consulting the mass How many contingencies, tasks and commitments that 
contribute to ona eind union activity every day demand a rapid and sure re= 
sponse and how intensely they require that there be a real tie between the 
union local and its members, This is why the union cannot in the slightest 

lect its internal life, its operation and association with the masses, The 
union locals mst be marked by their cohesion and unity of action, be composed 
of the most prestiseful and best-liked comrades and, most importantly, they 
must be vibrant, throb, make themselves felt and attract all the workers, 
They are the defenders of party and revolutionary government policy because 


x 


they reflect the purest ideals of the class, 


In our union offices and locals and in the union's municipal and provincial 
iiministrations they must take very seriously the conviction that people's 
determination is not moved by words and bureaucratic practices; rather to gain 
authority and recognition by all one must know how to interpret the psychology 


of the masses, know their interests and conduct one's affairs through the pro- 
per channels, ach union staff or organization will only ettain the necessary 
erit and authority they so aspire to when they adorn their lives with the 
iaily, and if necessary heroic, effort, when they establish themselves as lead-= 


recommized by all, 


You must pay a great deal of attention to the internal life of the union be- 
ts effectiveness and ability to mobilize people are rooted in it, 














In the edification of socialism union activity is chiefly directed at the 
struggle to achieve greater economic effectiveness, Raising production levels, 
achieving greater productivity within the framework of efficient management 

in which there is more saving, reduction of costs and a higher income return 
is achieved, this policy may not be alien or unfamiliar to every member of 

our union, 


ve nope that during the next few years, before the Third Party Congress is 
nela, the nighest levels of income will be attained in our farm and livestock 
sectors, we must strive to see to it that all the enterprises make themselves 
profitable, We also trust that our labor movement will assume this task as 
its own and start from the same bases in this undertaking, For each enter= 
rise to be profitable, each lot, district, unit and worker brigade or collec- 
tive must first of all be profitable, Our union locals and leaders mst play 
a leadirg role, promote ccencern for the necessity of being profitable down to 
tne last nook and cranny of each enterprise and in each of its workers without 
exception through systematic economic education and development of analysis 
and appraisals that reflect this nolicy, At meetings worker representatives 
should raise their voices, demand, encourage, agitate, passionately fight for 
the triumph of these aspirations, analyze costs, the outlay in wages, each 
and every one's yield, raising productivity, problems relating to wages and 
labor rules and organization in general, 


This is the kind of talk that should govern our discussions, analyses and 
debates, Because we say that we are ming to get our enterprise to produce 

a million quintals of stew and green vegetables, This decision is magnificent 
and will surely have the support of all! But we mst also think under what 
conditions the enterprise's economic activity will unfold, how the land, tech- 
nology and the men to produce this will be related to one another if the 

basic laws of a socialist economy such as the following are implemerited: 


The law governing the increase in productivity of the mass effort, 

‘The law of planned, proportional development, 

The law of applied production, 

The law of distribution in terms of the job, 

The law of correspondence of the organizational level of the job with the 
level of technical development, 


The violation of economic laws and their principles leads to the violation of 
the enterprise's entire productive activity and to the fact that there may be 
Jo we always analyze the results of the work in this way? These appraisals 
ure also the responsibility of the administration and must have the support of 
the party, But as far as the union is concerned, the following holds true: 


First: That we must raise the level of the appraisals you make in order to 
really defend the interests of the working class and its revolution, and this 


requires a thorough economic analysis, 


second: That we must strive to increase production, but with efficiency, 
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Tnis phase requires a solid economic education and it is an unavoidable duty 
of the union to advocate that it be acquired and translated into daily life 
as a habitual standard for evaluating each task, 


“nis is why it is necessary for the union movement to promote with all its 
misht the advancement and qualification of the workers, The social origin of 
many of its members has its roots in the most exploited and underdeveloped 
segnente of the rural population, It is no accident that 23 years after the 
revolutionary victory 89 percent of our workers have not yet completed their 
secondary education and that in the farm and livestock sector there are com 
rades who occupy administrative leadership posts without that minimal level, 
we must bring this whole mass of workers up to the ninth grade and see to it 
that the country achieves a cultural equalization, because otherwise some 
regions can only develop more quickly than others, 


11,466 
CSO: 4010/1284 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


CANADIAN GRANT--ROSEAU, Dominica, Thursday, (CANA)--The Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) has approved a grant of EC$50 000 (one EC dollar 
equals 37 cents US) for reconstructing and equipping the produce chemist lab- 
oratory of the Ministry of Agriculture. Of this sum, EC$25 000 is to be used 
for repairing the lab building, which was damaged by Hurricane David in 1979, 
while the remainder will go towards purchasing the equipment and chemicals 
needed. According to chemist Claudia Bellot, some of the required machinery 
is already on order and is expected here by June. 


CSO: 3025/232 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


ACES CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT'S AGRARIAN POLICY 


San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 4 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] "An agrarian policy that plunges the country into a deep abyss, from 
which it will be very difficult to extricate itself, cannot continue," say 
leaders of the Coffee Growers' Association of El Salvador in a communique in 
which they criticize the work of INCAFE. The text of the communique is as 
follows: 


"The Coffee Growers' Association of El Salvador has been informed that Mr Jose 
Napoleon Duarte, president of the Governing Revoiutionary Junta, has appointed 
Ricardo Caceres Hidalgo and Roberto Trujille as proprietary and acting members 
of the governing board of INCAFE and Juan uch as one of the directors of the 
executive board of INCAFE. 


"In spite of the fact that the above-mentioned appointments were not discussed 
with this representative association of the coffee growers association, it is 
hoped that their work in the INCAFE will treat the most urgent needs of the 
Coffee Crowers’ Association, which in these crucial moments of history is being 
threatened with ruin. 


"An agrarian policy that plunges the country into a deep abyss from which it 
will be very difficult to extricate itself cannot continue. 


"We believe that it is still possible to make corrections, to find a suitable 

way that will enable private activity to plan an action for mutual well-being. 
Everyone is affected by a shortage of money, by a decrease in productivity, and 
by a lack of the suitable means needed to achieve greater security and comprehen- 
sion. The loss that is occurring, particularly in the case of the national 
coffee growers, has been publicly acknowledged to the point of satiety. 


"lf one desires the well-being of the nation, if one wants to draw the country 
out of the obscurantism in which it now finds itself, it is necessary to listen 
to the voices of those who belong to that country, so that it not be destroyed 
ind so that without demogogy, without political banners, the people may go for- 
ward--without obstacles. One must continue to strive for what one wants, consis- 
tent of course with experience and reality. San Salvador, 3 March, 1982. 

Coffee Growers' Association of El Salvador. 


8255 
CSO: 3010/1301 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


CENTRAL BANK CREATES SPECIAL FINANCING FOR COTTON 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 10 Mar 82 p 2 


[Text ] A special financial plan has been created to increase the cultivable 
area of cotton, to maintain employment levels in this field, to assure better 
levels of revenue through importations, and to stimulate the productive activity 
of this staple of the national economy. 


According to a communique made known yesterday by a source of the Central 
Reserve Bank [BCR], there are three aspects to the financing. The respective 
standards of each are as follows: 


1) Standards for qualification and rediscount for advance credit for the 
1982/1983 agricultural year; 2) special line of credit for the refinancing of 
cotton loan balances for the 1979/1980, 1980/1981, and 1981/1982 harvests; 

3) credit assistance to the Cotton Cooperative for the pre-commercialization 
period of the 1981/1982 cotton harvest. 


The resources for these lines come from the Central Bank, within the framework 
of established quotas. Intermediate institutions consist of commercial and 
mortgage banks and the Agricultural and Livestock Development Bank (excluding 
the branches of foreign banks). 


Those interested may obtain additional details concerning this financing, as 


well as standards or conditions for the lines of credit, in publications of the 
BCR and in the previously mentioned intermediary institutions. 


8255 
CSO: 3010/1301 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP'S ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS TO 13 MARCH MASS RALLY 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 20 Mar 82 (Supplement) pp 1-6 


[Feature address delivered by Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, at a mass rally 
marking the third anniversary of the Grenada Revolution, held at Queen's Park, 
St. George's, on Saturday March 13 1982] 


[Excerpts] Comrades, in the name of our party, our government and our people, 
I want to welcome you all and to welcome all our invited and overseas guests 
to this historic and massive third anniversary of our People's Revolution. 


Today, three years have passed since our people's will and giant determination 
finished with tyranny and fear forever in our country, and these last three 
years have brought us many transformations, many massive changes. 


But seeing this huge assembly before me now, understanding how many of you 
have come from so many places on the Earth: from up and down our Caribbean 
necklace of islands and right through our continent of America, from all over 
Europe, from Africa the land of the fighting Angolans, Namibians and Seychelles 
Islanders, through Asia to the heroic struggling nation of Korea, whose shores 
are washed by the Pacific Ocean, from Australia and the fighting people of the 
Pacific Ocean, from Australia and the fighting people of the Pacific Islands, 
all of this great presence has rammed home an extraordinary truth. 


In the old days -- and now when we speak about the ‘old days' in Grenada we 
speak of just three years ago, because we have all matured that much -- in 
the days of darkness that are gone forever, you would find Grenadians leaving 
their country in their thousands, emigrating by sea and by air to far-off 
shores to escape the deadend of Gairyism. 


Our people were locked inside a mentality of visas, migration and despair. 
Grenada was a place to leave, a place to run from, a point of departure to the 
United States, to Britain and to Canada. 


But our country today has become a symbol of a new reality to oppressed peo- 
ple. We have only taken the first steps, and we have no room in our process 


for complacency or premature satisfaction. 


Our people,through their history, have always struggled and craved for real 
transformation, have organised, fought and died for real transformation, and 


63 








there is no rest for us until we have built a new life in Grenada that wili 
fulfill all the enormous potential of our people, for our people deserve 
nothing less. 


All of this will of course depend upon how quickly we can expand our economy 
and build the necessary wealth to construct a new life. For we are embarking 
upon our Year of Economic Construction at a time when the capitalist world 
which surrounds, us, and with whom we trade, has created for itself a whirl- 
pool of economic devastation which is today becoming an economic crisis of 
world-wide proportions. 


Their crisis affects us like a leech because we are still reliant upon them 
for exports and imports, and historically, we have been shackled to their 
economies through a 400-year imposition of colonialism and a quarter-century 
of neo-colonialism.,. 


Our success must, therefore, be measured in how much we can cut through the 
chains that have bound us to their system, how rapidly we can immunise our 
economy from their recessions, how quickly we can create our own economic 
self-reliance that will keep us strong, no matter what happens to the capi- 
talist world. 


Imperialism At Work 


For, of course, the terms of trade which are favourable to the industrialised 
countries are inevitably unfavourable to us -- that is the great inequality 
upon which imperialism bases its power. They control the prices at which we 
sell our crops which have meant life or death for us: our bananas, our cocoa, 
our nutmegs. And they also control the prices of the goods we buy from them. 
So we are squeezed from both ends. 


We are in a vice, and our only way out is real and concrete economic construc- 
tion. We import their rising prices, we import their inflation, we import 
everything unhealthy about their economy, and it affects our economy like a 
cancer. 


I know that when I speak to you today of these economic matters that more and 
more you are able to understand them. Our last two months of budget consul- 
tation have laid bare the economic truths of our country, and the new economy- 
consciousness that has risen so massively among our people has created a new 
popular understanding of our economy, the second great pillar of our 
Revolution. 


If we take the present situation with our nutmegs, for example, we will see 
that LO years ago, one ton of nutmegs could bring us enough money to buy a 
car. Now, for a car of the same value, we would have to sell at least five 
tons of nutmegs. So our nutmegs today is worth only a fifth of what it was 
worth five years ago. You could imagine how serious that is for our foreign 
exchange and our imports situation. 


And if we look at nutmegs from another angle we can make an even more impor- 
tant point. A sister cracking nutmegs at a receiving station in Grenada 
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receives a small wage of $7.10 a day, and that sister would need to crack 
about 150 pounds of nutmegs in order to earn that $7 for the day. Those same 
nutmegs are sold to a broker -- a middle man -- and taken off to Europe. Then 
they are re-sold to a miller, cleaned, blended and packaged, and put on the 
shelves of European supermarkets. 


And when one of our sisters or brothers or aunts living in Shepherd's Bush or 
Brixton or Hammersmith in London goes to buy a one-ounce carton of Grenada 
nutmeg, the price of that one ounce of nutmegs is about 20 pence or one of 
our dollars. One ounce for $l, but a 150 pounds of cracking for $7. 


So, our worker here earns $7.10 a day cracking 150 lbs of nutmegs in Victoria, 
Gouyave or Grenville, but our families in England and the British working peo- 
ple in London pay the equivalent of the same money for seven ounces of the 
same nutmegs. Those seven ounces represent approximately one-third of one 

per cent of what the Grenadian sister earns during one day at one of our re- 
ceiving stations. 


Or to put it another way, the real value of the nutmeg worker's labour is 300 
times what she receives in a day's wage. That is what we mean by imperialism 
at work. 


You can see, therefore, what our working people are fighting against every day 
of their lives, and why we in Grenada are so committed to struggling for the 
Global implementation of the new international economic order. 


Diversification 


What, therefore, can we do at this moment to wrestle ourselves free of such a 
stranglehold on our economy? Clearly, we can no longer rely upon our tradi- 
tional crops alone. The fickle world of capitalist trade «©: 2s loyalty to no 
poor and exploited country, particularly one like ours, Ww ;*; is struggling 
for its economic independence. 


So, we have to find new crops new products, new exports. We have to diversi- 
fy. And this is where our people's initiative and creative genius has been, 
and will continue to be, so vital. 


Throughout our weeks of budget participation, we have heard suggestions which 
Our agro-scientists and researchers must take very seriously. We have heard 
good reasons fcr processing and canning new products, from Callaloo to sprats, 
and we have seen over the last three years how neglected fruits have been 
taken up by our people and cultivated to real economic value and effect. 


All those mangoes that used to lie on the ground and rot, that we used to pelt 
at each other when we were children, those mangoes are now in tins of nectar 
and jars of chutney! Some people used to think there was no potential for 
eggplant, but now we are exporting thousands of dollars of egg-plants to 
Britain every year and increasing every month. 
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New Markets 


And as we diversify our products and look for more and more ways of making 
even more appetising and delicious nectars, jams and jellies and other agro- 
industrial products -- so that when the people of the world just hear the name 
'Grenada', they must begin to smack their lips and their mouths must begin to 
water. To this, we need simultaneously and scientifically to search the world 
for the new markets for our products. 


Our Social Wage 


Over the last year we have spoken much about the 'social wage' and we have de- 
fined it as all those concrete benefits which you receive, but for which you 
don't have to find the money in your pockets to pay, or for which you pay only 
a small part of the real cost -- those benefits of the Revolution: 


*Free education, 

*Free health care, 

*Over 300 free university scholarships abroad, 

*Our house-repair programme, 

*Our new public transport system, 

*Our free school books and uniforms for the poorest children, 
*Our eye clinic, 

*Our free milk programme, 

*Our new housing schemes for our workers. 


These are the benfits that go to make up our social wage 
The Cost 


What we have to make clear, however, is that the money to pay for all of these 

programmes have to come from someplace. It doesn't come from the sky, it does- 

n't come from a fairy godmother, it doesn't come from a money-machine, it does- 
n't come because Finance Minister Bernard Coard is able to wave a magic wand. 


Everything has a cost, everything must be paid for. And as we don't believe in 
money-machines, and as we have rejected the policy of sinking in a morass of 
public debt, as we know our people's wages are low and that extra burdensome 
taxation would not be a just or satisfactory option then what will be our 
source; where will we find the money to maintain and expand on these 
programmes? 


For maintain them we must, not only for the benefit of our own workers, but 
because they are an inspiration and a model to the working people the length 
and breadth of our Caribbean! Comrades, the money we need for these pro- 
grammes and benefits is inside you! 


Infrastructural Development 


The same truth rings just as clear in relation to our infrastructural devel- 
opment. For even before the Revolution, our New Jewel Movement (NJM) 


66 








understood how economic development could only come with infrastructural de- 
velopment, that to create a Revolution meant necessarily to create a new in- 
frastructure. And that is why we have it as a number one priority, a number 
one must, for our people and our country. And the fulfillment of this is be- 
Ginning to sprout out all around us: 


*Completion of the first phase of the Eastern Main Road this year and 
the beginning of construction of the Western Main Road; 


*Development of our Central Water Commission with a much-improved supply 
of water all over the nation; 


*The new telephone system which we shall begin to install this year; 


*The new generators we are negotiating to buy for our electricity com- 
pany so as to bring an end to black-outs. 


*The 67-1/2 miles of feeder roads that will open up our agriculture to 
further production this year; 


*Our new radio transmitter; 
*Our Ramon Quintana Quarry, stone-crusher and asphalt complex. 


*The Sandino pre-fabricated concrete unit and block-making plant which 
incidentally arrived on the St. George's docks this morning, as yet another 
gift from our internationalist friends of Cuba; 


*Continuation of our international airport and the start of the terminal 
building in the next few months; 


*Construction of warehouses for our Marketing and National Importing 
Board (MNIB) in every parish -- with vital implications for the expansion of 
our foreign trade and internal supplies; 


*Construction of eight fish-selling centres with deep-freeze facilities 
and the planned dredging if the St. George's Harbour to accommodate larger 
ships for the advancement of tourism and trade. 


International Assistance 


This is an impressive infrastructural list to try to bring out in one year but 
again, it all has a price, it all has to be paid for. Over the past three 
years, we have seen magnificent fraternal contributions from our internation- 
al friends and comrades. Several of these countries are poor, developing 
countries like ourselves, but that has not affected their generosity. 


It is clear that we would be much further back in our development process 
without this direct help of our sisters and brothers from many nations: from 
Cuba, from Iraq, from Algeria, from Syria, from Libya and from other countries 
in the Organisation of Petroleum - Exporting countries (OPEC) from Korea, 
from Tanzania and Nigeria, from Mexico and Venezuela, from Canada, from Kenya, 
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from the European Economic Community (EEC) and from the socialist countries. 
All of this assistance has been very, very welcome and heart-warming to our 
people. 


And while we thank these countries from the depths of our hearts, on behalf 
of all of our people, we are quick to add that none of these countries, not 
one of them, has ever tried to compromise our freedom or put conditions on 
their assistance, none of these countries has ever tried to undermine our 
economic process or pervert our development for their own ends. Reagan un- 
derstands the power and the impact of the Cuban Revolution. 


He attacks Nicaragua today, Knowing full well that he applauded long and well 
when Somoza waS waging terror. He attacks Nicaragua today, understanding very 
well that the children of Sandino have made massive strides in their Herculean 
task of naticnal reconstruction which they so heroically shouldered. He at- 
tacks Nicaragua today, understanding very well that neither the November plan 
of CIA terrorism against Nicaragua, nor the economic warfare and complicity 
with mercenaries, will ever be able to turn back this glorious people's Revo- 
lution, or stop the ordinary poor and working people of Central American from 
longing to be noble Sandinista fighters themselves. 


Farce Elections in El Salvador 


And what can we say of Reagan's hypocritical call for elections in El Salva- 
dor? The last free election in El Salvador was dozens of years ago, all 
other so-called elections in that country have been farcical and fradulent. 
And on top of that, today conditions are far from normal. 


In 1932 over 30,000 Salvadoran patriots were murdered by the then dictatorship. 
In the past two years, another 30,000 patriots have been murdered by Duarte's 
butchers with the fullest financial military and diplomatic backing from the 
USA. A state of martial law, a state of seige, exists in El Salvador today. 
What kind of elections could there be in such a state? 


Mexican French Declaration 


Today, we want to repeat once again our fullest support for the Mexican 
French Declaration calling for a negotiated political solution and for the 
recognition of the FMLN and the FDR as authentic representative forces. 


Today, we also want to repeat our fullest support for the recent statesmanlike 
offer of Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo to act as an intermediary in 
the Central American sitaution. We applaud President Lopex Portillo for his 
Statesmanship. 


We applaud today, too, the speedy and statesmanlike response of Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro and the Sandinista leadership in accepting this offer and 
stating their readiness to assist in ensuring a just and negotiated solution 
to the problems of the region. 
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Victory is Certain 


Now we wait on Reagan for a serious response. But whether or not the Reagan 
administration chooses to wake up to the realities of the region; whether or 
not they choose to come in line with these realities, one thing is certain: 
the children of Jose Marti, of Camillo, of Che, of Fidel; the children of 
Sandino likewise, will continue to write brilliant page-after-brilliant-page 
in the history of the Caribbean and Latin American region. 


In the presence of our very good friends, outstanding revolutionary Comrade 
Jorge Risquet, member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of Cuba; 
and of Comrade Carlos Nunez, President of the Council of State and member of 
the National Directorate of the Sandinista front; and of our comrade repre- 
sentative from El Salvador, we say that the people of Grenada will always 
give our fullest support and solidarity, to your revolutionary processes. 


Korea 


Today, we also have to recognise the tremendous work and the great job of na- 
tion-building that is being undertaken by a country far away in Asia. This 
country has sent to our third anniversary festivities their Premier, one of 
the top leaders in their country; a country with a brave heroic people; a 
country that was victorious over US imperialism in the late 1940s; a country 
that still continues today to be threatened by the US; a country under a 
brave and wise leadership. In the presence of the Premier of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and his delegation, we in Grenada pledge to 
continue to give our fullest support to your just struggles for re-unifyinag 
your country and making once again, one Korea, one people. 


Seyche lles 


Coming from almost as far away, from a chain of islands near Africa, with a 
brave, fighting and heroic people, who had their own revolution a few years 
ago, and whose President is a very good friend of Grenada the Foreign Minis- 
ter of the Seychelles, has travelled a long, long distance to be with us here 
today. 


Southern Africa 


We also have here with us our friends from Southern Africa from Namibia, a 
country that today continv.es to be denied its independence because South Af- 
rica has decided that they should not be independent The Reagan administration 
in the US has been the main force pushing to ensure that the timetable and 
plan for independence in Namibia are made so difficult, so full of ridiculous 
clauses and conditions that the elections are bound to be a farce. We, there- 
fore, expect that the people of Namibia, under their authentic leadership, 

the South West Africa People's Organisation (SWAPO), will continue to fight 
with arms in hand to win their freedom and their dignity. We again pledge 

our fullest support and solidarity thet the s people of Namibia. 
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We also pledge, on this platform today, our continuing and fullest support 
for our sisters and brothers in Angola, for our sisters and brothers in the 
African National Congress (ANC) in South Africa and for all of the frontline 
States that are today facing daily pressure from the South African military. 
To all our friends in Southern Africa, who are today still fighting for na- 
tional liberation or to consolidate their hard-won independence, the people 
of Grenada today send their warmest greetings and salutations. 


From Suriname 


And, today, I also want to ask you especially to remember a very brave peo- 
ple who have hit out against local reaction and imperialism, a people who 
only two days ago had to fight against these forces inside their own country. 
We want to remember a country that only two days ago was subjected to yet an- 
other attack on its process, yet another counter-revolutionary attempt to 
roll back the new life that is being built for its people. 


On the same day that fighting broke out two days ago, we publicly expressed 
our solidarity to the leadership and the people of that country. We never 
expected a response because the fighting was still continuing. Nor did we 
expect to receive a message of solidarity for our third Anniversary because 
of the difficult situation. Thus it was with great pleasure and shock that 
we received a message from the leader of that revolutionary process, yester- 
day. The message reads: 


'The Government and people of Suriname, although in a situation of distress 
due to counter-revolutionary threats made by rightist opportunists in the 
army, want to convey to you, the People's Revolutionary Government of Gren- 
ada, and the people of Grenada, the deepest and sincerest congratulations for 
the results that you have achieved over three years of a genuine people's 
Revolution. The government and people of Suriname follow your development 
with great attention. We try to learn from you and we know that internation- 
al solidarity of revolutionary countries is essential to succeed in this day 
and age, wehre international imperialist and fascist forces try to destabil- 
ise the rightful aspirations of people who fight for genuine sovereignity and 
development. Long live the Grenada Revolution. 


Signed: Desi Bouterse, Commander-in-Chief of the Army. 
Grenada 1s Not Alone 


For your presence here this afternoon, comrades and friends from throughout 
the nations of the world, proves to us that we are an integral and individual 
part of the mainland of the world's people, and that the seas that surround 
our country can be bridged and leapt over by anyone who wishes to share our 
process; anyone who wants to see for themselves the freedom we are making; 
anyone who has the independence of mind and spirit not to be fooled by the 
imperialist media-monsters and press-potentates who spread their lies through- 
out the world about our Revolution. 
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“riticism and Self-Criticism 


We have a national consciousness of the profound need for criticism and self- 
criticism, and we have nothing to hide. We are justly proud of the steps we 
have made in three years to wrench our country out of the vortex of under- 
Gevelopment into which it was sucked, and through which it whirled in pain, 
agony and decay under the dictatorship. We are practically moved at the 
iaily discoveries we are making about the huge capacity and creative genius 
Our people, and the energy and commitment with which they are fighting the 
great battle for economic construction, which we are waging in our country. 


al 
a 
a 
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If you can help us in that process, come with your suggestions, your help 
and your criticisms, for the over-riding and fundamental principle in our 
Revolution is consultation with all of our people through their structures 
of democracy, their workers' parish councils, their zonals councils, their 
trade unions, their NwO, their NYO and their Young Pioneers. In the spirit 
of these organs of popular democracy, we welcome your views and your advice. 


Great Truths 


We also ask you to take the truth of our Revolution back to your homeland, for 


the truth itself is revolutionary and we are confident that it cannot harm us. 
Our detractors and villifiers have neutron bombs and wage chemical warfare. 
We hold the truth of our process out towards them: our free health, our free 


education, our free school books and uniforms, our free milk, our national bus 
Service, our international airport, our clinics, our fishing fleet and salt- 


fish plant, our agro-industries, our house-repair programme, our Centres for 
Popular Education. These are the great truths of the Grenada Revolution. 
Unbreakable Link with the Masses 


As we begin the fourth year of our Revolution, it is very clear that the great 
strength of the Revolution, first and foremost, lies in the unbreakable link 
between the masses and the Party; between the masses and the government; be- 
tween the masses and the state. 


Over the years the leadership of this revolution have learnt much from you, 
the heroic Grenadian people; over and over again you have renewed and forti- 
fied our confidence, our faith, our revolutionary enthuSiasm, our resolve; 
every day you help to educate us, you help the Party and the leaders to de- 
velop a clearer awareness of our process, you help to make us more revolution- 
ary. And we are convinced that these fraternal relationships will expand and 
endure in years to come. 


0: 3025/2233 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT RESPONDS TO ATTACK IN ‘TRINIDAD GUARDIAN' 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 20 


[Text] 


THE People’s Revolutionary 
Government. has commented 
that the timing of an article 
on Grenada, published in the 
“Trinidad Guardian’”’ just be- 
fore the Festival of the Revo- 
lution, was “no accident’’. 

The article, with the ban- 
ner headline, “Grenada Base 
Open to Reds — US Report 
Quotes PRG Minister’, and 
written by Fred C. Hoffman, 
Pentagon correspondent of the 
Associated Press, was printed 
on the front page of the 
March 3 issue. 

In it, Hoffman suggested that 
the new international airport, 
now under construction at 
Point Salines, poses a threat 
to the security of Grenada’s 
neighbours and even declared 
that: “‘A Soviet air defence 
system will be installed in 
the vicinity of the airfield.” 

He also quoted a Pentagon 
official as saying that ‘“‘Gre- 
nada has become an airbase 
available to the Soviet 
Union.” , 

In a letter to the “Guardian” 
editor, the PRG quoted from 
a letter it wrote the US 
President in August 1981, 
stating, “that we have no 
intention, and have never had 
any intention, of using this 


Mar 82 p 3 


modest international airport 
for any purpose other than 
as the means of developing 
our relatively untapped tourist 
potential, and for the de- 
velopment and expansion of 
regional and __ international 
trade in fresh fruit and 
vegetables and agro-industrial 
products.” 

The letter, for which the 
PRG demanded equal front- 
page treatment, also pointed 
out that the airpcrt runway, 
when completed, will measure 
9,000 feet, “the length of the 
runways in Antigua and in 
Trinidad.” 

The PRG told the “Guardian” 
that “it is amazing, that 
though vou appear to con- 
sider this a major story, you 


have failed to contact the 


Grenada authorities for even 
a comment. By no stretch of 
the imagination can this pract- 
ice be considered fair journal- 
ism.”’ 


6 


And, it observed, “as is 
customary in the articles at- 
tributed to these — strange 
journalists, nothing is said 
about the time and place and 
occasion on which the state- 
ment was allegedly made by 
the Grenadian minister, nor 
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CSO: 


are we given an exact repro- 
duction of the statement he is 
purported to have made.” 

This new onslaught of dis- 
information and _ shameless 
falsification is not without 
its raison d’etre, the PRG 
said. 

After all, ‘‘a defence mechan- 
ism must be found apainst 
the cries of shame from world 
opinion, looking on in horror 
and disbelief at the exclusion 
of Grenada from the US com- 
ponent of the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative, a justification must 
be found for the aggressive 
and bellicose actions and poli. 
cies of the Reagan administra 
tion, and for the sending 0} 
warships and the dumping 0, 
weapons of mass destructior 
and genocide on willing taker’ 
in the region.’’ 


The PRG also felt that 
“the howls of anger and 
threats of'war that Grenada’s 
attempt to build an_ inter- 
national airport has engender- 
ed, will go down in the annals 
of infamy and disgrace.” 

Truth, it said, does not 
deter those who are paid to 
manufacture lies. In 1979 
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‘“! was the Soviets who 
were supposed to be building a 
submarine basc m the vicinity 
of the airport. Now, accoru- 
ing to Hoffman; it is the 
Cubans who seem to be en- 
gaged at this task.” 

Hoffman also alleged that 
US intelligence sources (who 
as usual, “declined to be 
identified’), are concerned 
that there are hundreds of 
Cubans in Grenada. 

Said the PRG: ‘Hoffman 
may not be aware, that there 
are hundreds of US citizens 
in Grenada. There are hun- 
dreds of residents, tourists and 
seasonal residents here. In the 
US operated Medical School 
alone, there are several hun- 
dreds. In terms of the popula- 
tion of Grenada, that does 
represent a significant North 
American presence, doesn’t it?‘ 

The PRG ended its letter by 
announcing an “unprecedent- 
ed step.” It has telegraphed 
Senator Charles Percy, chair- 
man of the US Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, with an 
open invitation to committee 
members to visit Grenada and 
tour the entire island. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


PAPER INTERVIEWS PRIME MINISTER ON REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 13 Mar 82 pp 12-13 


[Text] 


FWI. The Revolution is ap- 
proaching its third birthday 
uas weekend. Some detract- 
ors and eritics have argued 
that there would not have 
been a third anniversary. What 
are the main factors that 
have a’lowed Grenada, a small 
island, to achieve three years 
of nztional construction? 

PM: I think the main factors 
must be centred around the 
fellowing. Firstly, our people 
have been involved in every 
stage im the process of build- 
ing the Revolution. [T don’t 
think there’s any way at all 
we can ever underestimate the 
importance of that - tremend- 
ous involvement of the people, 
their Knowledge = at’ every 
stage of what is happening, 
their willingness to make 
sacrifices at every stave, their 
willingness to come up with 
creative responses to any new 
crises. that) emereed, — their 
tremendous — resourcefulness, 
which really was a vast un- 
tapped area belore the Re- 
volution. 

All of that centred around 
the people, must be, the 
lirst part of the answer. Our 
people have shown) tremend- 
ous creativity, tremendous in- 
itiative and have shown a lot 
of courage in these past three 
years. 


A second factor, I think, 
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is the overall world balance 
of torees and the extent 
to which that has continued 
to grow over these years; 
the fact that today, there 
is a socialist world that is con- 
solidated; that there is a 
clear national liberation move- 
ment; that there ts a social- 
ist international world: that 
there are different organisa- 
tions and trade unions and 


neace movements and such 
like in the capitalist world 
that are fighting for their 
ri. «CAM oof) s these factors 
aceon T think’ have © been 
quite critical for u . 

A third factor, to some 


extent linked to the second, 
is the tremendous amount of 
fraternal assistance which we 
have received over these years. 
That obviously is a key fact 
or. 

Assistance from Cuba, has 
been all-rounded, has been 
disinterested, has been assist- 
ance really in every possible 
arca, has been very speedy and 
has always come at exactly 
the right time. Assistance in 
infrastructure with the inter- 
national airport, other forms 
of infrastructural assistance in 
tcrms of equipment or assist- 
anece with road-building and 
such like, the Sandino plant, 
which will make pre-fabricated 
concrete units that can be 
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uscd tor house or otherwise, 
with the concrete 
Dlock-making plant, the tle- 
» plant ail ot which 
will arrive in the next three 
the — stone-crushing 
plant and the asphalt plant 
tlroady here, gome now tor 
5-6 months; formally launched 
in the last two days. Assist- 
ance with our literacy pro- 
vramme, with our fisheries 
programme. Really, that as- 
sistance has been tremendous. 


to thet 


rY) , 
ALLtALI 


months; 


But apart from Cuba, ot 
course, we've had assistance 
from Canada, which unlike 


the United States has continu- 
ed its programme of  assist- 
ance and that has been very, 
very, fundamental to us; 
erants, there ts 
no tan component. The last 
avsreement we signed, for ex- 
will with 
Cocoa rehabilitation, through 
Our Cocoa Propavation scheme 


be- 


bause at’s all 


ample, assist us 


that will eo for the next 10 
years and will ceive us in 
cash more than §20 million. 
Now that’s a fundamentally 
mmportant  rogramme for us. 

L hie Luropean Economic 


(kEC) 
been 
there, 
centres 

build 


likewise, 
tremendous 
with the 

we have 
In several 


Community 
there has 
ASSESTANCE 

COMTMETLUTTELS 
been able to 

different areas. 
Phat 


nation 


trom the LO 
countries has 


assistance 


EEC 


really been very fundamental. 
Our Arab friends, Algeria, 
Svria, traq, Libya, all ol 


these Countries too have made 


really critical contributions. 
SOCIALIST 

lhen there has been = as- 

sistance from. other countries 

ih) thre socialist world, Lhe 

Soviet Union has given us 


Vory ETLp ror taal CMS oft avri- 
, ! . 


eubecrabl ecqaap iment: irrigation 


punips, tractors, vehicles. The 


German Democratic Republic 
(GDR), has given very im- 
portant assistance likewise. 
Then Solidarity Committee 
has sent down food, clothing 


> 
drugs on more than one 
occasion; we are now dis- 


cussing trade possibilities with 
them, which, if they come 
through, will be of funda- 
mental importance. Likewise, 
we're tied up with a very im- 
portant agreement with the 
Bulgarians for an ice plant; 
that gives us a very attract- 
ive arrangement, in terms of 
the length of the loan, the 
yrace period attached, the 
low interest rate, and this 
ice plant is going to be quite 
fundamental, it’s going to 
make a difference to the 
fisheries industry that we 
are now building. So from the 
socialist countries likewise, the 
assistance has been quite im- 
portant. 

Other countries, like Venez- 
ucla, have of course, made 
a contribution, and that too, 
must be recorded. So this 
whole question of friendly, 
lraternal assistance from dif- 
lerent countries and interna- 
tional organisations has been 
quite critical. IT think those 
are really the main factors. 
There is a_ third factor, 
but perhaps we can get to it 
in another question, and that 
is the question of sound 


economic planning andthe 
overall economic _ strategy 
which we have devised over 


the three years. 

FWI. On economic construc- 
tion, the Western world situa- 
tion is getting worse The 
prices of raw mater.is are 
down for small countries like 
ours, which are linked into 
the whole Western framework. 
Yourism is uown, tiow is 
Grenada ging to sustain the 
economic gains of the last 
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three years, much less pre- 
vent economic disaster, in the 
wresent increasing zloomy 
world outlook? 

PM: I think the indications 
for the way forward can 
already be seen from our work 
in the past three months, 
and particularly in the past 
two months. If you start 
with the National Conference 
on the Economy on January 
29, what you will remember 
of course happened then, we 
had all the mass organisat- 
ions the trade unions, 
the women’s organisation, the 
youth organisation, the farm- 
ers all of them were there 
in the Dome and for that 
day, they look entirely and 
exclusively at their cconomy. 
They criticised things they 
were unhappy with, they iden- 
tified problems, they posed 
solutions, they dis- 
cussed what role they could 
have in implementing those 


solutions. That, I think 1s 
critical, because tne major 
part of the answer centres 
around the extent to which 
our people continue to be 
the centre and main focus 
of our economic develop- 


ment and economic construc- 
tion, first and foremost. 
Secondly, I think, ts plann- 
ing, and in that we've 
made some giant strides in 
the last 69 months. Un 
the Dome, “our 
first one year plan was pre- 
sented. Now that is_ the 
first time this country ‘ever’ 
had seen a plan, after over 
200 years. And -- this «f 
course first time around, \ 
are starting relatively smaii. 
major areas of tocus are on 
worker procuctivity, how we 
can increase the output 
worker, will “4t ve or the 


too 


question of bulk purchasing 


5) 


suppl’; and cqt pment, and 











, 


SU) oe L tre sc 
we ire larpely 
this 


But, as 


are the areas 
concentrating 
first time = around. 
you recognise, those 
are teally critical areas. 

So [| would say, the ques- 
tion ol the people’s involve- 
ment, of continually planning, 
ol developing new structures 
that can ensure the ideas of 
the people are implemented, 
and that the ideas we have tor 
msuring workers productivity 
are, in fact, implemented, 
such as for example, produc- 
tion committees of the work- 


on, 


place, that is very import- 
ant. Because what these 
committees will do 1s, of 


course, discuss the problems, 
try to identify ways in which 
production can be increased, 
targets, discuss at a re- 
vular monthly meeting of the 
workers how tar they have 
zone towards achieving their 
tarzets, where they have sur- 
the targets, resetting 
new targets, where they have 
not passed the targets, dis- 
ussing why, and msuring in 
the following months the 
tarecl 1s reac hed, together 
the target for that 

and that kind of 


scl 


} rassed 


with 
month, 
thane, 


COMMITTEES 


Likewise the disc ipline and 
committees, we 
very. funda- 
where the workers 
will discuss their problems 
again, their major 
ricvance will be analysed, 
the manavement will have the 
responsibility of solving those 
ricvanees, Where, m_ turn, 
problems relating to discipline 
The like will be looked 
it. and again solutions found. 
We think that those discip- 
line and giievance committees 
will also be very important. 
Finally, the idea of the 
emulation committees, that ts 


TricVanece 
think, 
mental, 


those are 


such 


areas of 


going to be very important, 
because, after all, it is very 
important for those workers 
who are really making an ail- 
out effort, who are achiev- 
inz results, who every month 
are putting a lot of efiort 
into their work, to be re- 
warded and_ recognised in 
some way, and we are hoping 
that what these emulation 
committees will do, is not 
only to recognise and salute 
the most outstanding workers, 
but also to encourage those 
others that are not right now 
reaching up to certain levels, 
to aim at reaching that neces- 
sary level, and act as a spur 
on the entire collective unit 
at a particular workplace. 
Linked to that, certainly to 
economic planning, would be 
the whole question of continu- 
ing this process of economic 
diversification which we have 
started. More new crops, more 
markets, idenufying more and 
more productive sectors in the 
economy that the state and 
private sectors can move into, 
that 1s also going to be key. 

The toct that the = agro- 
inet. tries DOlant has been es- 
tablished has made a _ big 
diiierence to the amount of 
crops that now no _ longer 
have to go to waste, and to 
the potential for earning 
foreign exchange in Caribbean 
markets and markets further 
aticld. The fact that the 
fisheries industry has now 
been established, giving us the 
potential now for the first 
time, to fillet, to dry, to 
our own fish, to pro 
duce our own. saltfish, that 
too, has been fundamental. 
And there is a large untapped 
area, out there, that we have 
to continue to build on. 

The National Commercial 
Bank has been very import- 
ant, the Grenada Development 
Bank has been very import- 


salt 
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ant, the Marketing and Nation- 
al Importing Board has been 
fundamentally important. All 
of these areas we are going 
to have to continue to build 
on, expand the state sector; 
but doing sc . a wavy that 
at every step insures that 
the particular new enterprise- 
we move into is, in fact, 
going t> make a profit, or 
at least run without a loss. 
Now that’s going to have to 
be the key. So I think those 
combinations are what will 
ensure that we continue along 
this road. 

FWI: At the same time of 
building the economy, we 
have a situation in the world 
where Ronald Reagan and his 
spokesmen are coming 
increasingly beligerent parti- 
cularly in their attitude to 
Latin America and the Carib- 
bean Basin region. Nicaragua, 
Cuba and Grenada are being 
singled out, alon; with the 
struggle in El Salvador, as 
targets for Reagan. How is 
Grenada going to face a 
situation where it is. very 


likely that in the coming 
months and years maybe, 
the threats are going to 


increase, with always the po- 
tential for aj;-ressive action 
by the US or from some 
mercenary proxy. What are 
the PRG’s plans to face these 
possible threats? 

PM: Lt think there are sever- 
al answers to that question 
avain, and as always, the 
people form part of the 
answer. I think, again, we 
are going to have to mobilise 
our people continually, in a 
conscious way, about the 
potential dangers out there. 
We are going to keep them 
abreast of every shift in the 
situation, of every new de- 
velopment that increases the 
threat of direct or indirect 
military attack against us. We 








ensure at all 
inside the coun- 
country’s defensive 
continued to be 
built ... in other words, 
the People’s Militia is going 
to be very important in this 
Arc a. 

As you know, only in the 
past two-three weeks, we 
held our — last national 
manocuvre, the Julien Fedon 
Third) Anniversary: Manoeuvre 
and | think that manoeuvre 
was very, very significant for 
severel reasons: 

One, it showed that) our 
had become much 
more protessional in military 
terms, had become much more 
were wiliing to 
be macau more involved in 
takine part in) the Mhilitia. 
Many more people came out 


ALS voime lo 
that 
trv, the 


Lines 


Ca Pacity 1S 


}>4 ople 


OFLADISS 


for this last manoeuvre than 
the one before. Bui per- 
haps, most importantly, it 
showed the increasing con- 
sciousness of the people, 
about the kind of threat 


tuce, because at the 
the Julien Fedon 
manoeuvre was held, the 
had not called 
name for about 
four months and 
people were saying 


Was "lO lonver a rea 


INVASION 


that we 


Linc 


\mertcans 
Cirenada’s 
three Ol 

SOTA 


there 


Now this 


Heroes rf 


unlike the 
Homeland 
was in 
when in 
Amber and 
Amberines”” practice run trial 
invasion Of our country has 
just) taken place and there- 
fore one could have expect- 
ed a very good turnout and 
response, (yn this occasion, 
na such thing. In fact, it was 
all quiet and yet the people 
came out. They so clearly 
understand. Equally the fact 
thar so many of our elderly 


was 
the 
manoeuvre, which 
August) last year, 
tact, the whole 


people were involved — this 
time around, so many more 


women were involved’ in 
crucial areas the anti-air- 
craft, the anti-tank, not to 


mention the infantry units. 


Allof that, I think, was 
very significant and shows, 
in fact, that our people 


are increasingly ready to face 
up to that danger and _ in- 
creasingly understand that the 
main reason that we = are 
threatened in Grenada is _ be- 
cause we had a_ Revolution, 
is because imperialism | ts 
against countries like ours 
existing, Is because imperial- 
ism does not believe that 
anybody has a right to try 
to develop its own alternat 
ive path to socio-economic 
development, and is going to 
try to crush all countries 
like Nicaragua, like Grenada 
like Mozambique, or Angola 


any such countries wil 
try io crush them, once it 
is clear that they intend 


to pursue a non-aligned path, 
an anti-imperialist path, once 
it is crear that their concern 
is to bring benefits to their 
own people and not to con- 


tinue the rule of the trans- 
national corporations. I think 
increasingly, our people 


understand that. 
A second factor is the 
question of international 


solidarity. That has been 
critical for every young re- 
volutionary country) m_ the 
past. It has been critical for 


every national — liberation 
movement, when it was fivht 
ing the ohgarchy or dictator- 
ship or whatever it was fight 
ing in its OWn country. This 
was so for Mozambique, tor 
Guinea Bissau, for Cuba, for 
Nicaragua, It is so today for Fl 
Salvador. Clearly, this will 
continue to be important 
to us. And therelore we have 
to. strive to contmuc to 
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keep those links out there, 
and to ensure that our friends, 
democratic, progressive, 
socialist, peace-loving forces in 
the world, continue to be 
alerted about what is happen- 
ing in Grenada and to be on 


s.and-by to come to our 
assistance, if and when the 
time comes 

F. Some of the most 
clea-cut gains of the RKe- 
volution have been in the 
area of edu .ion and 


cultu.e, in particular the pro- 
grammes, such as the Centre 
for Popular Eciucation (CPE), 
the Natioual In-Service Teach- 


er Education Programme 
(NISTEP), the Community 
School Day Programme 
(CSDP), are e.amples_ that 


come immediately to mind. 
Do we see a new type of 
society emerging, do we see a 
ne.v Grenadian man and wo- 
man growing after three short 
years of Revolution? 

PM: I think the evidence is 
already there, I think equally 
we still have a long way to 


eo, towards the creation or 
the full blooming, the full 
maturing of this new’ Gre- 
nadian man and wonian we 
would like to see. But I 
think there are already 


elear indications that a change 
place. IT think one 
that from the new 
consciousness of the people, 
from their much deeper and 
greater orzanisational involve- 
ment, the new organisational 
skills that they have acquired; 
from internationalist 


1s taking 


Calh see 


their 
CONSCIOUSNESS. 
Only Sunday at the Na- 
tional Women’s Organisation 
(NWO) rally for Internation- 


al Women’s Day, we had 
this  fanstastic expression 
of internationalism, where 


HS O00) a small sum, true 
cnouen, but nonetheless for us 
a significant sum, was donat 














ed te the Farabundo Mart 
Labcration Front (FMIN) for 
thn hichting people of EI 
Salvador and well over 540 
Cartons ot clothes were 
organised for the people of 
Namibia and Angola, who are, 
ot course, daily facing rc- 
pression and oily bemg mur- 


dered. IT think that’s a very_ 


Important expression ol 
internationalism and to me a 
Revolution truly comes of age 
at exactly the point) when 
i acquires a greater and great- 
er internationalist. conscious- 
ness. So it’s a very important 
Siu, 

| think we can see it also 
in the tremendous and deep- 
voy discussions around the 
economy which are taking 
place. The numbers of people 
who are involved, the extent 
and range and quality and 
variety of their contributions, 
which have been quite stunn- 
ing, | mean thousands of 
ideas, many of vttch we had 
never thought about our- 
selves, have come out of 
these discussions, and it 
shows, olf course, that) the 
people do have ideas and car 
make a contuipi.uon and this 
whole business about econom- 
ics can be demistified and the 
views of the masses are worth 
considering in this area, as in 
all other areas. All of that, 
ito seems to me caine out of 
these last few discussions 
and tell us something about 
the cxtent to which this new 
man or woman that you are 
talkine about is in fact beginn- 
ne to cieree, 

But to take your question 
from a somewhat different 
perspectave, looking moreso 
at what the CPE and CSDP 
and the NISTEP programmes 
have done, IT think firstly, 
ito has of course made quite 
a few more people literate 
my our country. That was the 
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point of the CPE programme, 
that is in itself important. 
[ think secondly, it has 
brougut a great deal more 


professionalism into _ the 
country In two ways. One 
through skills training, 


through ensuring that people 
get more expertise and 
treat whatever area of work 
they’re into as being a serious 
area that is worth being 
tramed for. Many teachers 
in the past have seen teach 
ing as being a transient oc 
cupation they teach whik 
they wait for a visa to ge 
abroad to North America. 
What this programme is now 
domg is showing more and 
more of them the potential 
of teaching as being a 
career, a profession in it- 
self and for itself, and that’s 
very important. That is one 
of the benefits that we have 


-begun to get out of the 


NISTEP programme, 

So, the skills question, the 
literacy question, the overall 
protessionalism, all of that 
has begun w come out, and 
[ think, t’ .&t 1s going to 
have tremendous implications 
for the society, a: a whole. 
lt certainly is going to help 
the worker, deepening the 
political Consclousness of our 
people, it going to help the 
work of the workers’ educa- 
tion classes which — are 
taking place. It is going to 
help production, because it 
means that more and more 
people who now have a 
vreater facility with language 
and with words, will be able 
at the point of production, 
in the workplace, to make a 
greater contribution, to be 
able to read signs after all, 
to tell them what they must 
do what they must not do; 
to be able to read what a 
machine says, by way of 
Instructions: To be able 








to discuss and read the pro- 
duction tar ets. In all of 
these areas this programme 
has been fundamental and will 
continue to play an important 
role in the future, 

‘1: If you were to take an 
overall perspective of the ‘ast 
three years and if you were 
to try, which is quite diffi- 
cult, to identify a_ single 
change which, in your view 
has been the most striking, 
one in Grenada since 
overthrow of Eric Gairy"s 
Government and _— system, 
which would you identify 
as the most striking change? 
PM: As you say, it’s * very 
difficult question to answer 
because people’s own percep: 
tions of this vary so widely, 
We have found from _ practi- 
cal experience, that when we, 
ask people out there on 
the ground, what is it about 
the Revolution they like most, 
what has struck them as 
having the greatest impact 
~d so on ... we get widely 
different answers. 

If you ask a young child, 
for cxample, last year, 
Pioneers doing an interview. 
with me in this house, the 
answer they gave was school 
books and uniforms. 
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But | would say that for me 
if I had to choose, the answer 
will undoubtedly be the ex- 
tent to which our people 
have been involved in the 
process of building the coun. 
try. Undoubtedly, for me, 
that is the main answer. 
It’s a fairly broad answer and 
it takes a lot, but nonethe- 
less is the answer I give, 
The new person that has 
emerged, the new man and 
woman, the new kind of 
consciousness, the new 
kind of organisation that our 
people have been showing, the 
tremendous creativity that hag 
come out, the extra-ordinary 
resourcefulness and versatility 
from the people; their cour- 
age, their involvement in every 
aspect of the country and 
the Revolution — for me, 
that is undoubtedly number 


one, the fact that we have 


been able to motivate our 
people, the fact that they 
have chosen to respond te 
the Revolution in such a way 
that they formed community 
work brigades in the first 
few days and at one point 
i: 1979, 90 per cent of 
villagcs in Grenada were in- 
volved in these community 
brigades, doing voluntary com- 
munity work on Sundays — 











COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


STATE OF ECONOMY REVIEWED ON REGIME'S THIRD ANNIVERSARY 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 13 Mar 82 pp 16-17 
[Article by Vivian Philbert] 


[Text] An indication of the Revolution's progress is the growth of the econ- 
omy. Since 1979, the economy has grown steadily. Last year, despite objec- 
tive problems in production coupled with the crisis in international capital- 
ism, into which system Grenada's economy is woven, the economy grew by two 
per cent. 


Altogether agriculture, fish eries and forestry went up by five per cent 
which represented a significantly speedy recovery from the poor negative 
growth in 1980. 


One reason for this positive growth was an increase in the domestic agricul- 
tural production of nearly eight per cent in physical terms. A large percen- 
tage of domestic produce was grown by the state farms, agriculture co-opera- 
tives, and small farmers, who took advantage of the favourable rainfall 
throughout last year. 


The agricultural sector is the most important in the Grenadian economy, em- 
ployinag about 40 per cent of the workforce and comprising about 40 per cent 
of all lands. It has always been the most important contributor to the gross 
domestic product (GDP) and will remain so for a long time. 


In 1980-81 its contribution rose from 24.3 per cent to 29 per cent of the GDP. 


rhe Agro-Industries Plant at True Blue earned nearly $300-000 from the sale 
of nectars, jams, jellies, hot sauce, tumeric, among others, all of which were 
produced from local farmers' products. 


Some of the products were sold in the region, to the United Kingdom, and parts 
of North and Latin America. The coffee plant at Telescope also recorded rel- 
atively good success. 


In fisheries the National Fishing Company which started operating in April 


last year, made $164,000 through the sale of fish and lobster, despite serious 
shortages in both equipment and ice. 
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The Fish Processing Plant at True Blue is also well underway in processing 
salted and smoked fish. Although the saltfish has not been distributed 
hroughout the country, some were exported last year to neighbouring Dominica. 


c? 


Last year, the forestry division took a step forward with the establishment of 
the Forestry Development Corporation. At present, it produces about 35,000 
cubic feet of timber, most of which is used to make furniture and boats. 


There was a continuing dramatic increase in construction too. Construction 
grew by nearly 15 per cent last year, after an astronomical increase of 208 
per cent in 1980, a clear indication of the priority it is given by the PRG. 


However, last year, both hotel and restaurant activity, together with whole- 
sale and retail trade, declined. This was attributed to a regional drop in 
the number of tourists, about which the other islands also complained. 


Grenada's gross domestic expenditure increased by 8.8 per cent, from $324.3 
million in 1980 to $352.8 million last year. Domestic investment by the PRG 
increased considerably, moving from 41.5 million in 1980 to 73.8 million last 
year. On the other hand, private sector investment was a mere $2 million, 
falling from $2.7 million in 1980 


In the debate on the economy over the past six weeks, concern was expressed 
about the dramatic fall in private sector investment since the Revolution, 
and in answer to this, measures were announced last Tuesday in the budget 
Speech to stimulate the private sector to invest. 


the National Commercial Bank (NCB), the people's bank, and now the second 


largest bank in the country, made a profit last year of $1.4 million, or three 
times as much as it made in 1980, its first year of operation. 


“Kh now has branches throughout the island, and one is soon to open in Carri- 
acou. The Grenville branch of the Royal Bank of Canada is now part of the 


NCP, after the Canadians sold it last year as a going concern. 

In foreign trade last year, cocoa earnings went up from $18.1 million to $20 
million in 1981, banana went up from $10.8 million in 1980 to $11.3 last year, 
1utmegs dropped from $8.6 million in 1980 to $8.4 million last year. Earnings 
from mace did not increase, it remained at $1.9 million. 


ere was a dramatic increase in clothing from $2.2 in 1980 to $5.4 last year, 
furniture remained at $8 million as in 1980, fresh fruits went up from $8 to 
Sl.1l million last year, and other goods went up from $1.4 to $2.8 million last 


Exports went up from $44.6 million 10 to $51.1 million last year. However, 
last year, aS in other years, Grenada was unable to balance its trade deficit. 
ome $159.9 million in goods were imported, mostly food. Imports for 1980 
mounted to $151.8 million. 
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A significant part of the money spent on imports last year went into capital 
investment, such as on the international airport at Point Salines, which will 
in turn generate money to boost the economy. 


Grenada's budget of $160 million last year was a record. The budget this year 
is close to $215 million, a new record. 


A significant development in the formulation of the budget since the Revolu- 
tion is the involvement of more people in decision-making. Before the budget 
was formulated last year, it was forwarded to the major trade unions in the 
country for discussion. 


This year the budget scrapped every nook and cranny of the country, involving 

the mass organisations, the private sector and other individuals. This year's 
budget reflects, their ideas on how they want the country to move in the ‘Year 
of Economic Construction". 


While Grenada's economy grew last year, some of the economies of major Western 
Europe in countries fell back. Italy for instance had an inflation rate last 
year of 19-1/2 per cent while France recorded an inflation rate of over 13 per 


cent. 


In the powerful United States itself, unemployment continued to soar with the 
inflation rising to unprecedented levels. 


Since the Revolution, Grenada has attempted with some success, to lessen its 
dependence and ties with the shaky capitalist economies, which makes her vul- 
nerable. As Finance Minister Bernard Coard always say: "Whenever the big 
maco USA sneeze, we catch cold" 


Attempts have been made over the past year to diversify trade relations with 

West European countries, other than the traditional trading partners, and 

with East Furopean countries. Trade is also being developed with friendly 

progressive countries in the Middle East from which Grenada is beginning to 
te 


get grants and loans with favourable terms. 3 
° 
Markets for Grenada's traditional export crops, especially cocoa and nutmeg, $ 
ire increasingly becoming a problem. Nutmeg, for instance, bore an unprece- 
dented crop last year, but most of it is still in the country, because of mar- j 
keting and shipping problems. New markets are vital for the Murvival of ) 


those industries. 3 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


WORK ON NEW AIRPORT CONTINUES; MANY FRIENDS PROVIDE HELP 
St Georges FREE W ST INDIAN in English 13 Mar 8? pp 18-19 
[Article by Camille Ramnarace] 


[Text] It has been a main target of United States' destabilisation attempts, 
rumour-mongering and speculation. There have been direct attempts to deny it 
funds and to sabotage its operations. 


Yet, work at the new international airport at Point Salines keeps rolling on, 
day and night, towards completion around the middle of next year, despite ob- 
stacles from man or nature. 


The reasons for imperialism's hostility is the airport's obvious role in open- 
ing up Grenada to the rest of the world, and its importance in strengthening 
the country's economy. It is the PRG's grandest undertaking, its greatest 
investment, and it is expected to bring returns in the two mainstays of the 
economy--tourism and agriculture. 


The urgency towards completion is emotional, as well as practical. The air- 
port is a source of pride for Grenadians, who have had to suffer indignities 
or inconvenience intransit through Trinidad or Barbados, while watching other 
equally small Eastern Caribbean islands acquire their own direct link with 
the outside world. 


Now, Grenadians organise transport to spend their Sunday evenings touring 
Point Salines, to see how work on their airport is progressing 


airport, when completed, will be a monument of defiance against imperial- 
ism's might, of tribute to internationalist co-operation, and of hope in the 
future. 


e 
Imperialism has claimed thag the runway is too large for Grenada's needs and 
will be used for military pruposes. Yet, the runway will be just 9,004 feet \ 
long -- the same length as those in Antigua and Saint Lucia, and far smaller 
than that of Barbados, which is 11,000 feet. ; 
® 
Cuba’s invaluable assitance in designing and constructing the airport is being 
twisted too. But, project engineer Ron Smith, like most Grenadians, recog- 
nises that without Cuban help, there would be no airport. 
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Cuba is contributing half the cost of the $200 million airport in labour and 
materials. But, Smith observes that $100 million in cash could not have ac- 
complished what the Cubans have 

The Canadian-educated engineer feels that if the airport was being built by 
Western contractors, it would have cost at least $325 million and would not 
even have begun yet. 


Besides Cuba, aid for the airport has come from Venezuela, Libya, Algeria, 
Iraq, Syria and the European Economic Community. 


The airport is already helping the economy by providing jobs for about 350 
Grenadians 250 on the actual airport, and another 100 on its related opera- 
tions the asphalt mixing and concrete batching plants, both gifts from Cuba. 


At Point Salines, Grenadian, Cuban and US workers toil together. The 30 Amer- 
icans are employed by a US dredging firm, contracted for $6.75 million, to 
dredge and backfill that portion of Hardy Bay, through which the runway will 
pass. Dredging has finished, but the backfilling picking up sand from the 
ocean between the bay and Glover Island, running it through a pipeline and 
depositing it to form a layer on the dredged portion is being held up by 
rough, surging seas. 


However, work continues on the runway. The first 5,000 feet, ending at Hardy 
Bay, already has two layers of paving and needs three more. Drilling, blast- 
ing and levelling is also continuing on the section portion, which ends op- 
posite the Calliste school. 


Work on a modern, airy, two-storeyed terminal building, designed by Cuban 
architects, 1S expected to start soon. 


In the meantime, the PRG is examining bids from two or three companies for 
radio and navigation equipment. 


When completed, according to Clairmont Kirton, adviser to the Ministry of 
Finance and Planning, the airport will have an allround impact on the economy, 
Since it will help generate more jobs, more agriculture and more trade in 
perishable items. 


Its main advantage will be bringing larger planes, more flights, day and night, 


and therefore, more people coming,directly into the country. 

Bro. Kirton noted that last year dione, 29,000 tourists overnighted in Bar- 
bados, at a cost of $230 a night. RIf that money were spent here instead, it 
would be an extra $6.6 million forglocal hotels. 

And, if efforts are made to combat the negative propaganda and organise more 
package tours and educational group gxcursions, that figure can increase tre- 
mendously, he said. $ 
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This will create the need for more hotels, restaurants, and night clubs, and 
ean more jobs there, and more work for tuxi-drivers and vendors. 


he cargo planes that will be able to land will allow Grenada to exploit the 
markets abroad for fresh fruit, vegetables and sea food. This, in turn, will 


‘ . 
r)\ & 
‘ 


.elp stimulate farmers and fishermen to produce more. 


At the airport itself, there will be jobs for skilled, semi-skilled and un- 
skilled workers, from air traffic controllers to bellboys. 
Moreover, the airport has laid the foundation for Grenada's helping to satis- 


fy some of its own construction needs. 


1e Ramon Quintana complex at Mt. Hartman named after the Cuban international- 
worker who accidentally lost his life there--is already providing asphalt 
or the Eastern Main Road with bitumen imported from Trinidad. 


* 


After the airport is completed, the stone, concrete and asphalt will obvi- 
isly go towards building sturdier roads, bridges and homes in Grenada. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


EXPORTS TO TRINIDAD--ST GEORGES Grenada Thursday (CANA)--Figures published 
by the government's Central Statistical office show that Trinidad and Tobago 
last year became a more important destination for Grenada's exports. Main 
items shipped there were clothing, fresh fruit, furniture and wheat bran, 
which together accounted for 14.9 per cent of Grenada's total exports, com- 
pared with 7.7 per cent in 1980. Cocoa, nutmegs, mace and bananas continue 
to be the island's major exports, accounting for 77 per cent of all domestic 
exports in 1981. With diversification, however, this share is declining. 

The figures given for 1977, 1978 and 1979 were 94, 93 end 87 per cent respec- 
tively. The United Kingdom continues to be Grenada's single most important 
destination for exports, accountin for 35.9 per cent in 1981. Three other 
countries of the European Common Market (ECM) Holland, Belgium and West Ger- 
many--are next in importance but their intake is diminishing as the island's 
exports become more diversified. In the 10 years before 1979, the Eastern 
Caribbean Common Market (ECCM) accounted for an average of 80 per cent of 
Grenada's exports. In 1980, that figure dropped to 77 per cent and, in 1981, 
it. stood at 72 per cent. Clothing has become the most important of Grenada's 
non-traditional exports, accounting for EC$5.5 million (one EC equal 37 cents 
US) in 1981 and representing 11.1 per cent of total exports. This is just 
over twice the value of clothing exported in 1980 and almost six times that 
sold overseas in 1979. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 26 Mar 82 p 3] 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF PRE-BUDGET ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 29 Mar 82 p 4 


[Text ] 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana, 
Sunday, (CANA) — This South 
American republic is moving 
deeper into an austerity 
programme following another 
poor show by the economy. 

The Peoples’ National 
Congress (PNC) has slapped 
‘‘temporary’’ bans on some 
food imports, and announced 
plans to trim the fat off the 
public service as well as to 
impose ‘‘significant  in- 
creases’’ in taxation. 

The new measures, 
following up a tough 1979 
economic programme shored 
up by International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) aid, was 
triggered by slides in sugar, 
bauxite and rice production 
and a foreign exchange crisis, 
government officials said. 

President Forbes Burnham 
Said the republic had a 
balance of payments deficit of 
Guy $500 million last year. 
Other senior government 
officials said bauxite, sugar 
and rice — Guyana main 
hs — lost more than $200 
million in foreign exchange in 
1981. 

“The situation of our 
economy is perilous and the 
aiarm bells could ring at any 
time,”’ said a senior Cabinet 
minister, Ranji Chandisingh, 
while the overnment 
wrestled with the national 
1982-65 budget presentation ot 
which is overdue. 

The Marxist Opposition 
‘oe Progressive Party 
(PPP) predicted that the 


budget would include 
Draconian measures. 
‘*..... Thousands are to get the 
sack, prices and taxes are to 
rise, imports are to be cut 
further, subsidies to be 
reduced or fully removed,” 


the party forecast. 

It accused the PNC 
Administration —in power 
since 1964 — of getting tough 
on Guyanese ‘“‘to smooth the 
way for the drawdown of the 
oy credits still outstanding 
and badly needed by the 
regime to keep afloat in 1982- 
83 ’ 


Atarecent PNC conference, 
the government received a 
mandate to put the brakes on 
imports including, cheese, 
flour, cooking oil, split peas 
and footwear and to destroy a 
black market that accounted 
for $75 million in imports last 
year. 

In February, President 
Burnham said there would be 
significant increases in taxes. 
Energy and Mines Minister 
Hubert Jack said government 
would have to reduce oil 
imports by 10 per cent this 
year, compared with last 
year. (The 1981 bill was ex- 

cted to be higher than the 

S $140 million the govern- 
ment spent on 1980 imports). 

The Vice-President for 
Economic Planning and 
Finance, Desmond Hoyte, 
said there would be retren- 
chments in those sectors of the 


public service which are. 


overstaffed. Government 
sources said thousands of 
public workers could be 
sacked. 

There has also been some 
lay-offs in the private sector 
because of difficulties in 
getting foreign exchange for 
raw material imports. 
Finance Minister Salahuddin, 
said: ‘‘Some (businesses) 
have had to scale down 
operations while others face 
near closure. They are finding 
it hard to pay off credits for 
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‘ar battery producers, 
Friendship Industries 
Limited 7 they have 
produced nothing this year 


because of the problems and 
that prospects for an im- 
provement in the situation 
soon are slim. 

Drivers pushing their 
vehicles to get them started 
seem like becoming a national 

stime. Some Guyanese are 
orced to leave their faulty 
vehicles at home. Others pay 
high prices for batteries 
slipped across the border from 
Suriname. 

There is a shortage of flour. 
Some bakeries have scaled 
down operations, some have 
closed. The queues for bread 
are long. 

Resident U.S. diplomats, in 
a report to Congress that was 
released here, said price 
controls on a number of 
selected items have con- 
tributed to shortages of 
essential items and a thrivin 
black market. The hardest hi 
areas were said to be rural. 

The document listed among 
the Guyana _ production 
headaches — frequent and 
lengthy electrical outages, 
poor performing state-run 
corporations, and_ the 
Stagnation of private sector. 

ie state-owned Chronicle 
newspaper said Guyana last 
year failed to meet un- 
specified foreign debt 
payments, including’ .com- 
pensation bills for the bauxite 
muushy acc tie sugar in- 
dustry it took over from the 
British owners in 1976 and 
1971, respectively. 

The Burnham Government 
was forced to work out new 
repayment arrangements 
because of the foreign ex- 
change crisis, the paper 
reported. 

Last year Guyana’s rice, 
sugar and bauxite production 
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and earning levels were down 
on the government’s 
projections. 

‘The bauxite industry 
achieved only 55 per cent of its 
projected foreign earnings in 
1981, resulting in a loss of 
some $96 million to the 
national economy,’’ the 
Chronicle said. 

Calcined bauxite production 
was down to 514 000 long tons 
a drop of 30 per cent, and 
metal grade bauxite feli by the 
same level to 640 000 long tons. 

Alumina achieved just 
170 000 tons of the 240 000 long- 
ton target. Chemical grade 
bauxite output, at 335 long 
tons, was 15 per cent below the 
target. 

Production was likely to be 
lower this year because of the 
fall off in the international 
demand for the product, 
National Development 
Minister Robert Corbin said. 

The sugar industry had 
aimed at producing 360 000 
long tons a year, but managed 
just 307000 long tons. e 
government hoped prices 
would have stayed around the 
300 sterling — a ton mark of 
1980, but said it received 
between 140 and 153 sterling a 
ton. 


The result was § shortfall of — 


$74 million, the government- 
owned daily said. 

Total rice production for 
last year was 169 000 long tons, 
48 000 long tons below the 
target. Corbin said the in- 
dustry now has an overdraft of 
$90 million. 

The repubplic’s failure to 
meet the targets was largely 
due to weak and 
unimaginative management, 
indiscipline and Jackadiasical 

rformances at ali levels, 

urnham said. 

Against this backdrop, 
Guyanese say they hold out 
little hope for ‘‘plums’”’ in the 
budget. 
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CITE LACK OF BASIC FOODSTUFFS 


¥ GLEANER in English 29 Mar 82 p 9 


GEORGETOWN, 
March 28 (CANA): 


SUGAR WORKERS on 


four of Guyana's state: 
owned estates have 
gone on strike to pro- 
test what their union 
says is the abysmal 
shortage of basic food- 
stuffs like rice, flour, 
cooking oil and split 
eas. 

e¢ Forbes Burnham Gov. 
ernment announced on 
March 2 that it had clam. 
ped a temporary ban on 
the importation of split 
peas, cheese, cooking oil, 
and the chocolate bever 
ages — Milo and Oval: 
tineé — in a move to 
check further aggravation 
of the countrys already 
serious foreign exchange 
shortage. 


The Guyana Agricultural 


GAW 


and General Workers 
Union (GAWU) which is 
headed by opposition 
leader, Cheddi Jagan, 
said that from late last 
week the workers could 
not obtain the tens —in 
their districts or in 
Georgetown 

ALSO CLAIMED 
in a statement that while 
the food inems cold not 
be had from norma shop- 
keepers, they were avail: 
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“Workers and 


able at shops established 
by the state — the so- 
called “Ksis’ (knowledge 
sharing institutes). 

their fami- 
lies had to queue from 
the early hours in the 
mornings only to be 
denied supplies. while 
those with connections 
just drove up and obtain 
their adequate supplies. 
That could not be coler- 
ated and the patience 
which the workers had, 
ended.” the union state- 
ment said. 


GAWU said a delegation 


headed by honorary presi- 


dent Dr. Jagan had met 
Consumer Protection 
Minister Jean Manland 


Singh and discussed the 
matter last Friday. 


“She underlined the short- 


age of basic food items 
and intimated that cook- 
ing oil is being rationed, 
split peas would be dis- 
tributed Monday. flour 
by Wednesday, while rice 
is being sent out,” the 
union statement said. 


DECLARING THAT, the 


workers cannot produce 
on empty stomachs, 
GAWU said it con- 
gratulated them for the 
militant action they had 
taken to focus attention 
on the food situation in 
the country. 


GUYANA 





SEAGA ADDRESSES THIRD WORLD GROUP OF 77 MEETING 


THE DAILY GLEANER in English 27 Mar 82 p l 


RIME MINISTER, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, yesterday urged 


representatives to the group of 77 meeting on Money and Finance to 
concentrate on strengthening the lines of co-operation and existing 
developing country institutions which had delivered meaningful assistance 
over the years. He urged those countries which have not yet ratified the 
agreement for a non-aligned solidarity fund, to do so. 


SPEAKING AT the Jamaica Pegasus ‘Hotel, Mr. Sea- 
a said that in the effort to design an effective system of 
Fiasscial co-operation amongst developing countries, the 
main ‘task before the Economic Development among 
Developing Countries (F.C.D.C.) experts at the meeting 
was that of reconciling the variety of interests of the 
Group of 77. These interests my broadly be grouped 
as those concerning concessional financing and those con- 
cerning non-concessional! financing. 

The E.C.D.C. experts on Money and Finance are 
meeting in Kingston for the next six days to discuss mat- 
ters of hasncial co-operation. Jamaicas Ambassador to 
the United Nations, Sir Egerton Richardson, was elected 

hairman of the meeting during the opening ceremony. 
The Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Min- 
ister, the Hon. Basil Buck, is leader of the Jamaican 
delegation to the mecting. 

PRIME MINISTER SEAGA said that a clear dis- 
tinction should be made between those concerns and 
operations relating to financial co-operation on con- 
cessional terms and those relating to non-concessional 
financing. Urging the es of the lines of co- 
operation and existing developing countries’ institutions 
which have ddiivered ~~ assistance over the 
vears, Mr. Seaga said: “We should take seriously the 
mandate from Caracas with respect to the non-aligned 
solidarity fund”. ; 

This fund had the potential to make a vital contribu- 
tion towards co-operation in the area of concessional 
financing, he said and he urged those who had not yet 
done so to ratify the agreement. 

The emphasis in considering co-operation within the 
framework outlined by the Caracas programme of action 
last year should be ame-eonsemiensl ia orientation. The 
key areas identified in that programme included joint 
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ventures, export credit, energy investment, commodity 
finance, import payment arrangements and sub-regional 
reserve schemes. 

MR. SEAGA ALSO SAID that in order to enable 
better penetration of the marketplace a mechanism was 
needed to help developing countries to obtain trade cred- 
its on favourable terms by drawing on funds invested 
through this mechanism by the “surplus” countries of 
the developing world. 

The attraction of this proposal was that it allowed 
the “surplus” countries of the developing world, such as 
O.P.E.C. members, to aid the develepmnent process by 
investments in commercial credits which are lucrative 
and therefore attractive to therm as investors. 

It was useful to consider the possibilities and scope 
for a joint venture programme within the framework of 
E.C.D.C., bringing together the most diverse groups of 
countries — those with capital surp!nses, those with tech- 
nology, those with raw materials, and those with labour 
surpluses and markets. 

The institutional capacity to co-ordinate the promote 
= ventures among developing countries was severely 
imited, with only the I.F C. (Internationa! Finance Cor- 
poration) and the I.A.D.B. (Inter-American Devel- 
opment Bank) having provisions for this type of financ- 
ing. “To gain a picture of the scope within our 
countries, we could make certain projections based on 
I.F.C. operations in the developing world,” Mr. Seaga 
said. 

If such a facility could be set up with the capacit” to 
provide support for one-half of the gross domestic 
investment in the developing world, this would translate 
into an additional $/.6-billion worth of project 
investment in the developing world over the 1983-85 peri- 
od, he declared. 
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require funds, they utilize that lag peri- 


od to give them U.S. dollars abroad 
which they pay for in Jamaican dollars. 

This was a breach of the Exchange 
Control Act, but could only be dealt 
with when the Government had evi- 
dence against the exporter. 

Dr. Irvine said that the machinery 
of the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) 
had been dismantled, but that did not 
mean that financial intelligence was no 
a coming into the Government. 

e said that what has been disman- 
tled was a FIU that was stationed at 
the airports and ports of entry, harass- 
ing only the “small, little people” with 
a iew dollars while the “big league” got 
away. - ji 

“What we have stopped is the 


’ Financial ‘Intelligence Unjt harassing 


the small people when the big fish were 
getting through the net; and what is 
more, when we catch them, we are 
going to make a very, very strong 
example of them.” 
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SHEARER THANKS VISITING VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTER 


Kingston THE DAILY GIEANER in English 29 Mar 82 pp l, 15 


[Text] 





DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
and Minister: of Foreign Affairs, 
the Rt. Hon. Hugh Sheager on 
Friday night expressed appreciation 
to the Venezuelan Government for 
assisting Jamaica in critical areas, 
through: its programme of inter- 
National co-operation. , 

Mr. Shearer's expression was made 
at the Blue Mountain Inn where he hos- 
ted a dinner in honour of visiting 
Venezuelan Foreign Affairs Minister, 
Dr. Jose Zambrano. : 

Venezuela's international co-oper- 
ation policy which gave special atten- 
tion to the countries of Central, Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean was a fine 
example of economic co-operation 
among developing countries, Mr. Shea- 
rer remarked. 


For that assistance. Mr. Shearer 
expressed the appreciation of the Gov- 
ernment and people of Jamaica, add- 
ing that he regarded Dr. Zambrano’s 
visit as a positive contribution to the 
continued development of relations 
between Jamaica and Venezuela. 

COMPARING THE FOREIGN 
FOLICIES of Jamaica and Venezuela, 
Mr. Shearer noted that they shared cer- 
tain principles, which included respect 
for the sovereign equality of states, 
non-intervention in the internal affairs 
of states, the peaceful settlement of con- 
flicts, respect for human rights includ- 
ing economic and social rights and rep- 
resentative democracy. 


It was the belief in these principles 
which had helped. in the amicable 
development of relations between the 
two countries in a spirit of co-operation 
and brotherhood. 

Mr. Shearer said that many peoples 
in Latin America were still seeking free- 


92 


dom. He said: :“Events:-in ‘Central 
America are illustrations of what can 
transpire, when the search for human 
dignity and social justice has been effec- 
tively blocked and recourse has had to 
be made to unconventional methods. 

“Much of the conflict there, as else- 
where, stems from social and economic 
problems which had been neglected 
over the years. The attempt to devise 
strategies which ignore or underplay 
those causes leads to false solutions ana 
the postponement of inherent conflict. 
Effective remedies can only be based 
on the proper correction of the social 
and economic ills in these countries.” 

Both Venezuela and Jamaica, 
because of their shared ideals and adhe- 
rence to the democratic .principles of 
freedom and justice were paying close 
attention to the events taking place 
around them. : 

He encouraged Venezuela to contin- 
ue playing the constructive role it had 
been doing and said he hoped that a 
formula would be found to ensure a 
just and peaceful solution to the con- 
licts in that region. 

DR. ZAMBRANO SAID IN 
REPLY that the links which united 
Venezuela and Jamaica went beyond 
those of mere Caribbean neighbours 
but started with the birth of American 
independence. Both countries shared a 
common past and were renewing the 
commitment of that past inproviding a 
source of inspiration for young nations 
to develop their potentiality. 

The Caribbean shou! i be an area 
of peace, Dr. Zambrano declared, 
because the nations needed order to 
develop themselves. The nations which 
were still growing historically had a 
challenge to find a national self. 


Confrontations should be avoided 
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and respect for political democracy pre- 
served in the name of social justice and 
human rights. 


Referring to the international pol- 
icy of President Luis Herrera Campins, 
Dr. Zambrano said he was committed 
to assisting the peoples of the Carib- 
bean in their efforts to overcome 
serious economic and political 
problems. 


93 


























COUNTRY SECTION 


LABOR MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON WAGES, WAGE NEGOTIATIONS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Mar 82 pp l, 17 


[Text] 





OVERNMENT RE-STATED 
its pay eibat yesterday 
aren the background of a cost- 
of-living increase in 1981 of 4.7 per 
cent set off by an average wage 


increase of 28 per cent. 

Labour Minister the Hon. J. A. G. Smith told 
the final sitting of the 1981-82 Parliament that 
the figures meant that wage increases in simple 
terms for the island as a whole had moved in a 
ratio of more than 5 to 1 when measured against 
the movement of the Consumer Price Index. 

In a statement to the House of Representatives, Mr. 
Smith dealt with Government's policy on wage negotia- 
tions with utilities and enterprises owned by the Govern- 
ment or whose — are wholly or partly financed 
from public funds. 

Mr.Smith repeated what he said was Government's 
conviction that “employers and employees should settle 
claims for wages and fringe benefits by free negotia- 
tions based on the ability of the employer to pay and 
what is considered to be a reasonable rate of renumera- 
tion for the work being performed with due regard 
being given to the implications for the national 
interest.” 

Following is the text of his statement: 

“In furtherance of Govern- 


_ment’s stated objective of prises owned by Govern- 


obtaining and maintain- 
ing harmonious industri- 
al relations generally, 
and taking cognizance of! 
the sometimes unrealistic 
claims for increases in 
salaries, wages and 
fringe benefits in terms 
of the delicate state of 
the national economy, it 
has become necessary to 
re-state Government's 
policy regarding the 
treatment of such claims 
emanating from public 
utilities and public enter- 


ment as well as statutory 
bodies and other quasi- 
Government organ- 
isations which are either 
wholly or partly financed 
from public funds. 

"In keeping with para- 
‘graph 20 of Annex III of 
Ministry Paper No. 9/81 
‘on the subject of Govern- 
ment’s Pay Policy, the 
Government repeats its 
conviction that employ- 
‘ers and ys yn 
‘should settle claims for 
‘wages and fringe ben- 
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‘efits by free negotiations 
‘based on the ability of 
ithe employer to pay, 
‘and. what 1s considered 
to be a, reasonable rate 
of remuneration for the 
work being performed 
with due regard being 
ope to the implications 
Yor the national interest. 


| ABILITY TO PAY 


"Tt is necessary that the 
methodology of determin- 
ing Ability to Pay be 
clearly understood and 
“appreciated by all parties 
‘concerned. 

“The criteria to be exam- 
~ined to determine ability 
.to pay include the follow- 
"ing considerations: 

(a) Has the cash-flow pro- 
jection been prepared 
on reliable and realis- 
tic assumptions. 

(b) Is the level of activity 
projected realisable. 

(c) Is the cash flow of the 
organisation adequate 
to accommodate ‘the 


increased outflow 
necessary to satisfy the 
claim. 


(d) Has the projection 
made provision Ser rea: 
sonable increases in 
wage and wage-related 
-costs bearing in mind 
increases in the level of 
productivity and the 
profitability of the 
enterprise. 

(e) Has there been a realis- 
tic ‘appraisal of the 
financial implications 
of debt servicing, asset 
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replacement, increased 
staff requirement and 
other normal revenue 
inflows and outflows. 
The information flowing 
from (a) to (e) above 
should be made available 
to ensure that the unions 
have the ability to proper- 
ly assess the enterprise's 
ability to pay. 
C.0.L. AND 
WAGES 


“The cost of living as meas- 
ured by the Consumer 
Price Index has been 
regarded historically as a 
figure which moves con- 
stantly upwards. An 
examination of the Con- 
sumer Price Index for the 
calendar year 1980 
indicates that it moved 
up by 28.6%. The 
records show that, using 
the very same measure, 
the calendar year 1981 
has reflected an increase 
of only 4.7%. This arrest- 
ing of the rate of upward 
movement of the cost of 
living measured by the 
Consumer Price Index 
reflects the success of the 
Government's effort to 
restrict the upward move- 
ment in the cost of living 
to the barest minimum. 
“A review of the wage set- 
tlements on an_ itiand- 
wide basis for ine year 
1981 reflects an average 
wage increase of 28% 
which means, in simple 
terms, that wage increas: 
es in the island as a 
whole have moved in a 


ratio of more than 5 to I, 


when measured against 
movement of the Con- 
sumer Price Index. This 
reflects a significant 


increase in real terms and | 


results in an improved 
purchasing power for the 
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workers. 

“In cases where public utili- 
ties and enterprises are 
operating at a profit, and 
it is projected that this 


profitability will contin: | 


ue, negotiations for sala- 
ries and fringe benefits 
will be subject to normal 
bargaining within the 
ambit of the “ability to 
pay” bearing in mind the 
commercial nature of the 
Organisation and 
‘applying the criteria I 
have just outlined. 


“WITHIN LIMITS” 


“In cases where the utility 
or enterprise has no abili- 
ty to pay at present, but 
may on projection have 
the ability to pay based 
on an agreed three-year 
financial programme 
worked out with the Min- 
istry of Finance to restore 
viability, then the level of 
settlement should be with- 
in the limits provided by 
the wage fund in the pro- 
gramme for the enter- 
prise concerned. 
“In cases where no ability 
to pay can be envisaged 
in the foreseeable future, 
and where the level of 
emoluments currently 
payable in such entities is 
significantly above that 
being paid in Central 
Government, the level of 
settlement will be deter- 
mined only by consid- 
ering any special circum- 
Stances within the 
enterprise concerned. 


“In cases where no ability 


to pay can be envisaged 
in the foreseeable future 
and where the ‘evel of 
emoluments currently 
payable within the entity 
is within a range of 
approximately 0-10% of 
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those payable in Central 
Government, such entities 
will benefit to the extent 
of the periodic increases 
accorded to Central Gov- 
ernment employees. 

“It is a natural under: 
standing that adequate 
provision should be made 
to recognise the workers’ 
right to an improved 
standard of living subject 
to the ability to pay of 
the enterprise in which 
they work. 

“It is expected that this 
statement will allow for a 
greater understanding of 
the Government's pay pol- 
icy. |-am confident that 
if the points outlined are 
observed a climate will be 
created in which unions 
will no longer feel it nec- 
essary to make claims at 
levels substantially above 
a realistically achievable 

_level merely as a pro- 
tective device. 

“I say this, as we have 
already experienced 
exampled of cases where 
workers’ expectations and 
hopes have been raised to 
levels which have no possi- 
bility of being od vow] 
This has caused some 
negotiations to be unduly 
protracted and bitter —a 
situation which not only 
creates disharmony but is 
clearly against the best 
interest of the workers, 
management, the enter- 

rise and’ the nation at 
arge. . 

“I sincerely call on work- 
ers, managers and unions 
to conduct negotiations 
with harmony and _real- 
ism thereby creating a cli- 
mate which will facilitate 
rapid economic growth 
with benefits to all.con- 
cerned and the nation as 
a whole.” 

















COUNTRY SECTION 


COLOMBIA, BRAZIL OFFER $8 MILLION IN LINES OF CREDIT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Api 82 p 1 


[ Text] 


CSO: 


TWO NEW LINES OF CREDIT 
— one for $5 million from Colom- 
bia, and the other for $$ million 
from Brazil — have been made 


available to Jamaica. 

An announcement by the Bank of 
Jamaica yesterday gave the following 
information about the two new loan 
facilities: 

The Government of Colombia, 
through the Banco de la Republica and 
the Fund for the Promotion of Exports 
in Colombia has extended a line of 
ciredt for U.S. $5 million to the Bank 
of Jamaica. The facility which is avail- 
able to both the public and private sec- 
tors, will assist in promoting trade 
between Colombia and Jamaica. 

Raw materials as well as consumer 
and capital goods can he purchased 
under the Agreerent which is valid for 
two years. For censumer goods, credit 
will be for one year and up to five years 
for capital s. 

Items which have been identified so 
far for possible financing under the line 
of credit, include cotton yarn, copper 
wire, iron or steel cable and wire, elec- 
trical material fer construction, cement, 
agricultural tools, fertilizer and automo- 
tive spares. The Trade Administrator 
has been supplied with the complete 
list. 

Repayment terms must be agreed in 
advance prior to the ordering of goods. 
The interest rate to the end user will be 
10 per cent. 

The line of credit will be adminis- 
tered on behalf of the Bank of Jamaica 
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by its subsidiary, the’ Jamaica Export 
Credit‘ Insurance Corporation. 

Persons and companies who now wish 
to avail themselves of the resources avail- 
able under this line may make appli- 
cation to the Trade Administrator's 
Lepartment. 

The Bank of Brazil, through Cartiera 
de Comercio Exterior, has extended a 
line of credit in the amount of U.S. $3 
millio to the Bank of Jamaica. The 
Agreement, which was signed on I}th 
Miarch 1982, will assist in the expan- 
sion of trade and the promotion of eco- 
nomic co-operation between Jamaica 
and Brazil. 

The credit agreement will be used to 
finance the importation of capital 
goods, services, consumer durables and 
motor vehicles of Brazilian origin. The 
disbursement period in one (1) year. 
The interest rate to the importer will be 
10% per annum. The line of credit will 
provide financing for 85% of each trans- 
action. As a consequence the end user 
will be required to make a down- 
payment of 15% at the time the order 
is to be placed with the Brazilian 
supplier. 

Repayment terms will have to be 
arranged in advance with the Jamaica 
Export Credit Insurance Corporation. 

Theiine of credit will be administered 
on behalf of the bank of Jamaica, by its 
subsidiary, the Jamaica Fxport Credit 
Insurance Corporation, 

Persons and companies who wish to 
avail themsleves of the financing avail- 
able under this line may now make 
application to the Trade Administrator. 


96 


JAMAICA 




















<r 





NI ACTS TO HALT 


JT Cw 


LOSS OF TOURISM-EARNED 


DOLLARS 


SUNDAY GLFANER in English 28 Mar 82 pp 1, 2 





N ESTIMATED 35 CENTS of every dollar or 
35 per cent of all foreign exchange earned by 


the tourist industry in 1981 ended up in the parallel 
market and steps are being introduced to deal with 


the problem. 


This was disclosed Friday night 
by Minister without Portfolio and 
Leader of Government Business in 
the Senate, Senator the Hon. Dr. 
Ronald Irvine, when he made his 
contribution to the State-of-the- 


Nation Debate’ in the Senate. 

He was responding to questions 
asked earlier by Senator Hugh Small of 
the Opposition about Government's 
control of the parallel market and the 
possibility of devaluation. 


Some control 


Senator Irvine said there was some 
measure of control as the only people 
allowed to import goods into Jamaica 
without obtaining a licence from the 
Trade, Administrator's Department 
were those with retained accounts at 
the Bank of Jamaica. 


But the Government was not una- 
ware of the, moyemenr in the figures 


‘pertaining (o'the parallel market whith’ 


the Prime Mintster annouaced lest 
year. : 

Senator Small had said chat the 
Prime Minister had announced that he 
would only allow six per cent of the 
import bill to come from the parallel 
market and Mr. Smail quoted figures 
(q prove that this was not the case. 


Senator Irvine said that the fact 
was that the Government knew that the 
figures would move to an extent well 


beyond the six per cent that the Prime 
Minister had quoted. 


It was expected that there would be 
a greater movement of funds in the par- 
aifel market coming from several 
sources. ) 


First of all, he said, there was a lot 
of money being oy by Jamai- 
cans into Jamaica for investment, buy- 
ing homes. for example, which was 
expected to, increase. But they utilized 
those funds they had abroad to pur- 
chase Jamaican dollars which they 
could buy abroad. es 

The second area, he said, was the 
leakage from the tourist industry. 

“We estimate that the leakage from 
the tourist industry for the year 1981 is 


‘something in the order of 55%. About. 


ok that is the figure I got today,” he 
said. : 8 

Senator Irvine said that the Govern- 
ment was aware that the leakage was 
taking place, and steps were being 
taken to try to minimize it, but it 
would be very difficult to .stop it 
altogether. . 

The other source he said was that 


some exporters had funds acquired 


abroad which they have a lag in time 
of two to three months to bring back 
to ay mone to pay their bills, but with 
high interest rates in the United States 
they invest some of it there. 


Exchange breach 


When their colleagues and others 
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DETAILS OF 1982-83 FOREIGN EXCHANGE BUDGET REPORTED 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 Mar 82 pp l, 15 


— OVERMENT is providing 
$1,785-million to import goods 

during the 1982/83 financial year; 

an increase of $250-million, or 16.3 

per cent, over the $1,535-million 

provided during the 1981/82 finan- 


cial year. 

The amount of the foreign exchange budget was 
disclosed by Prime Minister Edward Seaga when 
he had discussions with the Private Sector Organ- 
isation of Jamaica last week, a news release from 


Jamaica House said over the weekend. 

The additional $250-million of foreign exchange will 
comprise $100 millicn extra for capital goods, $116 mil- 
lion additional for raw materials, $20 million more for 
fuel, $9 million more for other consumer goods and an 
additional $7 million for food. 

The Jamaica House release said: 

Prime Minister Edward Seaga wound up on Wednes- 
day, March 24 a two-phased discussion with the Private 
Sector Organization of Jamaica (PSOJ) on matters 
related to the financing of the 1982/83 Ape 
Exchange Budget with specific reference to sectoral allo- 
cations for economic growth, the utilization of the for- 
eign exchange budget for 1982/83 and the availability 
of foreign exchange to meet licensing applications. 

In Wednesdays meeting the Prime Minister disclosed 
that the overall foreign exchange budget had been signif- 
icantly increased over that of 1981/82. This year's budg- 
et would. be $1785 million — $250 million more than 
Jast year's — or an increase of 16.8% over the 1981/82 
figure of J$1,535 million. 

There was more than adequate foreign exchange 
available in cash and lines of credit to meet imports proj- 
ected for 1982/85. After _— into account allocations 
against licences that had alrea 7 been issued, remainin 
non-oil imports were projected at $720 million: eh 
and lines of credit available to finance this amount was 
$900 million. 

With respect to the $250-million in additional for- 
eign exchange allocations this year, the Prime Ministez 
gave the breakdown as follows: ' 

© $100 million extra for capital goods 
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® $116 million additional for raw material other 
than fuel 

® $20 million more for fuel 

© $9 million extra for other consemer goods 

® $7 million increase for food. 

THE PRIME MINISTER told the PSO] that the allo- 

cations were deliberately heavily weighted in favour of 
capital goods and raw materials, to which most of the 
additional foreign exchange resources coming on stream 
was being channelled. This, the Prime Minister said, is 
A policy with which no one could disagree. 
, He explained to the PSO] members that last year, 
because of years of shortages of basic food supplies, a sig- 
nificant amount of the foreign exchange allocation was 
allowed to be 9 to purchase these. Now that the 
shops are filled with basic food items there is no need to 
allocate substantial increases for food, but ‘simply to 
maintain existing levels with small increases for growth 
Jin demand and price, the Prime Minister said. 

He added that to a much lesser extent the same situa- 
tion is true for consumer goods, of which the country 
had been starved for many yearg and which are impor- 
tant for the operation of the economy. A modest 
increase was allowed last year which has raised the level 
of supply to a more acceptable base. Consequently, this 
year there will be no need for more than minimal 
improvernents in the supply of consumer goods. The 

at bulk, therefore of the $250 million in additional 

oreign exchange, the Prime Minister said, will be avail- 
able for capital goods and raw materials which between 
them will receive more than $216 million.. 

SECTORAL ALLOCATIONS, a new feature this 

year, had been worked out according to an economic 
model for achieving 4% overall growth in the ecomony 
in 1982-83, the Prime Minister told the group. The rea- 
son for this is that if foreign exchange is allocated to 
applicants on a first come first served basis, without pri- 
ority being given to the needs of those sectors that con- 
tribute most to the economy, then, notwithstanding the 
amount of additional foreign exchange available, growth 
would not take place. In order therefore to ensure that 
vital foreign pw 4 was used to create economic 
growth the $1,785 million available for imporis this year 
will be allocated in specific amounts to each sector. 
* Hence, Agriculture will get $88 million — an 
increase of $17 million over last year; Construction will 
*get $105 million — $20 million more than last year; 
“public utilities will get $94 million — $50 million more 
‘than last year, to enable that sector to be restored to 
‘proper levels of service. Likewise, the transport sector 
will receive $97 million — $43 million more than last 
year, to deal with major problems in public 
transportation. — 

So far 18,000 licences have already been issued for 
food, raw materials and capital goods — representing 
more than 40% of the total targeted for non-oil imports 
for the fiscal year 1982/83. Only in the case of con- 
eumer goods is the proportion minimal. 

IN OTHER WORDS. the Prime Minister said, the 
year will be off to & fat start in terms of the arrival of 
food, raw materials and capital goods, for which nearly 
half the allocations have already been made in the 
issuing of licences as a résult of which goods will begin 
to arrive shortly. 

The Trade Adminutrator's Department should be 
commended for the back-breaking work it had per- 
formed in processing 1$,000 licences in so short a time, 
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the Prime Minister said. Of the 10,000 licences which 
remain, 5,291 or 52% are for motor vehicles — the vast 
majority of which ‘will not be approved. Processing of 
the other 4,900 is already well advanced; granting of 
these awaits appropriate funding, largely through lines 
of credit. 


The remaining imports which can be supplied for 
the rest of this year, taking into consideration the 
amounts already 4 by “7 of the 13,000 issued 
licences, is $720 million. This will bring the year's total 
to the targeted $1785 million allocated for imports dur- 
ing 1982/83. 

There is an amount of $900 million of cash and cred- 
its available to finance the $720 million of projected 
imports the Prime Minister told the meeting. Con- 
sequently there are more than enough foreign exchange 
resources available to meet the réquirements for 
imported supplies for the full year — projected, as 
stated earlier, at $1785 million, or $250 million more 
than last year. 

THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED that Jamaica is 
adequately supplied with the foreign exchange required 
for its economy to grow at a rate of 4% this year and 
for its import need for 1982/83. He emphasized that the 

roblem has been, and continues to be, that most of the 
leccign exchange becomes available in the latter part of 
the year, leaving the earlier part relatively dry. Con- 
sequently, such frustrations as many be felt at this stage 
are only temporary, and should decrease later in the 
year when the foreign exchange comes fully on stream. 

“No amount of complaining can change that fact of 
life, and importers must learn to spread the flow of sup- 
plies over a period of time and not allow themselves to 
run dry during the year, thus creating shortages,” the 
Prime Minister told the PSOJ. “It must be obvious,” he 
continued, “that the same strategy cannot be followed in 
times of full foreign-exchange availability as in instances 
where resources, although improved, are still not suf- 
ficient to meet all needs. The iatter case requires a dif- 
ferent approach — and that is to stretch supplies as 
much as possible to avoid abrupt shortfalls.” 

The Prime Minister reminded the private sector that 
it was only since the beginning of 1981 that the country 
had begun to receive near adequate supplies of raw 
materials, capital goods, food, and important consumer 
items. As a result, import allocations have increased 
since 1980 by $540 million — a considerable increase 
when compared with the level of stagnation in imports 
over the last several years. While this had not fully satis- 
fied all the needs, it had gone a considerable way 
towards eliminating the distress and deprivation that 
existed over previous years. 4 hs , 

“If the country is to continue to supply more and 
more foreign exchange to meet these needs, producers 
must understand that they — and they alone — can cre- 
ate the foreign exchange to do so. They must rise to this 
sage to ensure that the new wave of improved sup- 
plies which began in 1981 can continue in the years to 
come, until it overtakes all demand and Jamaica once 
again is free of licence and foreign exchange problems, 
as it was in the 1960s, “the Prime Minister concluded. 

Also present at the discussions with the PSO] was the 
Minister of Industry and Commerce, the Honourable 
Douglas Vaz, who outlined steps to deregulate the licens- 
ing system by declaring new categories of imports to be 
exempted for licensing requirements. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INVESTMENT PLAN COVERS BUILDING, REVAMPING OF FACTORIES 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 3l Mar 82 pp l, 17 


[Excerpt] 


CSO: 


NINE NEW FACTORIES are 
being built under the Government's 
investment thrust. The factories will 
encompass some 25,000 square feet 
and cost approximately $10.7 
million. 

Included in the expansion pro- 
gramme for Industry is the refurbishing 
of several factories which were pre- 
viously inoperable and’which had been 
vandalised. In addition, ay og 2 are 
being built in the Kingston Free Zone, 
scheduled for completion between April 
ae 1982. 

hese disclosures were made by the 
Minister of Industry and Commerce, 
the Hon. Douglas Vaz, at a press brief- 
ing at Jamaica House yesterday. Mr. 
Vaz said he was happy with the number 
of existing industries which had opened 
and expanded, even though some of 
them were not “flashy” industries. 

THERE WERE TWO PHASES 
involved in the expansion of Industry a 
programme of refurbishing and one of 
construction. Factories which had been 
closed were being re-opened and con- 
struction of nine new factories through- 
out the island was underway, while nine 

lants were being set up in the Free 
Sone in order to widen its scope. 
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Mr. Vaz added that the nine facto- 
ries being constructed were located 


throughout the island. Six 8,000 square 
feet units were being set up at Nanse 
Pen in Kingston, three at Naggo Head, 
in St. Catherine; while one was being 
refurbished in Montego Bay. 
Concentration was on building up a 
small industrial complex and refurbish- 
ing factories which had closed when 
their owners went out of business. 
About 13 of these were now in oper- 
ation whether by new or previous 
owners. ; 
Thermo-Plastics, West Indies Syn- 
thetic Company, Henkel Chemicals, 
West Indies Glass, Desnoes and Geddes, 
Lithographic Printers, and Jamaica 
Broilers were cited as among cor:;,anies 
which had launched significant ‘refur- 
bishing and expansion programmes. 
Attempts was being made ‘to “dove- 
tail” the efforts of the Jamaica Industri- 
al Development Corporation (J.1.D.C.) 
and the J.N.I.P., The Minister added. 
In the area of the Free Zone, there 
had heen considerable movement, with 


nine plants under construction and’ 


some of them actually in production -at 

this time. Completion .was set for some 

time between April and June, and the 
lants “were already spoken for,” Mr. 
az said. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CTM LEADER: 60 PERCENT COMPLIANCE ON SALARY BOOST 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 1 Apr 82 pp 1-A, 17-A 
[Article by Aurelio Ramos M.] 


[Text] Yesterday Fidel Valezquez, the CIM [Confederation of Mexican Workers] 
leader and chairman of the Workers Congress, asserted that 60 percent of busi- 
nesses with union workers have begun paying salary boosts and he added that the 
workers’ movement will insist that the National Commission on Minimum Salaries 
take seriously these new, increased pay scales containing the "boost." 


The Secretariat of Labor likewise stated that "important groups, associations, 
and private and quasi-state enterprises from different areas in the nation 
have accepted the resolution on salary boosts." 


Nezahaulcoyotl de la Vega, the secretary for economic affairs in the CTM, 
called any sort of confrontation between sectors lamentable, but he stated 
that the workers’ movement does not shy away from them and that legal means of 
resolving differences do exist. 


He asked for calmness and trust in production factors and said instead of get- 
ting tangled up in statements, work should be intensified in order to raise 
productivity and produce, restore buying power tothe workers and raise the 
sales potential of industry and commerce. 


In talks with newspapermen, Fidel Velazquez likewise said that apparently the 
Secretariat of Labor opposes the National Commission on Minimum Salaries hold- 
ing sessions to legalize the new, increased pay scales with the raise. The CIM 
and the Workers Congress will fight to see that these prerequisites are put 
into final form. 


Meanwhile, serving notices for around-the-clock strikes continues in several 
states and, up to yesterday morning, 1,600 appeals had been presented to the 
Federal Board of Conciliation and Arbitration in the capital city. 


According to reports from labor headquarters, 150,000 textile workers have 
called strikes in 80 businesses; inthe paper industry, 15,000 workers are in 
the same situation in 25 business establishments; and 9,000 employees at 
General Electric, Mabe and Electric Industrials have also gone on strike. 
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Leonel Zarzas Villegas, the leader of the State and Municipal Workers Union, 
announced that the 110,000 workers affisiated with this organization would be 
able to bring about strikes throughout the nation if they do not have a salary 
boost by Holy Week. 


The Secretariat of Labor said that agreements have been reached between busi-~ 
nessmen and workers for paying the boost in the Industrial Association of Val- 
lejo; the Anahuac Cements business group with production plants in 1l centers; 
the National Steel Plant, Mexican Fertilizers and the majority of textile in- 
custry firms located in the Lerma industrial cooridor in the state of Mexico. 


9908 
CSO: 3010/1237 


102 

















COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


U.S. POLICY TOWARD LATIN AMERICA ANALYZED 
Lima CARETAS in Spanish 8 Mar 82 pp 44-46 
[Article by Jose Rodriguez Elizondo: "The Risk of the Center] 


[Text] After a year in office, the government of Ronald Reagan faces the 
dilemma of continuing its 'good-vs-bad" view of Latin American affairs or of 
recognizing that reality also has a center. The plan of aid to Central America 
and the Caribbean denotes a start in the right direction, inasmuch as it con- 
cedes that bullets are not enough to calm nerves. However, at the same time, 
the brash remarks of the American ambassador to the United Nations reveal that 
the internal struggle is far from gentle and that the high-ranking ultras will 
fight to the end. On that end depends, not only the political destiny of 
Latin America, but the very American democracy itself. 


In Washington last week, the persistent nostalgia of Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
American ambassador to the United Nations, was once again manifested. Speaking 
before the Foreign Relations Committee in the Senate, she said that "there 

were more political freedoms and fewer violations of human rights under the 
dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza than under the current (Nicaraguan) government.’ 
In her opinion, the Sandinists are following a rapid path toward a totalitarian- 
ism which she curiously does not identify with Stalinism, but with Hitlerian 
Naziism. 


This is nothing new to CARETAS. The frank preference of this tough lady was 
precisely the title of the interview conducted by Enrique Zileri in issue 660, 
on the occasion of her visit to Lima. Her reaffirmation indicates that this 

is a constant in her thought, which is as schematic as it is lacking in nuances. 


What is unfortunate about this type of frankness in individuals with such high 
responsibilities is that it tends to favor what might be called the "vacuum in 
the center." Listening to this academic follower of Somoza, it would appear 
that in the view of the United States, Latin American political alternatives 
are limited to pro-American “authoritarianisms" or pro-Cuban-Soviet "totalitar- 
ianisms." 


Caution 


Is it possible that this oversimplification reflects the thought of the Reagan 
Administration? Has the traditional American pragmatism been replaced by an 
Italian Western in which the good are bad and the bad evil? 


103 




















The question is a legitimace one, but to be perfectly objective, one has to 
admit that the American leadership team is not entirely made up of persons 

as extreme as or more extreme than Jeane Kirkpatrick. Rather, one can perceive 
in some of those men a spark of concern over the aforementioned vacuum in the 
regional poiitical center. 


For example, Elliott Abrams, undersecretary of state for human rights and 
humanitarian affairs, is much more careful with his terms of comparison. On 

23 February, when questioned by a House of Representatives Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee, he said that it was "difficult to judge" whether the human rights 
situation in Nicaragua was now better or worse than under Somoza. At any rate, 
using a whole host of conditionals and the phrase "It would seem to me," he 
maintained that the Sandinist regime might be heading toward the military or 
communist type and that in such a case, it would be somewhat worse than the 
experience of Somozaism. 


Thomas Enders, who is no dove -- he was known as "Bombin' Tom" during the 
Vietnam War -- goes further in his evaluation. Speaking about the Central 
American-Caribbean situation before a Senate Foreign Relations subcommittee 

on 1 February, he showed his concern over the current crisis and its causes. 

He affirmed, as a pillar of American policy in the subregion, “participation 

in political power through democratic institutions and overcoming violence and 
poverty.’ In this context, he recognized "the excesses of rightist violence" 
and refused to be confined to Kirkpatrick's narrow alternatives, stating that 
"before we sacrifice our interests or values -- backing demodracy or security -- 
we should find a formula for strengthening both.” 


The program of aid to the Caribbean announced by Reagan on 24 February at the 

OAU meeting shows that the American scales is tipping more toward the sensible 
hawks than toward the fanatical ones, or that Kirkpatrick's "Southern Coniza- 

tion” is being overcome by a spark of renewal of the Alliance for Progressive 

philosophy. 


This was the view of Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo, who, on Monday, 
emphasized that it was a matter of attacking the cause and not only the conse-~ 
quences of the subregional problem. He added that "the way to solve problems 

by the United States is not hy supporting the repressive regimes that frequently 
appear in our area." 


That same day, meeting in Cucuta, Colombia, the presidents of Venezuela and 
Colombia, Luis Herrera Campins and Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala, were concerned 
over "endangered democracy."' Implicitly underlining the validity of the 
political center, Turbay Ayala condemned the "ferociousness of extremist radi- 
cals" in his speech. 


On the other hand, the Américans must not lose sight of the fact that friendly 
"authoritarian governments" are not always orthodox. For example, during these 
times of economic threats and sanctions against the USSR, the Argentine military 
regime is coming to a state of virtual commercial dependency on the Soviets. 
According to the most recent statistics, in 1981, 75 percent of all Argentine 
grain was bought by the Kremlin's commercial traders. Wheat alone comprised 
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83 percent of these transactions. Paradoxically, all of this is the result of 
Jimmy Carter's grain embargo imposed on the USSR because of the invasion of 
Afghanistan, 


Milton Friec:.an has discovered another angie of risk: It so happens that the 
military regimes that Jeane Kirkpatrick likes so much might suddenly turn into 
socialistic-type dictatorships, without the existence of any organized force 
to stop them. The absence of a democratic political system under these condi- 
tions would make the lack of a moderate political center even more worrisome. 
This is what emerges from his much commented-upon article "Free and General 
Markets" (CARETAS 685), written after his visit to Chile and Peru. 


Frei's Warning 


In a way, the trend sketched by Reagan's recent program confirms the views of 
Latin American reformers whose positions were disputed until only recently, 
reformers who, starting with Chilean leader Eduardo Frei, were systematically 


disqualified as "Latin American Kerenskis" by extreme conservatives in the 
region. 


In an interview for television made in 1975 -- with the understanding that it 
would not be broadcast until after his death -- Frei gets his revenge. In it, 
making a summary analysis of the most unquestionably and dictatorially anti- 
communist regimes that have existed in the world -- including, naturally, that 
of the czars of Russia -- he shows that such a position was historically ster- 
ile. "All those fascists who accuse me of having paved the way to communism 
are the only ones who have led the world to communism," Frei says in the 
interview. "Recause injustice, silence and repression lead there," he adds. 


From that point of view, it is not only the existence of the Latin American 
political center that is at stake. If the extremist position of politicians 
such as Jeane Kirkpatrick should be imposed in the United States, this would 
mean that the very American democratic system is in danger, for between 
accepting dictatorships and promoting them is but a very subtle step, that 
step from the "lesser evil" which crosses the barrier of principles with 
iron boots. 


Moreover, foreign policy is, as any professor knows, only the projection of 
whet goes on witiin one's borders. 


11,464 
cSO: 3010/1025 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 





MATOS SAYS CASTRO BECAME COMMUNIST TO STAY “N POWER 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 18 Feb 82 p A-5 


[Text] One of the fighters closest to Fidel Castro during the Cuban revolu- 
tion, Hubert Matos, subsequently was imprisoned for 20 years because he dis- 
agreed with the turn toward communism Castro wanted to give the movement. After 
being released from prison in 1979, he became the head cf the Cuban democratic 
movement in exile. He is currently in Lima, and in an exclusive interview with 
this newspaper, he discussed aspects of his relationship with Fidel before his 
imprisonment, recounted anecdotes about his stay in prison, and described his 
final release, among other things. 


Fidel Castro is no communist. The fact is that his personal ambition is so 
great that he chose this path in order to remain in power forever. If he had 
opted for the democratic system, he could only have stayed in power for 4 
years, in accordance with our constitution, and then for 8 more he could not 
run for office. Therefore the picture changed for him with a totalitarian 
regime,'' Matos began by saying. 


According to him, Castro is not a communist and does not believe in that 
system, but it was simply the system which suited his ambitions. "During our 
struggles at the time of the revolution, Fidel was the first to say that it was 
necessary to watch out for the communists when we identified one of them in our 
ranks." 


The Revolution 


"When the revolution triumphed, Camilo Cienfuegos and I entered Havana, one on 
each side of Fidel. Our friendship was very close. I did not suspect at that 
time that he could be so cynical,'' Matos commented. 


"In 1959, the Cuban revolution still had to define itself, had to carry out the 
promises it had made to the people, and at that time I realized that Castro had 
every intention of allying himself with Russia. I had many conversations with 
him and knowing my democratic inclination, he generally avoided answers. At 
that time I could already see the filthy game coming: it was obvious that it 
would be necessary to shoot people. 


"Months before my arrest I told him that he should appoint a leadership group, 
that nobody would dispute that he was the chief, but that things had to be 
defined and the power distributed." 
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"They Killed Cienfuegos' 


"A week after I was arrested Cienfuegos died, in an accident according to 
official support, but I am certain they killed him. I was accused of treason, 
but although I saw that Castro was moving toward an alliance with Russia, I had 
done nothing, because I regarded that as against my principles. Moreover, in my 
opinion dictatorship is an endemic evil in America and it is sustained by these 
people who wage a battle for power. I was not going to participate in something 
I rejected." 


Arrest and Trial 


On the day of my arrest, Castro tried to convince the officers in my command 
that I was a traitor. They responded that they had seen no attitude which could 
be described as such, to which Castro answered that he had the evidence. But 
when they told him that he should say all of this to my face, Castro refused, 
arguing that I was very impulsive. 


"Thus they perceived the deceit, and 22 officers were arrested with me. I was 
sentenced to 20 years in prison, because shooting me would have creat -d serious 
problems. Twenty of the other officials were sentenced to rather long prison 
terms. 


"During my trial, Castro was the main witness and he recounted a whole series 
of lies. He is an individual who has a special ability to distort things. Our 
old friendship counted for nothing. When I interrupted to correct him, all he 
did was to chew at his cigar. 


Before all this happened, Fidel had tried to win me over to what he wanted, but 
he knew that I was an educated person, and that before going into the army I 
had been a professor of political sciences. If I had accepted what he said, 1 
would today be one of the key leaders along with him, but on the other hand 
this would have meant selling my scul to the devil." 


Experiences in Prison 


"During the 20 years I was in prison I suffered great deprivation. For 7 years 
they would not let me see my family, and they told them that I was quite well 
but that it was I who did not want to see anyone. 


On a number of occasions there were those who wanted to help me escape, but in 
one instance a series of circumstances prevented it and in others, it was I who 
had no interest in escaping. 


‘Il was imprisoned when I was 40 years old, and my wife and four children had to 
leave Cuba shortly thereafter. My wife waged a campaign to obtain my release 
from the very first day I was arrested. When I left my younger daughter was 
only a year old, and I did not see her again until she was 21. Castro ordered 
my younger son assassinated in Costa Rica, but fortunately, the attempt 
failed." 


107 














Freedom 


"The most intensive experience of my life was when I regained my freedom, since 
while I was in prison they had made me think I would never be free again. My 
first home in exile was Costa Rica, in 1979." 


When asked about whether he would choose such a difficult life full of sacri- 
fice if he had it to do again, MatoS answered that the main thing for him is 
duty. "Since we were children, wz Cubans have admired those who forged our 

independence and the ideology which guided us was that of Jose Marti. He said 
that to see a crime and not to act was to become an accomplice in that crime. 


9157 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


TOWNSEND CONCERNED OVER APRA'S MORAL CRISIS 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 20 Feb 82 p A-4 


[Text } Andres Townsend Ezcurra expressed regret last night concerning the 
"moral crisis" the Alfonso Ugarte faction is experiencing, and he announced 
that a congress will be convoked with a view to effecting unity within the APRA 
[American Revolutionary Popular Alliance]. 


In a 55-minute speech given before thousands of people crowded into San Martin 
Square, the leader of the APRA Base Commandes referred tacitly to the Langberg 
case, saying that some leaders are tarnishing the history of their party and 
the honor of Haya de la Torre. 


At the same time, he asked that the courts pursue an investigation to the end 
and that the most energetic penalties be imposed on those responsible. He 
prayed that the APRA will not emerge stained by "this shameful scandal." 


He also added that since those in the other sector have not responded to the 
appeal for a congress, the Base Commandos have convoked one for 23 May, and 
invite all APRA members to participate in it, because we want unity, but with- 
out compromise." 


He also proposed that the government draft a great national plan, with a view 
to finding the best formula "for economic recovery for the country in view of 
its failure in this policy sector." 


He said that he regards himself as a member of a responsible party, and that 
for that reason he is not criticizing what he called a disaster in the economic 
policy of the government, because he believes that by joining forces, the 
proper path will be followed. 


In addition to six other speakers, the leader of the anti-Castro resistance, 
Hubert Matos, also spoke. He reiterated his promise that he will not stop 
until the communist system of the "traitor Fidel Castro" has been liquidated. 


5157 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


COMMUNIST PARTY UNDERGOES MASSIVE PURGE 
Lima OIGA in Spanish 8 Feb 82 pp 24-25 
[Article by Roberto Sacrustegui ] 


(Text | The recent Eighth Special Congress cf the PCP [Peruvian Communist 
Party], which was held in Lima on 27-31 January, ended with a tremendous 
purge after the fashion of the Soviet conclaves following the death of 
Stalin. Jorge del Prado himself, reconfirmed in his post as secretary 
general, retained his post in the hierarchy of the communist organization 
only by a few votes, but was left with precarious authority because he was 
blamed, first of all, for the "Eurocommunist deviation" which had taken shape 
in that party. 


In substance, the Eighth Special Congress meant a "defeat" for the Euro- 
communist or moderate factions which sought a certain independence from 
Moscow. And the more radical, orthodox factions, who support the harder 
political line of the Soviet government leaders, adopted since Ronald Reagan 
came tc power in the American government and the situation in Poland and 
Central America worsened, triumphed. 


More than 20 members cof the Central Committee of the PCP (which is made up of 
51 regular members and 4 alternates) were purged. And one of them, Mario 
Ugarte Hurtado, the financial official, was expelled dishonorably, accused of 
having "developed an entire group policy to intimidate and eliminate party 
cadres based on intrigue, cunning and slanderous charges, intimidation and 
blackmail with regard to self-criticism, and on the other hand, mishandling 
of party funds during and after the execution of his responsibilities in the 
economy and finance post." 


The most remarkable expulsions were those cf Raul Acosta Salas, under- 
secretary general of the PCP for 25 years, reported to have been exchanging 
letters recently with Santiago Carrillo, the controversial secretary general 
of the Communist Party of Spain, and also that of Jose Martinez, the "ideo- 
logue" who suggested certain criticisms of Jaruzelski, and thus of the USSR, 
in the columns of UNIDAD. 
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Jorge del Prade--"Bureaucracy" and High Living 


Others expelled included Alfredo Abarca, former editor of UNIDAD, and a mem- 
ber of the Central Committee for 20 years; Antonio Zuniga, former bank 
workers' leader accused of mishandling FEB [Peruvian Bank Employees Federa- 
tion! funds; Pedro Mayta, the immutable trade union tsar; Ivan Mendez, Raul 
Nunez, Ernesto Rojas and cthers. Eduardo Castillo, of the CGTP [General Con- 
federation of Workers of Peru] also fell into disgrace, and many critics wept 
over his "negative work in the general strikes."' And the machinery of the PCP 
has begun to move with a view to removing him from the highest post in the 
trade union confederation. It is presumed that because of his post, he was 
"temporarily" confirmed in the Central Committee. 


The Eighth Congress was eventful from beginning to end. Jorge del Prado was 
questioned about his "bureaucracy,"' and the ostentatious life he leads 
(chauffered car, bodyguards, etc.). If the Peruvian communists had been in 
power, we would now be witnessing the shooting or poisoning of the leaders 
who have been purge“?, as occurred in the days of Stalin and Beria. 


Boycett of the Social Pact and Rejection of the National Labor Council 

The defeat of the Eurocommunists has also meant a resurgence of certain posi- 
tions. One of the main areas of consensus involves boycotting any effort to 
establish a social pact, rejection of the National Labor Council and adoption 
ci forms of struggle other than strikes in the areas and under the circum- 
stances required--what is understood to be armed struggle. The PCP also 
recegnize that the electoral path is not the path for seizing power. And that 
it was a "gross error to believe, as it was believed, that the armed forces 
were the arm of revolution under the Velasco government." 


As te the current political situation, the PCP approved the agreement on cir- 
cumstantial alliances with the APRA [American Revolutionary Popular Alliance | 
"at such times as they may be needed," by means of broad fronts. Where the 
international situation is concerned, a motion of support for the military 
authorities in Poland was approved and the view expressed that Solidarity had 
ne right to seize power. 


During the month of February, the new Central Committee, which is now 
basically controlled by Gustavo Espinoza, Guillermo Herrera, Caballero 
Mendez, Jorge del Prado, Olivera Vila and Isidoro Gamarra, and which also in- 
cludes Valentin Pacho, Roberto Rojas, Jaime Figueroa and others, will elect 
the new sector officials, in particular the representative for the trade 
union sector, who will be in charge of the task of removing Castillo from the 
CCTP, as well as the officials for the economic and cadre training sectors. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


TERRORISM VIEWED AS THREAT TO DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM 
Lima CARETAS in Spanish 8 Mar 82 p 24 
[Article by Manuel d'Ornellas: "From the Bullet to the Bazooka"] 


[Text] Last Tuesday night, Peru may well have joined the only club in the 
world in which no one wants membership: the club of nations wracked by terror- 
ism. We have but to measure the magnitude of the blast on that day in Ayacucho. 
If the things that happened there are in keeping with what the newspapers 

have written, we Peruvians have come face to face with a phenomenon difficult 

to eradicate and with grievous repercussions. 





Of course, the Sendero Luminoso [Shining Path] cannot vie in boldness and 
refinement with the Uruguayan Tupamaros, authors of the successive kidnapings 
of Brazilian diplomatic Aloisio Dias Gomide and British Ambassador Geoffrey 
Jackson. Nor can they mount lethal operations such as those carried off in 
Argentina during the 1970's by the ERP [People's Revolutionary Army] or the 
Montoneros, much less raise the huge sums that the latter did -- no one knows 
what subversive movements they are now financing, or where. 


The local terrorism, in other words, continues to be closer to rural guerrilla 
warfare than urban activism. Primitive and small-scale, it prefers a stick of 
dynamite stolen from a mine to a machine gun sent from Czechoslovakia or, as 
was the case in Argentina, a nationally-made bazooka. 


This does not mean that one cannot move from one phase to the next -- higher -- 
phase without great delay. The Tupamaros in Uruguay began their activities 
among, the farm laborers on the sugar beet plantations in their country before 
establishing themselves in Montevideo and enticing a broad fringe of the 
bourgeois youth in that city. rhe terrorists in Argentina dug in in the moun- 
tainous regions of Tucuman, which they tried to turn into the Sierra Maestra 

of the Latin American Southern Cone. 


The line between primitive, heavy-handed violence and the sophistication of 

the armed struggle is, to say the least, vague. Today's swindler is potentially 
the guerrilla strategist of tomorrow, as shown by the vital trajectory of. 
Ernesto "Che" Guevara himself. 
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ln other words, there is nothing to guarantee us against the metamorphosis 

of a boorish terrorism into a subtle, urban guerrilla force. One can thus do 
nothing but figh itt on its own terrain, forcefully but without excesses, in 
order to eradicate it before it puts down lasting roots in a country whose 
soil is fertilzied by inequality. 


Naturally, Peru is not the Nicaragua of late or the Cuba of two decades ago. 
These are the only Latin American countries where the armed struggle has pros- 
pered and that is because Anastasio Somoza and Fulgencio Batista were in com- 
mand there. In the other fields where dynamite and grenades blossomed, the 
only cruel harvest was rightist tyrannies. 


In Peru today, the majority of the people want neither, as elections figures 
have repeatedly shown. However, neither Shining Path nor the rightist 
reactionaries -- not figments of the imagination, but reality -- have ever 
been guided by such numbers. 


11,464 
CSO: 3010/1205 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


NATIONAL LABOR, SOCIAL ACCORD COUNCIL, VIEWED 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 21 Feb 82 p A-2 
[Editorial |] 


[Text] With the establishment of the National Labor Council and Social Pact, a 
great step toward the reconciliation of the economic, labor and social 
interests of the nation have been taken, a development making a significant 
contribution to the consolidation of the democratic system. 


The council, which has representatives from the highest level of three of th2 
four central workers trade union organizations in the country--with the volun- 
tary exception of the communist CGTP [General Confederation of Workers of 
Peru], the employers and the government, is the form created by a tripartite 
system the goals of which are raising the standard of living for the workers, 
increasing production and productivity, and promoting national development. 


The principle mission of this new bedy is to recommend effective measures with 
a view to the maintenance of harmonious and stable relations in the labor and 
other reiated sectors. This means, among other things, making a contribution to 
the perfecting of the procedures for collective bargaining and resolving labor 
disputes. These contributions will also be important to the improvement of 
labor conditions, the creation of job opportunities and the improvement of the 
methods of establishing and applying minimum and vital wages and salaries, with 
the resulting maintenance of the purchasing power of these wages and salaries. 


On the other hand, through the tripartite system, it will be possible to 

bring about the collaboration of employers and workers to implement the 
recommendations and the provisions approved by the government in accordance 
with the council's recommendations. In another realm, this will contribute to 
the full implementation of the international labor agreements and the fulfill- 
ments of the agreements approved with the endorsement of Peru. 


It should be noted that the decisions and the functioning of the Naticnal Labor 
Council will be truly democratic, since in accordance with the third article of 
the pertinent supreme decree, an effort will be made to define the questions 
which will be the subject of deliberations by a consensus of its members, and 
if there is no consensus, the opinions voiced will serve as information for the 
use of the minister of labor. 
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Similarly, the undesirable indefinite continuation in the posts representing 
the workers, businessmen and even the government itself will be avoided since 
it has been provided that the terms of office of council members can only last 
2 years. 


In creating this body, the interests of the workers withouc affiliation with 
trade union organizations have not been neglected, since the council will 
establish the procedures best suited to extending the benefits of the social 
pact to the workers operating independently in the urban and rural sectors, and 
those which have no trade union representation. This means that there will be a 
link with the council for all workers, whether or not they are represented in 
it. 


The method of work for the council will be based on tripartite subcommissions 
and special groups, which will submit their conclusions and recommendations to 
the leadership of the body. 


In conclusion, the creation of the National Labor Council and social pact 
reveals that a level of maturity and calm is fortunately being reached in Peru, 
in the midst of natural political and ideological differences. In sponsoring 
this new mechanism for understanding, Minister of Labor Alfonso Grados 
Bertorini has without a doubt made a wise move. 


5157 
CSO: 3010/1119 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


NATIONAL BANK ACT EXPLAINED IN SIMMONDS RADIO ADDRESS 
Background, Provisions of Bill 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 13 Mar 82 pp 6, ll 


(Text ] Fellow Citizens, Good Evening, 


Tocay at @ special emergency meeting of the 

House of Assembly, tne Government of this State 
passea into lewa Bill callec "The St. Kitts- . 
Nevis-Anguilla Netional Bank itd. (Special Pro- 
visions) Act, 1982. ' a 


The Bill has mace speci#l provisions for the 
appointment of a nev Boarc of Directors to man- 
age the administration ana affairs of the Bank. 
I think it is important to awell for a moment 
on the backgrounde to the Bill anc some of the 
events leacing up to it. | 


MAJORITY SHAREHOLDING 





The Government of this State is the majority 
Shareholéer of the Bank, holding 60% of the 
Shares. The Government is also the largest 
depositor of money in the Bank. It is true 

that the Government is the largest borrower 

from the Bank, but it follows therefore that 

the Government contributes the most to the Bank. 
by way of interest. Furthermore, all of Govern- 
ment's normal business is transacted through the 
National Bank.. The National Bank therefore is 
in a position to exert a significant degree of 
control over Government's financial affairs. 
Government recognises, however, that the Bank 
has minority Shareholders, and have made ade- 
quate provision to protect the rights of those 
Shareholders. 


The Government -has sought to exercise its right 
aS a majority Sharehalder, and on two occasions, 
the former Management of the Bank set out deli- 
berately to frustrate the rights of the majority 
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Shareholder. During all this time we acted with 
seatiasinarae and responsibility. 


$4.5 MILLION NEW SHARES 

However, about two weeks ago, the Management of 
the Bank approached Government with a request 
that Government should issue to the Bank,Trea- 
sury Bills to the value of $4.5 million so as - 
to permit the Bank to raise that additional sum 
of money. Government agreed to this proposal. 





Then -last week without warning, and without noti- 
fying or consulting with the majority Shareholder, 
that is the Government, the Management of the 
Bank at a hastily convened meeting of the former 
Board of Directors, took a decision to raise the 
$4.5 million by issuing Shares to that value. 
They further decided that no person would be per- 
mitted to buy less than one hundred‘or more than 
fifty thousand Shares. Clearly, if the Govern- 
ment were restricted to purchasing only fifty 
thousand Shares out of $4. 5 million, then the 
Government's Shareholding in the Company would 

be diluted to the point where the Government 
would no longer be the Majority Shareholder. 





a> 


The issue of those Shares would also have the 
effect of watering down and diluting the value 
of the Stock that persons have held t'or many 
years. 


Let me further state that when the agenda for 
this meeting of the former Board of Directors 

was circulated, the matter of the Shares, was 

not on the Agenda. To this moment, the then Man- 
agement of the Bank have not notified the Govern- 
ment of its intention to tak? such drastic 
action. eee Tye. 





1977 CAB7NET DECISION , 





Today, the Opposition in the House of Assembly 
opposed the Bill. However, I must make the 
country aware, that on 12th April, 1977, the 
Cabinet, comprised of Members of the same Oppo- 
sition, decided that the Honourable Minister of 
Finance” was to issue instructions to the Manag- 
ing Director of the National Bank, and Cabinet 
at that time further decided that any matter of 


major importance is to be brought up for discus- 
Sion until the matter is submitted in writing 
to the Minister of Finance, and the Minister is 
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to decide whether it is to be pursued and at 
what level. That is a recorded decision by Cabi- 
net in April of 1977. That decision was .con- 
veyed to the Managing Director of the National 
Bank since 1977. 


The very persons who today opposed the Bill, 
mace that Gecision in 1977, thut the Managing 
Director of the Bank must discuss any matter of 
major importance with Government, and follow it 
up with notification in writing, and must not 
proceed until the decision of the Minister of 
Finance has been received. This decision ‘by 
Cabinet was proper in, the context of dealing 
with the National Bank which is the repository 
of most of Government's holdings. 


FAIR AND EQUITABLE BILL 





What of the Bill today ? Section 3(d) of the Bill 
says, and I read, "The Board of Directors of the 
Bank shall consist of ten Directors, six of 

whom shall be appointed by the Minister on be- 
half of the sixty per centum shares held by the 
Government of tne State, and the other four 
Directors shall be appointed by the non-govern- 
mental share-holders on behalf of the forty per 
centum shares as specified in the Schedule to 
this Act ana in accordance with the Memorandum 
ana Articles of Association of the Bank.” 


It can be readily seen that the Bill is fair and 
equitable as the sixty per cent’ Shareholder will 
be represented by six Directors. and the forty 
per -ent Shareholder will be represented by - 
four. Directors. This is in fact a more equi- 
table situation than previously obtained. 4 


PROPER AUDIT AND INSPECTION 





The Bill also provides for proper audit and : 
inspection of the Bank, to ensure that the busi- 
ness is carried on in accordance with proper 
banking principles. 


The Shares hela by various citizens of this 
country will NOT be affected in any way by the 
Bill. The fact that the Government is ina 
position to take a more direct interest in the 
affairs of the National Bank will ensure that 
people's savings are fully protected. We will 
not have another Bank of Commerce situation. 
That 1S assured. 














PEOPLE'S SAVINGS ARE SAFE 





It is clear, that some people willbe advised 

by members of the Opposition to withdraw their 
..oney from the Bank, but many others will now 
make deposits because they will have greater 
confidence in the Administration of the Bank. 

Let me emphasize that people's savings are safe 
and there need be no cause for alarm. People's 
Shares are safe, and will remain inviolate. Gov- 
ernment will assist the new Directors to attract 
adcditionai funds into the Bank so that it will 
be strengthened. 


SWIFT AND EFFECTIVE ACTION > 





The action taken by Government had to be taken 
today as a matter of urgency. This meeting was 
an emergency meeting and had to be called at 
very short notice and held today, because the 
Bank had proposed to issue for sale the Shares 
to the value of $4.5 million on Wednesday 10th 
March that is the day after tomorrow. To delay 
would have been disastrous. Swift and effect- 
ive action was,necessary, ana the Government 
did not shrink from taking such action. 


Let me urge those of you who have savings and 
devosits in the Bank to leave it there, be- 
cause it is safe; and let me urge those of you 
who do not have deposits ana savings in the . 
Bank to start making deposits and to begin to 
open accounts there. Government guarantees the 
safety of deposits of savings in the National 
Bank. 


BANK STRENGTHENED 





Fellow Citizens, we in this country have to 

work together to ensure that we can move for- 
ward. t me assure you, that sometimes if dif- 
ficult decisions have to be taken, they will be 
taken always with the intention to safeguard 

the interest of the people of this country. Gov- 
ernment's swift action today ensured that the 


Shareholdings of the minority Shareholders, the 


forty per cent Shareholaings were assured. Gcv- 
ernment today made certain that the position 

of tne majority Shareholder, the sixty per cent 
Shareholder was safe. 


Government will ensure that National Bank will 
go from Strength to Strength. Fellow Citizens, 
let us clasp hands ana strive for Progress. 


Good Night, God Bless You. 
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Editorial on Bryant's Role 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 13 Mar 82 p 2 


[Text] 


Our Editorial of exactly a month ago, 
February 13. to be precise and en- 
titled "BRYANTISM AT NATIONAL BANK", 
is worth re-reading. .Events of the 
last few days have proved that what we 
wrote then, was 100% accurate. 


In a move that was brilliant in its.con- 
ception and glorious in. its execution, 


Bryantism was destroyed once and for all 


at National Bank. Anything les, would 
have spelt disaster for National Bank, 
the PAM/NRP Government and this country. 


Today, thanks to the swift and. effect- 
ive action of Government, when on Mon- 
day; 8th March, 1982 they convened a 
.72clal Emergency Meeting at the House 
of Assembly and passed into Law a Bill 
entitled The St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla 
National Bank Ltd (Special Provisions) 
Act 1982, National Bank is stronger. in 
every way. This Bill merely ensures 
that the Government has 60% representa- 
tion on the National Bank Board of Di- 
rectors in proportion to its 60% majo- 
rity shareholding. 


Fitzroy Bryant and Edmund Lawrence 
were not joking you know. They were 
deadly serious in their attempt to 
possess National Bank or destroy it. 
Since 1971, they have been doing just 
what they choose-at National Bank © 
and with National Bank monies. They 
ran rough-shéd over the Governments of 
Bradshaw, Southwell and Moore and they 
were determined to the same and worse 
to the PAM/NRP Government headed by 
the Honourable Premier, Dr. Kennedy 
Simmonds. 


Naturally, they ran into unyielding 

and firm resistance from this Govern- 
ment and as the pressure mounted on 
them to give Government as the Majority 
Shareholder .the respect due to the Gov- 
ernment, Bryant and Lawrence grew more 
and more defiant and devious. At a last 
desperate move to get the Simmonds Gov- 
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ernment oig their backs, they wickedly 
devised a plan to offer for Sale under 
very shady circumstances, an additional 
4.5 million shares. 


Had their plan succeeded as it would 
have under any of the previous Govern- 
ments in this country - the sharehold- 
ing of Government would have been re- 
duced to less than 10% as against the 
60% Government has held since the in- 
ception of National Bank. 


Bryant and Lawrence. would have emerged 
as the “topplers of the majority share- 
holders in the Bank as of March wth, 
1982, As such, they had planned to end 
Gévernment's Overdraft facilities ina 
bid to sabotage Government programmes 
and bring the Government down. They 
were confident that their plan would 
work and reasoned that if the very 
‘worst had happened and Government man- 
aged to foil their plan, they will then 
wreck National Bank totally and utterly 
and try to place the DLame for go doing 
on the Government. 

Bryant and Lawrence's strong-poinc in 
the plot was "TIME". They felt that 
time waS on their side. The only weak- 
néss they could pin-point in their plan 
stemmed from their morbid fear of Dr. 
Willfan Herbert's genius as a Constitu- 
tional Lawyer, and their inability to 
predict Dr. Herbert's re-action to many 
things. They decided nonetheless to 
gamble that the time Government would 
need to defeat their purpose was not in 
Government's favour and they proceeded 
with confidence and spite. 


It was only on Sunday ee that Bryant 
boasted‘from the platform of a Public 
Meeting of the hopeless Labour Party, 
that National Bank was stronger than 
the Government. 


The rest is now history. Government 
won hands down. Government succeeded 

in rescuing National Bank from a nation- 
al catastrophe. The reign of terror 
carried out by Fitzroy Bryant and Ed- 
mund Lawrence at National Bank over the 
years, has ended. 
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No ! We don't know what will happen to 
the culprits and are not making any pre- 
dictions. Time and the audit will tell. 


This Newspaper heartily congratulates 
the -PAM/NRP Government on a superb per- 
formante and we single out the Honoura-- 
dle Richard Caines, Junior Minister in 
the Ministry of Finance for special 
praise. As it is he who took many body' 
and head blows without flinching, from 
enemies of this State, in his untiring 
pursuit to clean up the mess at Nation- 
al Bank. 


CSO: 3025/235 














COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


SECOND PART OF SIMMONDS' ADDRESS TO PAM CONVENTION 


Basseterre THE eel in English 13 Mar 82 pp 7, 10 


[Text] INDUSTRIALTZATION. 





In order to maintain the thrust of our develop- 
ment, we have encouraged the process of indus- 
trialization in order to be able to absorb and 
renumerate manpower and expertise available 
locally.» 


More light industries and factories have opened 
in the last two years - St. Kitts Food Products. 
TSI, Key Universal, Crysta-Mix. 


Three (3) or four (4) more are being built on. | 
the Inudstrial Estate right now. : | 





It is true that Medusa closed down when the 
operator, Mr. Saltzman, left without paying off 
his workers there. But I personally assisted 
the workers. I did not turn my. back on them, 

I received them in my office, and I saw to it 
that their earned wages were paid up. I promised 
them I would get another entrepreneur to get 
things started again. We were able to locate 
one quite quickly. 


INVESTORS CONFIDENCE 





The very fact that someone reputable is pre- 
pared to step in so quickly is a sure sign that 
investor confidence has not diminished in this 
country. We were able to bring that investor 
into contact with National Trust Company which 
held a mortgage on Medusa's plant and equipment. 


What is more, at least two factories already 
established here have concrete plans-for large- 
scale expansion: Wellington Ltd. and St. Kitts 
Enterprises Ltd., which has also branched out 
into Nevis. I consider that these plans for ex- 
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pansion constitute a vote of confidence in the. 
stability and potential of this country. This in 
itself is an asset in attracting others to come 


here.  - = 


EMPLOYMENT AGENCY 





Our new Employment Agency, an absolutely free 
job-placement service, has been playing a vital 
role, “ 


In. our first year- 303 unemployed persons regis- 
tered for jobs ana of these 260 were referred “to 


employers who hired 141. 

In our second year 365 jobless persons regis- 
tered for work, 299 were recommended to employ- 
ers and 216 received work. That makes 357 more 
jobs, through the Employment Agency alone. 


THE NEVIS ISSUE 





One of the potentially most explosive issues 
left unresolved by the last Administration was 
the legitimate desire of the people of Nevis to 
exercise greater control over their own affairs. 
The people of Nevis were dissatisfied generally 
over the pattern of the relationship being dic- 
tated by the central Government at that time. 
The Army had been despatched to~exhibit a mili- 
tary presence in Nevis, and Nevisians actually 
lived under the threat of their guns. 


The general elections of 1980 paved the way for. 
a change and we have tried in collaboration with 
our colleagues in the N.R.P. to make the most _. 
of the opportunity for healing these wounds. We 
believe that we have achieved some measure of 
success, 


ANGUILLA 





During oyr two years in office, too, the in- 
herited constitutional problem pertaining to An- 
guilla was finally resolved, and although we- 

were taken to Court by members of the same Admin- 
istration who had themselves created this pro- 
blem, our position has been comprehensively 
proven right by the recent decision of the Court 
of Appeal. 


THE FUTURE 





What now of the future ? One of the challenging 
Subjects remains the question of the evaluation 
of the workings of the Coalition jtself and the 
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elaboration of a more or less permanent frame- 
work for peaceful co-existence in the fullness 
of nationhood. LIassure you that we have not 
been dawdling over this crucial decision, but 
we have continued to work towards a mutually 
acceptable arrangement. - When this is achieved 
we will keep our promise to publish our propo- 
sals for general discussion. 


HOUSING PROGRAMME 





Our programmes are coming on-stream. One area 
in which you are about to witness. especial 
dynamism. is in our nousing programme. 


Government will this year be putting down LOU 
homes around the island of St.Kitts alone. 


A new project will’be implanted ~ in Challenger's 
Village. 15 low cost houses will be put down. 








In addition, all of the alleyways in Challengers 
will be paved for the first time, as well as the 
road to the back of the village by the railway 
line. 


In Old Road a new housing project will be put 
down. The iand has already been identified, and 
10 low cost humes will also be constructed in, 
the first phase. 





Sandy Point will receive a new housing project. 
The site has already been chosen, for 15 low 
cost houses, In addition, efforts are being 
made to secure financing for the rebuilding of 
the Post Office in Sandy Point. 








For Cayon 10 low cost houses will be added, and 
in Conaree the upgrading of the village is al- 
ready in progress, ‘Conaree will also get 10 low 
cost houses, , 


Fry's Village has already been upgraded and East 
Basseterre already has 10 low cost houses. 


Apart from this, 25 more low cost houses have 
been provided for, and these will be allocated 
in a short while from now, in other villages. 








$2M BARCLAYS LOAN 





In Central Basseterre alone a two million dol- 
lar housing project is to start down at the 
botanic Gardens ina very short while from now, 
and I am pleased to say that the money for this 
project is being mace available in the form of 
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a loan from Barclays Bank International. They 
have responded to our oft stated policy that 
institutions that make money in’ + :s country 
should contribute to its development. "The Gar- 
dens" Housing Project is accordingly slated to 
come into being with all convenient speed. 


This Project will be an important urban re-set- 
tlement and beautification feature in Central 
Basseterre, and its two-bedroom and three-bed- 
room apartment units will significantly raise 
the standard of living of the prospective occu- 
pants, and create a vista of progress and pros- 
perity in a hitherto sorely-neglected part of 
our capital city. 


587 APPLICATIONS FOR 47 HOUSE LOTS 





We created 4+? new house lots at Bird Rock and 
they have all been allocated to people by the 
CHA. An interesting statistic has come to light 
as a result of offering these 47 lots of land. 
Some 587 persons made applications. Thanks to 
our policy of stimulating investment by putting 
more dollars in people"s pockets, nearly 600 per- 
sons have demonstrated a commitment and have 
claimed to have the financial ability to purchase 
land, and this is just in one area of the island, 





EDUCATION 





In education, a new emphasis is being placed on 
what we consider, to be the most important stage 
of learning and growth: the pre-school and pri- 
mary age. A new primary.school and a day centre 
are going to- be built for Sandy Point for the 
first time ever. A day care centre is already 
built in Cayon and the planned Day Care centres 
for Charlestown and Basseterre have been alloca- 
‘ted funding under the recently signed $1.4 mil- 
lion Higt? Scope/USAID Agreement, under which 
training personnel are already here, working in 
the State. 


EVERYONE'S RESPONSIBILITY 





Brothers and sisters, it is more than a mere } 
coincidence that our second anniversary in office 
and our Annual Convention are being observed 
Simultaneously. This fact must be put to good 
advantage. I want you .to pass on this message. 
Every citizen must be made aware that it is in 
their best interest to work to maintain stabili- 
ty in the country. We all have a responsibility 
to give this country our full support. 
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Although this is a Party Convention it cannot 

be in the best interests of the country for us 
at this time to think only in a partisan way. 

This country belongs to all of us. If we main- 
tain peace all of us benefit from the progress 
which we see unfolding before us. If we create 
conflict and strife, we will all be the losers, 


REGIONAL. CO-OPERATION 





Before I conclude, I must point out that though 
I have concentrated on local and national 
issues, I want to take this opportunity to sen- 
sitize you to the need for each of you to de-. ” 
velop an understanding of the or ee of re-* 
gional co- -operation. 


Last year we derived great satisfaction from 
the history-making signing of the OECS Treaty, 
which will go down for posters ty as the Treaty 
of Basseterre, 


But there is more to regionalisn- than these out- 
ward trappings., We must develop a commitment to 
‘the strengthening of our special relationship 
with our OECS neighbours, so that we may be bet- 
ter able to present a united front to the out- 
Side world. 


We are in the process of making a place for our- 
selves in the family of nations, now that our 
traditional ties with metropolitan Britain are 
becoming more and more a thing of the past. 


It is only natural.that we should gravitate to- 


wards the geographically closer and more afflu- - 


ent continent of the Americas. 


CARIBBEAN BASIN 





In this regard, I must refer to our participa- 
tion in the new Caribbean Basin Initiative, 

and record at this Forum my contribution to the 
Miami Conference on the Caribbean last November, 
at which the whole basis for the initiative 

was examined and explored. 


I spoke not only for myself, but for my col- 
leagues in the L.D.C.'s in calling for greater 
direct financial inputs for development of in- 
frastructure, and the United States has taken 
note of our concerns. We look forward to the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative being so structured 
as to take account of our priorities. 
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NATIONAL BUILDING 





Our aim is to build a nation that will be re- 
spected throughout the world. If we are to 
accomplish this mission we must continue to 
work with a spirit of unity and in the bond of 
peace. — 


I call upon each and every one of you to shun 
divisiveness, and to renew your commitment to 
the betterment of this country and all of the 
veople who live in it. 


NO ACCIDENT 





What we have achieved we have not achieved by 
accident. We have achieved it by design. It is 
all part and parcel of the programme which you 


who are seated here today have helped to fash- 
ion and which has been documented in our Party 
Manifesto and condensed into the Throne Speech 
of 20th March, 1980. 





The policies are your policies, to be fashioned 
and shaped and re-shaped by you - to be con- 
stantly upgraded as a result of your input. 


In the way that what has gone béfore was 
planned and programmed, so too is the way for- 
ward already charted and documented. 


NATIONHOOD ,AND REDEDICATION 





The wayY forward is the road to nationhood, the 
road which we are taking with the measured 
pace of the long-distance runner and not the 
furious burst of the sprinter. 


Nationhood must mean added responsibility but 
it must also mean hope and progress for our 
future generations. 


I call on each and every one of you hearing 

this message to reaffirm your faith in this 
country and to rededicate yourself to putting 
country before self. Let us draw closer to- 
gether as we clasp hands and strive for progress. 


CSO: 3025/235 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





ST LUCIA 


PRE-ELECTION SQUABBLE BRINGS STRONG COMPTON DECLARATION 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 29 Mar 82 p 3 


(Text - 


CSO: 


CASTRIES, St. Lucia, 
parse (CANA) — The 
United Workers Party (UWP) 
ieader, John Compton, has 
said that if his side wins the 
May 3 general elections here 
all necessary steps will be 
taken to ensure‘ that no un- 

, constitutional action is carried 
out to frustrate the wish of the 
‘electorate. t 

Compton issued the warning 
‘Friday in a letter to interim 
‘Prime Minister Michael 


: Pilgrim, in the wake of recent 
‘statements by Prog 


ressive 
‘Labour Party (PLP) leader 
* George Odlum, indicating that 
<the PLP would not be 
‘prepared to accept a UWP 
‘victory. & 

’ Odlum and other speakers 
‘on the platforms of the PLP — 
‘to which Mr. Pilgrim belongs 
— have publicly said that 
‘there would be no peace in St. 
Lucia if the UWP wins. 

Odium told one meeting that 
his PLP, formed under a year 
ago when he and his sup- 

orters left the St. Lucia 
-abour Party (SLP) after the 
‘unsuccessful attempt to wrest 
the leadership of the SLP 
Government, was “the most 
capable’’ among the three 
parties, of restoring and 
maintaining a aceful 
political atmosphere here. 

He also said publicly that 
even if the UWP won the 
elections he would be the 
Prime Minister on the 
following day. 

Odlum's statements have 
also met with expressions of 
concern from members of the 
Committee for the Promotion 
of National Unity which has 
been instrumental in getting 
al! three parties to appeal to 
their supporters for proper 
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conduct’ during the campaign. 

Only last week, Odlum’s 
PLP joined the UWP and SLP 
in endorsing a joint statement 
urging the public to conduct 
themselves during the 
remainder of the campaign ‘ 
in a manner...which will be an 
example to the rest of the 
world, of the practice of the 
democratic process at its 
highest level.” 

The statement said that the 
three, part leaders were 
“conscious of the need for all 
the people of St. Lucia to come 
together as one — to work with 
the government formed as a 
result of these elections if the 
goal of creating a better St. 
Lucia for future generations of 
St. Lucians 1s to be attained.” 

Compton told Pilgrim, who 
is Odlum's Deputy in the PLP, 
that the conduct of the coming 
elections was the subject of 
close scrutiny both here and 
overseas, mainly because of 
the ordeal which the country 
had undergone during the past 
three years. 

lic added: ‘‘Whether St. 
Lucia will be able to recover 
quickly from its downward 
Side will largely depend on 
whether these elections are 
conducted in an atmosphere 
which will create an en- 
vironment of peace and 
tranquility and restore public 
confidence to the elected 
government: of this Tsland.” 

But, he = said, Odlum's 
recent public utterances did 
not contribute to the required 
environment, adding: ‘These 
statements indicate _ that 
Odium is determined to resort 
to unconstitutional means if 
the people of St. Lucia, in free 
and fair elections, demon- 
strate that they do not need 


" Qdlum, and by their own free 
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will, frustrate: his unquen- 
chable ambition to impose 
himself and an alien ideology 
on the island.’’ . 

He told Pilgrim: ‘Since 
these statements have been 
made in your presence and 
within your hearing, and you 
have not demurred or publicly ' 
condemned them, the public 
has become increasingly con-. 
cerned whether in the present 
circumstances you will be 
faithful to your leader or to the 
oath to which you subscribed 
when you took office a few 
short weeks ago that you will 
“faithfully obey, preserve and 
defend the Constitution of St. 
Lucia. 

“In order to allay public 
anxiety, I call on you as Prime 
Minister to publicly give the 
assurance that you will not 
participate in any un- 
constitutional action, nor will 
you give aid and comfort to 
those who may attempt such= 
action, and that you will take 
all necessary steps to ensure 
that the will of the people as 
expressed in the general 
elections are obeyed by ail. 

‘For let me repeat what I 
have already said publicly, 
that if it be the wish of the 

ople of St. Lucia that the’ 

nited Workers Party should 
form the next government, we 
shall take all necassary steps 
to ensure that no_ un- 
constitutional action is taken 
or attempted, to frustrate 
such expression of the public 


will.”’ 

Odium told a public meeting 
earlier this week that if the 
UWP were to win the elec- 
lions, the island would still be 

lagued by strikes and other 
orms of civil unrest because 
of the party’s inability to 
understand and tackle the 
problems of state. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TRADE UNION COUNCIL URGES GOVERNMENT TO STEER CLEAR OF CBI 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text] 
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PORT-OF-SPAIN Trinidad 
Friday (CANA) — Trinidad 
obago's Council of 
Progressive Trade Unions 
(CPTU) has gone a_ step 
further than the Labour 
Congress and is urging the 
Government to steer clear of 
the Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI) and, instead, to —— 
the question of West Indian 
federation. 


The CPTU’s ition was 
outlined on the final day of a 
three-day national con- 
sultation on productivity 
name by the Trinidad and 
Tobago government at the 
Chaguaramas Convention. 


Centre. 

On Tuesday at the con- 
‘erence, the Labour Congress 
had urged caution about the 
CBI, pointing out that there 
were what it felt to be grave 
perils lurking in the U‘S. 
= for both labour and 

usiness in this country. 

Cecil Paul, the TU’s 


President, said that the plan 
‘is an attempt by President 
Ronald Reagan to recolonise 
the Caribbean area,’’ and he 
added: ‘‘We believe that our 
Government should reject 
the plan.” 

Mr. Paul advised the 
country to look at the question 
of a West Indies federation 
and felt that Trinidad and 
‘Tobago should initiate such a 
move because the other 
territories were economically 
weak. — 

These territories 
exploited by U.S. 


were 
cor- 


END 


orations, the Mafia, and 

ivolvement Mi BS 

nt, 
claim ed r. Paul 
o other speakers a 

consultation made aia 
ta the CRI — Mr. A. Sabaru of 
the Vendors’ Association and 
Mr. Neil Lau of the School 
Nutrition Company. 

Mr. Lau, who provided 
Statistics on the meals and 
refreshment at the three-day 
consultation (much to the 
delight of the gathering and 
who was the butt of some 

ood-natured humour from 

rime Minister George 
Chambers), pointed out that a 
lot of Caribbean territories 
were in desperate economic 
straits,” and while we are in a 
different ition whatever 
they do affects us.” 
_ He talked of ‘‘an element of 
ideological persuasion from 
external: elements.’’ and 
suggested that this country 
should have some influence on 
the sister territories. 

The CPTU also recom- 
mended the continuation of 
the unemployment levy since 
it served a useful purpose in 
roviding jobs for the 

velopment and mmnerency 
Works Division (DEWD 
workers. 

Mr. Paul complimented the 
Government for its relief on 
contributions to credit unions 
and called for a $5 000 ($1 TT 
equa! 41 cents US) increase in 
personal allowances, and 
allowances for spouses and 
children. 
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